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Advertisement 

OF THE ENGLISH PUBLISHER. 1 



Mr. PHILLIPS, who prefents to the Br, 
Publti tM$ intereftitig Journey of the Dutch Itmr 
bajjy to the Court of the Emperor of China, conceives 
he is making an acceptable and valuable addition td 
the exifiing flock of knowledge relative to an Empire, 
the great extent, population, and antiquity of which 
render it an alrnojl exkaitftkfs fubjecl of information 
and curlofity. 

Refpecling ike view's of the £mbajjy, and the vatui 
and originality of the materials of which the work 
tonfifts, he has nothing to add to the able and per- 
ffiicaous Preface of the French Editor, norjhallhe in 
any way prefume to anticipate the opinion or approbation 
of the Englijh Reader, 

With refpect to the TranfiatmA^ he will venture 
without hefitation to affirm, that it is faithfully perform* 
ed* It is the work of a G-enilemdn of approved talents i 
nbhom a long refidence in France has rendered incapable 
of the blunders that almofi always deform books tranf- 
hied from the French tongue into oursi The ad- 
vantage of receiving a copy ef the original long be- 
fore any Other was imported, enabled Mm alfo to 
execute his iajk at his- leifure, and to finifli it with a 
more than ufual degree of accuracy. The Publijher- 
k 2 thtrt' 
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therefore hopes, that when the time Jliall come of 
comparing this Tranflation with any other*, it will be 
found to have a ftill greater precedency in merit than 
in the date of its appearance. 

Thelonly difference between this Edition and the 
QriginalWork conffis in the placing of the Gloffary in 
the Firfl tnfiead of the Second Volume. As nearly 
t}ie whole of the words requiring explanation occur in 
the Firfi Volume^ this arrangement is judged to be, 
more convenient to the Reader, efpeciatfy to Sab- 
fcribers to Libraries, and Members of Book Societies* 
in whtch the volumes generally circulate f&parately. 
This diSlionary of terms is indeed one of the mofi va- 
luable -parts of the work., abounding in new and curious 
obfer vat ions relative to the, policy, the manners, and 
Die language of the. CMnefe. 

Among other exertions to re>tdtt his Edition wwr»< 
iky of the public patronage^ Mr. Phillips has taken 
muck pains to .procure a correct chart of the 
route ; an appendage which the Reader will find to 
6e indifpenfable, and without which the narrative 
would be wholly unintelligible. By making this im- 
portant addition, he conceives that he has confider- 
ably encreafed the value of the work, and given Hh 
Edition an almoft exclufive claim to the favour of the 
Public. 

tfo, 71, ,Su Paul'*" Church Yard, 
Oft. so, i;o§. 



DEDICATION, 



TO 

HIS EXCELLENCY 

GEORGE WASHINGTON, 

PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF 
AMERICA. 

SIR, 

X RAVELS among the moft ancient peo- 
ple which now inhabits this globe, and 
which owes its long exiftence to the fyftem 
that makes its Chief the Father of the 
National Family, cannot appear under 
better aufpices than thofe of the Great 
Man who was elected, by the univerfal 
fuffrage of a new nation, to prefide at the 
conqueft of liberty, and in the eftabliuV 
ment of a government in which every thing 
befpeaks the love of the Firft Magiftrate 
for the people. 

a 3 Permit 



VI DEDICATION. 

Permit me then to addrefs the homage 
pf my veneration to the virtues which in 
your Excellency afford fo . ftriking a refem- 
blance between Afia and America. I can- 
pot Ihew myfelf more worthy of the title of 
Citizen of" the United States, which is be- 
come my adopted Cptmtry, than by pay-t 
ing a juft tribute to the Chief, whofe prin- 
ciples and fentiments are calculated ta 
procure them a duration ecmal tp that pf 
ihe Chinefe Empire, 

I am, with refpe6t, 

Sin, 
Your Excellency's 
Moft humble, 

And moft obedient Servant, 
A* EJ. Vahf-B^aa^ Povc^gee^, 



ADVERTISEMENT 



OF 



THE EDITOR, 



1 HE more diftant the Regions which the Traveller 
defcribes, the more tfaty differ in their moral and phy* 
fical nature from the nations for whofe inftru&ion and 
gratification he deftines his obfervations, the more im- 
portant is it to the reader to know in what degree his 
confidence is due to the man who fpeaks to him of 
what' is palling in remote countries, an4 almoft at the 
other end of the world. 

It is particularly in refpect to China that the Fear 
of receiving the produ&ions of an imagination more or 
lefs fertile for a true recital is eafily awakened. That 
immenfe "Empire is fo little known ; the prejudices of 
its inhabitants, or rather thewifdom of its government^ 
• has thrown fo many obftacles in the way of thofe Eu- 
ropeans who might feel a defire to penetrate into the 
country in order to fatiafy their cutiofity and to ex- 
amine what imperfeft and hafty iketches have given 
them a faint idea of, that if it is eafy to give imaginary 
a 4 details 



viii ADVERTISEMENT OF THE EDITOR. 

Retails for certain facts, it is at the fame time difficult 
to fecure a true relation, from the exifting diftruft, which 
puts the Keader upon his guard againfi: the Narrator. 

Accordingly, to expert always extraordinary things 
from a Traveller who fpeaks of China, and to doubt his 
veracity merely becaufe he relates things which feem 
extraordinary— is the dtfpofEtion' of mind of thofe, who 
read any thing written concerning that aftoniflring 
conntry. 

It is to fhew the well-informed reader what degree of 
, confidence he may place in the Travels now fubmitted 

to his infpection, that the Editor has thought it ad- 
. vifeable to give him forne idea of the character of the 

.perfon who prefects them to the public. 

M. Andre Everard Van-Braam Houckgeeft, born in 
1739, in the province of Utrecht, in Holland, ficft 
ferved his country in the Dutch navy, in which two of 
his brothers, ftill alive, have more than once difplayed 
great talents, and have both obtained the rank of 
Admiral* as ajuft reward for their fervices. 

Determined by circumftances, which a ftate whofe pe- 
culiar charafterifiic it is to be commercial, often affords, 
M. Van-Braam quitted the navy in 1758, and went to 
China, in quality of Supercargo of the Dutch Eaft- 
Jndia -Company. He refided at Macao and Canton till 
1773* except during two very flxort voyages to Europe. 

Returning 
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Returning to his native land after an effective resi- 
dence of eight years in a country where in that length 
of time he could not fail to acquire great information, 
M. Yan-Braam fettled in Guelderland, and remained 
there till 1583. 

At the I aft -mentioned epoch the Independence of 
America had juft been folemnjy acknowledged by the 
powers of the old world. This event, which re echoed 
throughout Europe, and awakened ideas almoft as new 
as itfelf, infpired M. Van-Braam with the ddire of 
inhabiting a country which had been reprefented to him 
. in the moft enthufiaftic terms. 

Of all the United States he gave the preference to 
South Carolina; and in 1783 became a merchant, 
and a cultivator of rice in that State, He was even 
naturalized as a citizen, of the United States, in 17841 
and was living there in peace and happinefs, when one 
of thofe dreadful fatalities of which the climate of that 
province affords but too many examples, deprived him, 
in the courfe of a fingle month, of four of his children. 

This lofs, for which a paternal heart has never been 
able to confole itfelf, together with that of bis fortune oc- 
casioned by a falfe friend, were the motives that induced 
M. Van-Braam to liften to the proportions tranfmitted 
to him by one of his brothers in the name of the Dutch 
Jiaft-India Company, who wifhed him. to undertake 

the 
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the management of their affaire at Canton, in qaality 
of Chief of the Fa&ory. 

This new mark of confidence fhewn him by his or i- 
mitive countiy, and his derire to turn his eyes irom 
9 quarter of the globe m which his two only fans and 
two of his daughters had found an untimely grave, de- 
termined "M.. Van Braam to accept what was offered 
twin. He returned to Holland, and fet off immediately 
arfter for Canton. 

A knowledge of feveral countries, and a confeqnent 

KaVit of obferving their opposite characters, infpired 
M- Van-Braam with a delire of more attentively ex- 
amining all that he was allowed to fee of China. With 
this defire was combined that rational curiofity which 
fecks to penetrate into irayfteries under which it imagines 
mfeful truths to lie concealed ; and, laftly, that fenti- 
ment fo natural to a European, of wifhing to acquire 
further knowledge of a nation of which the little 
already known furnifhes matter of fo much well" 
founded aitonifliment. 

As foon as this proje&was conceived, M* Van-Braam 
made it one of his principal concerns. Induftrjous both 
by habit and difpofition j led by his very duties to 
make obfervations ; having opportunities more or left 
frequent of queftioning Chinefe; able himfelf to iketch 
every thing that came in his way ; enabled by the in- 
ereafe of his fortune, a confequence of his fuccefsful 

adroiniftratioa 
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admlnjftration of the Company's affairs, to pay intel- 
ligent artifts ; and never tired of waiting in order that 
he might fee things better, and hazard nothing upon 
mere conjecture, he every day added to what I ihaU 
tall his Chinefe riches. 

Exit one of tbofe uncommon events, fuch as it were to 
be wiihed might fall in the way of all true friends to 
ufeful fcience, occurred moft opportunely to iavour M* 
Yan-Braam's inclinations and plan. 

Appointed Second in the EmbafTy fent by the Dutcli 
Eaft -India Company to the Emperor of China in 1794$ 
a vaft extent of country was laid^ open to his view* 
Thus converting into pejrfona] experience what had 
been Httle more than oral tradition, he had the moil fa- 
vourable opportunity of verifying all that had been related ■ 
.to him, and, what was ftill more fortunate, of formhig 
a judgment of things which he had not even had an idea 
of enquiring into, becaufe nothing had given him reafoa 
to fufpeft their exiftence. 

Aftonilhed by what lie faw, M. Van-Braam did not 
lofe a iingle moment in making the inhabitants -of the 
other pacts of the world, as far as it depended upon hira> 
partakers in the fenlatiotis he experienced, and in the 
well-founded admiration he felt on more than one oc- 
cafion. Doubly a painter, his pen and his pencil were 
constantly employed in depicting whatever he faw ; and 
fparing neither frains nor c^pencs, he may be faid not to 

tiav£ 
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have fuffered any tiling to efcape him which was worthy 
of the attention of a difcerning public. 

The n arrat i ve of hi s j ourn ey m ay e ven be c o n fid er ed , in ' 
fome degree, as an official account of the Dutch Erabafiy, 
iince having been fubmitted to the infpe&ion of the 
perfons belonging to that EmbaiTy, it did not afford 
them the Ieaft room for criticifm, and fince the Ambaf- 
fador himfelf took copies of it, with a view of fending 
them to the Regency of Batavia, and t« the Prince 
Stallholder. 

The age of M, Van-Eraam, the fuccefs that attended 
his undertakings, the ties of natnre, and thofe of friend- 
fhip, at laft induced him to quit Canton on the fixth 
of December 1795, with a view to pafs the reft of his 
days in the United States of America. He arrived at 
Philadelphia on the 24th of April 1796. 

Never, I will vcntuie to ahert, did a foreigner leave 
China with a like trcafure, or with fo many teftimoniej 
sf his veracity; and if M, Van-Braam had only exhibited 
his numerous drawings of every thing which that Em- 
pire pretended to him as worthy ofa place in his immenfo 
collection, China would be better known by them alone 
than by all that has been written concerning it till the 
prefent day. To give an idea of what is experienced 
upon a light of all the drawings which M,. Van-Braam 
has collected, and which reprefent China in every Ihape, 
and in every point of view, I will only fay, that after 

1 the 
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the curiofity of the moft acute and inquifitive fpedrator 
is fatiated, a multitudeof things ftill remain to oe 
examined, which excite his furprife anew. 

Finally, as if it were M. Varr-Braam's deftiny to 
Jigi^aiize his abode in China by the moft ftriking cir- 
curoftanccs, he has brought over with him feveralChi- ■ 
nefe, who feem to be come purpofely to atteft the truth • 
of what he has related concerning their country, or has 
re-prefentcd in his collection of drawings ; a coHe&ion" 
which, he expofed forfeveral months at Philadelphia to 
the view of all amateurs of the fciences. It was even 
impoffible to avoid fancying otirfelves in China t while 
furrounded at once by living Chinefe, and by reprefen- 
tations of their manners, their ufages, their monu- 
ments, and their arts. 

Such are M. Van' Eraam's claims upon the good- 
will of his readers, and, I had almoft faid, upon their 
gratitude. 

As to the Editor's labours* they have been executed 
with the greater! care ; and he at leaft dcferves the praife. 
of fidelity, fince there is not a fingle line that ha3 not been 
fubmitted to the examination of the Author, who is 
fuffieicntly mafter of the French to he an excellent judge 
of every thing written in that language, 

Perfuaded that afew explanatory notes would add to the 
intereft of the work, the Author and Editor have placed 

isveyal 



teveral at the head of each of the two volumes to wfricft 
they more particularly belong *. The fame' motive fta.4 
fuggcfted them all— a defire to gratify the public. 

It j* with th« fame inteh'tio'n that the Editor has* 
thought proper to fubjoin to the wofk a notice of thV 
valuable collection qf drawings made fry M, Van-Braartf* 
who during five years constantly employed mo Chineftf' 
draughtsmen in' forming this numerous* and curious af- 
femblage of all kinds of objects. But how much doe? 
the Editor regret, that he cannot by this brief notice 
enable the Reader to participate in the pleafure refultirrg 
from a fight of the drawings ; a pleafure which increases 
in proportion as the examination of the details is mote 
dleiberate, or is taken by eyes ascuftomed to fiud out 
teau'tiea which elude, as it were> the ftrft hafty view* 

The Editor will indulge Iri no obfervatitms concerti- 
ing thewQrk itfelf, except that- it every where exhibit* 
a. character of candour, which is that of the Author* 
There is nothing, even to the repetitions which the 
occurrence of fimilar matters muflr neceflatily produce 
in % work written in the form of a journal, that does not 
prove his veracity. The franknefs with, which M. 
Vati-Braamconfefles, in two or three places, that he 
was miftaken as to points of which he thought himfclf 
aflared by preceding circutnftanees* is a Valuable tefti- 

** Thii arrangement would certainly have been the moft judicious ; bift, 
■tor fbme ceafon unknown to. tlie Englifli Editor, it has not been adopted. 
In the original the notes v*e« all placed at the end of the laft Volume j 
i« the Easliih edition thej bate been pwfcwd to the firft. 

mony 
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(cony of his literary probity, which in a traveller can* 
not be too highly prized. 

The Editor will Conclude this Advertifetnent by a 
*efle&ion which will no doubt ftrike the Reader asit does 
hitn : it is, that M. Van Braam's journal, not being 
a work undertaken with a view to reafon upon Chi- 
na in a fyftematic manner, but to give an account of 
what he has met with and perceived, it cannot be f«p- 
po&d or expected that he fiiould reduce fa&s to aat 
agreement with any particular opinions. It is iimplc 
iafts that he relates j 4he commits them to paper in ibe 
Order in which they prefent themfelves ; he even doa 
it with a fort of eagemefs admitting of no ftudied ar- 
rangement, or combination over which the nfual vanity 
of an Author might have exerted its influence : ajl 
tkefe circumftances ate fo many vouchers that his rela» 
tion has been di&atod by truth. 

To exhibit this Journal in the Frendr langw^fe in 
all its original purity has been the uniform ftudy of the 
Editor ; and the fuffrage of the Author, under urboife 
immediate infpe&ion his labours have been carried on, 
is a favourable omen of his fuccefs. He fhall efteeta 
himfelf happy, if his feeEle effort* are honoured with 
tht approbation of the Reader. 

MOREAV DE SJINTMEHr. 
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INTRODUCTION, 



A JOURNEY from Canton to trie city of 
Pe-Ungj where the Imperial Court refides 
—a Journey made acrofs parts of the Em- f 
pire of Chiria, Which never yet were marked 
with the fodtftep of an European, and where 
his inquifitive eye never yet had an oppor- 
tunity df making th6 fmalleft observation, 
cannot biit be highly iritereftirig to the Pub- 
lic, both in Europe* and throughout the 
United States of America ; arid will no doubt 
be received as an agreeable offering. In, 
this hope it was that I undertook to write ' 
a relation" of that Journey, and that I made 
a point with fdyfelf of commuting t6 paper, 
with the leaft poffible delay, every thirig I 
fhould fee and obferve, in order that I might 
give a faithful defcription of it to my coun- 
trymen. 

Whenever I travelled by water,* I had my 

Journal always on the table* that every thing 

lb might 
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might be noted down in it at the very mo- 
ment of its occurrence. Even night was 
not a reafcn for my difpenfing with this 
rule. I thought it far better to lofe a few- 
hours reft, than to let a Angle remarkable 
object efcape me* 

When our road was over-land, it was my 
invariable practice, let the time of night be 
what it might, to commit to my Journal, 
■which I then carried in roy palanquin, what- 
ever had appeared interefting to .me during 
the day. 

In returning from the. Imperial Court tp - 
the hotel occupied by the Arnbaftadqr at; 
Pa-king, I never, felt any care more urgent 
than that of noting down, evejry thing I had 
feen. - 

By thefe means I raftered nothing to efcaps 
me, and an excellent memory constantly 
helped me to re-trace the moft minute par- 
ticulars,* and to recollect even the moft tri- 
fling fjep Ihad taken* 

it 
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. fit is in confequence df thefe continual 
precautions, that I am able fo pfomife art 
fexacl: narrative df the proceedings of the 
JEmbafly, extracted - front my Journal; the' 
conftant depofitary of fa&s> reprefented with 
the mdft ftrift regard to truth. 

I May venture then to a'ffert * that a Icru~ 
puloufe precifion will be found hi the detail* 
I prefeh't to the Public, and that my -Work 
will moreover have the merit of being efW 
tehrely new* ftftce thefe is riot a fingle lin£ 
boft-dwed from any traveller or writer what- 
ever". I fhoujd even think t offered an af- 
frtifit to every well informed deader, if t 
w«re riot convinced of bis eafily perceiving 
it hitafelf. It is with the fole View there-* 
fore of doing further homage to truth, that' 
I declare that for twenty years I had read 
nothing drt the fubje£t of China. Although 
we had with us the work of NiEimofrp, con-* 
fcerning the firlt Dutch Embafly to Pe-kitig* 
I did not chilfe to confult it, becaufe I ditfc 
hot with to enter into a refutation of it*' 
contents, a! thing My no means impoffible* 
b a and 
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and becaufe it feemed indubitable that a 
century and a half muff have occafioned fome 
change in the afpe6l of the towns and efta- 
blifhmentSj and in the face of the country. 

One of our fellow-travellers, M. de 
Guignes, a Frenchman, who accompanied 
the Embaffy in quality of Interpreter, noted 
down his obfervations alfo, with the inten- 
tion of publifhing them; but his project, 
which may even ferve to {hew the confor- 
- mity of our remarks, was of no ufe to me, 
fince neither I nor any other perfon at- 
tached to the Embaffy, had any knowledge- 
of his work. My Journal, on the con- 
trary, was. copied for the Ambaffador, and 
lay open to the infpection of all the other" 
Dutchmen who performed the journey* 

On our return to Canton, I had the good 
fortune to meet with a very exact topogra- 
phical chart of the city of Pe-Mng. The 
proprietor of that chart, which was already 
of very ancient date, would not part with- 
it ; but permitted me to take a copy. It 

is 
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is fo particular, that every ftreet is diftin- 
guifhed, and the elevation of every edifice 
delineated. I eafily recognized thofe of fuch 
ftreets as I had paffed through in a carriage, 
and found out alfo the fcur gates or tri- 
umphal arches which I had remarked in a 
crofs-road on ray return from Tven-mng- 
yuen, as mentioned in my Journal under date 
of the fixth of February 1795. I was thereby 
convinced of its perfect Accuracy. 

The Imperial refidence, however, was 
only, in a manner, indicated without any 
thing to mark its limits. This defeat 1 re- 
medied, as far as my own judgment autho- 
rized me to do it, after having feen and gone 
through more than three-fourths of the 
palace. The fuburbs were alfo wanting, but 
I borrowed them from the work of Du 
Halde, in which the plan of the city is 
conformable to that of my great map. 

Thus it was that I contrived to render 
my topography of Pe-Mng more exact than 
in the Chinefe original. It was not, how- 

b 3 * ever 
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ever, pofiifale to give the fuhurbs in. t\\§ 
fame Retail as the city, becaufe my know-s 
ledge of them was not equally correct; \ 
have therefore pontepted myfelf with indi* 
eating the principal ftreets that lead and 
adjoin to. th'e gates of the town, together- 
with the two well-known edifices, the tem- 
ple of Heaven, and that- of the Earth. The 
reft of the fuburbs, in fa&, prefent nothing 
to the eye but a piece of grpnnd very irre- 
gularly built upon, in which are plots of 
pultivated land, and empty fpaces., fc , that 
one h,alf qf it is yet without huildings, as 
yre'had an opportunity of clearly perceiving 
pn the fifteenth. of February. 1795, when we 
left Pe-Ung. It appeared to me better \§ 
leave fpmething imperfect in this refpect, 
than to put errors in the place of things of 
\yjuch I was ignorant, 

I hope, however, that this will t>e no rea-s 
fon why a map fp interesting ihould be lefs 
agreeable to the curious than my relation 
itfelf i efpecially as I have alfo a number of 
other drawings and views, which by their. 
§ conformity/ 
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c onformjty with the plan, bear witnefs' to 
its accuracy. A part of them I Sketched 
myfelf, and the remainder is in my collec- 
tion of Chinefe views, which are calculated 
rUll farther to prove the accuracy of what I 
fay. I have no doubt of this kind of fupple- 
ment fully fatisfying the curiofity of my 
Readers. 

I have written the names of the cities and 
other places, according to the orthography 
of the Chinefe Mandarins, and with divi- 
sions. The hyphens fignify that all which 
they do not feparate, ought to be pro- 
nounced in a fhort and fimple manner, as 
forming only one, fyllable, although there 
are fome which, in European languages, 
would make two. Kiang, Liang, Hiang, muft 
therefore be pronounced as a fingle fylla* 
ble. 

I thought it proper to give thefe previous 
explanations to my Readers, in hopes that 
my Work would not difpleafe the Public, 
and if this expectation be not deceived, I 

b 4 fhall 
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lhall obtain the only recompence I dare to 
af|£ for my labours and my care. 

A, E. V. BRAAM HOUCKGEESZ 



In magnii votuijfefat eft. 
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Bamboo, 



XT is indigenous in China, where no lefs than fixty-thsw 
diftinft fpecies are known. See Memmres Chinou, vol. ii. of the 
quarto edition, page 623. 

Bareow. 

In a work written by Father Martin, a Jefutt, intitled, 
Defcripiion Gtographicfue de la Chine, and quoted by the Ui/loint 
Ginirah de la Chine, par Mdffla, rcdigee par Gro/ier, in the 13th 
toI. of the quarto edition, it is faid that the Chinefe failing 
barrows, or waggpns, are a fic\kra. It would require, however, 
an extravagant degree of fcepticifm to doubt of their ejriftence, 
after what the Author relates, and the engraved plan of one that 
h added to the drawings, of which a notice will be found at the 
end of the Second Volume, 

Beak, 
The bean of which mention is &Ydral times made in this 
'VVorfe, and which fumiihes the Chinefe with a kind of juice or 

liquor, 



Kquor, that they drink like milk, is the Cytifut Cajm x$ 
Lhwisetis, known in feveral places by the name of Pots Pigeon, 
and erroneoufly confounded by Bomare with the Angola pea, 
which refembles, it neither irt form* tafie, nor colour, {fr. j?^) 

, Beggars, 

$eggars afe tjot common in China. Some are feen at Canton, 

Puring the" journey of the Embaffy, the author met with 

noae, except in the weft part of the province of Ghwig-tong, and 

In that of Tcfall, They are very unfretpient in the other parts. 

pf the empire, (Fr, Ed t ) 

Ptau's-NEtTS. 

The following- account is given of thefe bird'a-nefts in the 
the Hifioire Generate lie la Chine, par Mailk, vol.. I J, of quarto 
edition, page 6"jo. 

*' They come from the rocks upon the coafl of Tong^ingt 
Java, Coch'mchlna, &c. and are the nefts built by a fpecies of 
bird, -of which the plumage much refembles that of our fwal- 
Jowe, Their manner pf building them U alfo nearly the fame, 
except that the nelbofthe former are made of little fifti, which 
they cdntriye to glue together %vith the fpujpe of the fea, Tbey 
are detached from the rocks asfoon as the young ones take their 
flight; for it is the neft, and nut tlie bird, that is of value f 
Whole boats are filled with this commodity, which becomes a 
considerable branch of commerce iu the above countries. The 
property of this Angular fort pf aliment is to give a favowy tafte 
to every dlfh of which it makes a part." 

The Chinefc are alfo of opinion that thefe birdVnefts are a Si- 
mulant to love, and in this perfuafion, fome of them have been 
known to give as much as an hundred Louis d'OTS for twenty-five 
pounds weight of birdVnefts. 

The Author himfelf fold fome at Canton as high, as fix Louis 
ft'ors the Cati, oj twenty ounces French. f^Peitit de mare.) 

They 
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TThey are carried to Holland, inhere there is a great confiunj*. 
tiouofthem, and where they are in high req.uefiV {Fr.Ed.) 

Button. 

A button, placed upon the front of the cap, ferves in Chin* 
to mark a]I the gradations of power, from the Emperor to the 
loweft Mandarin, The Emperor alone wears a kge pearl as ; 
button. Among the Mandarins, the buttons decreafe ia value 
In the following order ; 

A button of a dark purple fione of a round form, but bar* 
jug fix fides or facets. 

The &roe, oblong. 

A button of figured coral of a round form,- with fix lidex. 

The fame, oblong. 

A button of pkun coral of a round lhape, and having £% 
fides. 

The fame, oblong. 

A button of a blue tranfparcnt tone of a round form, witlt 
fix fides. 

The fame* but of an oblong Qjape. 

A dark blue button of a round form, having fix fidea.T 
' The fame, oblong. 

A white tranfparent button, haying fix fides, and a *©uw| 
form. 

The fame, oblong* 

An opakc white button of a round fprni, with fix fidei. 

The fame, oblong, 

A round gilt button. 

A round filver button, 

Castlkb. - 
The Chinefe Caftles are fortifications of more or Ids eonfe* 
guence, intended tft defend particular points, anji furrounded 

*itli 
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with walls, having embrafures, or loop holes in them, through 
which the foldiers fire their arrows or mufket-Jhot. 

Catu 
The Cati is a Chinefe weight equal td fixteen taels or ounces^ 
each of which U equivalent to an ounce and a quarter troy weight. 
{Potds de mare.) 

Cattang. See Bean, 

Cedar. 

Authors who have written concerning China have ventured to 
affiirt, that no fueh tree exifts in the country ; but M. Van. 
Eraam fpeaks of them too frequently for any doubt to remain on 
that head. 

The Reader is alfo referred to the fecond voL of the Memotrh 
Cfciuoit, quarto edition, page 5*9, where it is called the $Tanv» 
»aou of the Chinefe, [Fr. Ed,) 

Chap. 

A g§fierical word, which indicates a piece of hoard or tablet* 
Jnfcribed with the name of any one, pr with fome title defignat- 
ing him, to which the fame honours are paid that he would have 
a right to expect in perfon, 

A petition or memoiial addreffed to a tribunal, or to a per* 
fon Jnvefted with any authority whatever, no matter on wliat 
fubjeft, and even a common letter, is alfo a, Chap, 

Cobido. 
A Chinefe roeafure of three kinds, viz, the Mandarin's Co* 
I'uh ; the merchant's GohidbT, and the carpenter's CoUdo. The 
laft is meant as pften as the word Cobido is employed in this 
work. It is equivalent to fourteen French inches, wanting a 
line. {Fr r Ed„) 

COHASG* 
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COHANO. 

The final g jnuft not be pronounced. It is the Company of 
merchants of Canton, who enjoy the exclufive privilege of 
trading with Europeans. 

COHANGIST. 

A Merchant, member of the Company of Cohang, 

Confucius. 

I muft obfewe here, that it is only in conformity with the 
French pronunciation, that I have put in the body of the Work 
Kong-fou-tft, inftead of Hong-faU'tfi, which M. Van Braam 
affures me is the true way of fpelllng the name of the firfl; of 
«H the Chinefe phifofophers. [Ft, Ed.) 

Coke a. 

A kingdom of the peninfula oE Afia, fituated between China 
and Japan, to the north- eaft "of the latter, on which it borders. 

The inhabitant* of this kingdom, which ia tributary to China» 
are called Coreahs. It was there Ambaffadors whom the Author 
found at Pe-h'ng, and with whom he was admitted to fevcral 
audiences or imperial ceremonies. {Ft. Belt) 

CotJLIS, 

This name, which is borrowed from India, is applied to all 
forts of labourers, but particularly to thofe who carry par- 
ens, merchandize, &c. an occupation which ia cotifidered as * 
the loweft of* 11, becaufe it ia that of fuch individuals as can get 
toothing elfe to do, Almoft all of them go with their head 
and feet naked. 

M. Van Braam thinks that the pay of thofe employed in the 
journey of the Embafly from, Canton to PeUng> was about 
twenty-five French f<m {* (hilling Englifh} perday« 

AD 
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A!! authors concur in praifing the Chinefe Ceulls for the' a'ds 
drefs with, which they carry the heavieft loads, by means of 
fcamboos, which they lay acroft their fooolders/ and to which! 
the load h fufpended by a cord. { Fr. EJ.) 

Dragon. 

That fabulous animal is at once fytnbolical and mythological 
w China. E«ry thing_that emanaterfrcm the Emperor bear* 
the figure of a dragon j and it is alfo put upon all the Imperial 
edifices, furniture, and ornaments. 

The "Dragon is venerated throughout China; but fhe Em- 
Jteror alone has tb.6 right of having them painted, embroidered^ 
or fculptured with five claws or talons. The reft of the nation 
cannot ufe figures of dragons with more than four. 

Emperor. 

It has*"been faid erroneoufly (Lettfes Edifiantet, tome 17, page 
fipj that he alone has the right of baring hit palace eiaSly 
fronting the fouth ; for every individual tnrns his boufe a* 
much as he can to that quarter of the ijcy, as the moft falubriGu* 
and convenient expofure. See Memotrit Chmoh, tome iii. In 4t<j.* 

pag= 434' ( Fr - Sd.) 

It is with the feme difregard of truth that it has been fatdy 
that the Chinefe lhut themfelves up in their houfes when the 
Emperor goes out, and that thofe he happens to meet on his 
road turn their becks with their face to the ground, to efcapc 
the penalty of death. It has even been aflertedj that* this i* 
the reafon why the houfes have no windows looking into thfi 
'feteets, Thefc aflertions, already contradicted by the Memvirfh 
CSinoh,. tomeii. page.^j^ are formally difprbved by what th* 
Author relates of the Emperor, while on his way to Tuen-mmg-f 
yuttt. (Fr. Ed.) 

He, af whofe hanging himfclf the AiKhdr fpenfcs, was Horn* 
tfatg, the laft Emperor of the" ChiSefe $yr\&f of Mfyg. Seeing 



himfetf on the point of falling into the haada of the Manchoo 
Tartars, he hung himfelf with his own girdle* within the wall* 
of the Imperial palace, after having given Ha daughter a fabt« 
wound, of which Dulwld: {vol. U page 478* of thp oftavo edi- 
tion) fays fhe died { but from which the Bljlotrt Gfacrah de lit 
Chine, par MaUld, vol, x. o&avo edition, page 492, affirm* dial 
fhe recovered. At the time of this event, which took place in 
1644, the unfortunate monarch was thirty-fix years of age. 
{Jfr. Id.) 

Examination c? StudSbts. 
Tills relates to the young men who devote themfelves to the 
ftudy of the fciences. There are generally four thouland in the 
Academy-) or Gymnafium, at Canton* 

The Chinefe attach the higheft importance to the examina- 
tions they undergo, becaufe thofe who get through them fuc- 
cefsfully are defined to fill the different pofis in the Admiet- 
ftration, even the moft eminent* 

Very curious details concerning thefe examinations, and tfcs 
attendant formalities, are to be found in the Lettres Edijhnt*s t 
page 125. (Fr, Ed.) 

This is the governor of a great city, and of a portion of 
territory forming the diftri£t round. Four of the province! 
•f China have Fou-yuens for their immediate Chiefs* 

Gatb. 

Thofe which mark the feparation of the province*, and of 
which the author mentions one in the courfe of the work, are 
great and heavy gates of wood* with their lunges let into th* , 
*tck. They are carefully guarded, and (hut during the night. 

GoKQOtt. 

The GoHgom t» a copper bftfon fufpended by 9 cord, and* 
ftruct with a very Iar|e Ha&h, ThiV inftmmenfc- which- i» very 

fonorou*> 



**Xtt NtfTfiS, 

ibnorous, has the found of a final! or large bell,- according as % 
js of greater or finaller fize. 

The word Goiigom is not Chinefe ; for it is ufed in Africa to 
fignify a 'large drum, which is £lfo calkd Tamtam in other 
African countries. 

The Chinefe word* for GimgCm Is La. In the Memotres CMtiois* 
%aL ii. of the quarto edition,, is a very curious description of 
the manner of making it, given by the learned M. Amiot, who 
iaye that it is compofed of a mixture of copper, tin, >and bif- 
aruth, in the proportion of ten parts of copper, three of tin; 
and one of bifmuth. (Ft, Ed.) 

Hou-pc-tf. 
Is the principal officer of the cuftoms, and receiver- general 
cif the taxes* It is merely an office, and not 3 diftinft rant 
among the Mandarins ; for a Mandarin with a white button, 
artd even with a clear blue Sutton, may be equally appointed ' 
Hou pou. 

Jos. 
- A Chinefe generics! word; fignifying IJoL 

'Lamas. See Thibet* 

Lbagus. ' ' 

A$ often is the word league occurs i» this w,orfe, it muft ■ 
be underftood as a league of 2£ to the degree, and equal to ■ 
11,282 toifes. 

It muft alfo be obferved that the diftances, mentioned in 
thofe parti of the journey performed by water, are thofe actu- 
ally travelled, in following the courfe of the rivers and caualgy 
and not the pofitive diilance from one place to another. 

Lima Islands. 
Tbefe are little iflands, 'or rather fmall and barren rocks, 
fifteen or fifteen in number, fituated at about five leagues dif- 
tance from the river of Canton* . • ~ 
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A Chinefe itinerary meaiure. 250 Li make a degree of 
latitude. Now, as a degree of latitude is eftimated at 25 
leagues of 2jzSo toifes each, it is equivalent to 57,050 tc# ea > 
A ii Ss confequently equal asSf toifes. The tolfe is fix French 
feet. (fr ( W.) 

Lingua. 

TJiisJ^rm. is Porbugiiefe. 

Mahometans, 

WefifldintheM&BOjm Chincis, torn. 5, m 4tO. page 24* thai 
Usn$h<.ian introduced Mahometans into China, and that abput 
l6jCta the Emperor Cbun-cby drove out thofe who were ftilj 
|n pofieffion of the chair of mathematics 

A.B to the motive of the expulnon of the Mahometans from. 
China in 1784, which agrees with that mentioned by the 
author, when fpeaking of the Mofque, which he found at 
Hong-tehtBU-fott, a very cireumftantial account of it is given in a 
letter 60m M.Aniot, a RCJJionary, dated the 15th- of November* 
I7?4# and alio contained in the Jffeig&ret Ckmois, torn. £ i, in 
4*o. p^e $90. ( Fr. £4>) 

Makchoo. See Tartars. 

\ Ma a sum. 

As often as meafure* are not fpecifdly defign&ted, tiiey fee 
French. (? r. EdJ 

MlAO. 

■ A general term for temple* dedicated to Idols. ^Phey are 
♦ery confiderable buildings in China, ajjd fome of them coft 
wwueafe fuma, §ee Rtfy'ipi. [Fr. $1) 

Money. Set "txzu 

<i Mqsgvl*. 



Mohguls. See Tartars* 

Monqt/a, 
Or, according to the pronunciation, Manama, -vltA thfi- 
Chief of the Company of Cohang, at the time of which the 
author is fpeaking. (Fr, Ed.) 

Namheuyen. 

This is a Mandarin of Juftice, whofe fpeclal bufinefc it 
is to maintain the jpolice, and preferve order among the 
inhabitants. 

Paint. 

It appears in the imlruc*tions of the Emperor Kang-hl to hi* 
Tons, given in the Mtmoires Chmou, quarto edition. voL'ix. 
page 226", that under the preceding dynafty, the cerufs and 
cinnabar confined by the ferrant-girls belonging to the palace, 
coft ten millions of livres. {Fr. Ed.) 

pAtANQITiH. 

It is, properly 'fpeaking,' an European fedan-chair, except 
that the poles art'longer, more elaftic, and borne upon the 
ihoulders. There are fome which are open) and others that are 
more or lefs richly painted, according to the ufea, and the. 
perfons, for which they are intended. The poles or fhafts are 
fo contmed, that the number of bearers may be increafed t 
lather 'out of luxury, and to announce high rant, thart for. any 
pnrpofe of real utility. From two to eight porters are ge. 
nerally employed % but the Emperor has no left than thirty- 
two, (FnEd.) 

Pjacock's Feather. 
This feather, fluck in the cap of a Chinefe, announces that he 
is a great Mandarin of letters, or Military Mandarin of the 
full rank, 

la 



tft the Imperial ptlace, there are -Mandarins bearing this 
feather, who may he compared to the Vatctt~ck-Ghambre of 
European Princes. 

There is alfo a kind of Mandarins who wear a long black 
feather ; hut thefe two kinds of Mandarins in wailing do not 
wear their feathers out of the palace* nor even when off doty; 
•while the Mandarins of the firfi rank never lay theirs afide. 

Pb-king. See CHiT»-TiN<3-rotr» See alfo Temperature. 

At Pe-iing, the north part, in whichitaads the Imperial palace, 
is diftirtguiftied by the appellation of thf "tartar City, and all 
the ibutb. quarter, which properly fpeaking is only the fuburbs of 
Peking, is called the Chmeje City. 

The proper natnc of this city is Chun-tlng-f<m ; the word 
Pt-iing, which fignifies the Northern Court, being only an 
epithet. But the Europeans hare adopted the latter word, be* 
■ eaufe mere eify to. pronounce. 

PlCOU' 

A picol is equal to a hundred Cutis, or a huiiSred and twenty- 
fire French pounds, troy-weight {peids de marc)* (Fr, Ed.) 

Portuguese. 

The reader muft not be fiirprifed in this work, at feverat 
words derived from the Portugueze, fince Portugueze and 
Englifli are the habitual and commercial tongues of foreigner* 
at Canton. {Fr. Ed,) 

Prostitutes. 
Oemelle reproaches JSfieuhoff with faying, that tlw'fe are w.o- 
men of that defcription in Cbirta ; but the fa& is but too true, 
and is proved Mnequirocally by what tbfe Author fcy§ upon the 
fubjeci. 
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Ob t"he river of Canton there are boats with women of plea- 
fu» m them. "With thefe women the Chinefe of the town fome- 
times pafs three or four days together. 

They are trained up by other women, who carry oa this 
fhameful traffic j and are fo ioftrufted as to be ignorant of 
.nothing lafcivious or immodeft. As the Chinefe experience no 
tendernefs from their wives, they are fond of this fort of immo- 
rality. 

Among thefe girls there are fome who at the age of ten 
years are already withered and worn out by the excefs of their 
complaifance. 

Several of them fdmetimes join the execution of what they 
have been taught, or what they have devifed to Inflame the ima- 
gination of their 'admirers. {Fr.Ed.) 

Red Candles. 
They are made of a kind of tallow extracted from ajree, 
and are coated with tallow of a harder kind, and after- 
wards painted red. The wick of. all the Chinefe candles is of 
bamboo. 

R.RGBNCY. 

The word Regency is repeatedly ufed in this work to figtufy 
government or adminiftratioo; as the regency of Batavia, the 
regency of Macao, and even the regency *>f Canton, that is, 
the adminiftration of the province of ^uang-tang^ intruded to 
the Tfong-tou, the Bou-yuen, and the Hou-pw, who all wfide in 
the city of Canton. (Fr. Ed.) 

Religion. 

The primitive religion of China is that of the ancient pa- 
triarchs, filch as Abraham, Melchifedeck, &c. It is from that 
religion that the Emperor derives the title of High-Prieft of the 
Almighty, by\irtueof which hti alone exerfcifw the functions of 

it in China* 

The 
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The fecond fort of religion, adopted long after thefiift, and 
confe^uentty when tlie Chuiefe were already embodied into a 
regular nation, is Idolatry, and Idolatry carried to fuch a length, 
that every one is free to make Gods according to his fancy* fp 
that every head of a family has fome of his own creation. 

This plurality of Gods naturally precludes all idea of a par- 
ticular form of worfhip 'bringing together the members of cer- 
tain fects. There are no external practices of devotion among 
the Chmefe, if we except the male and female Bonzes. 

There are, however, principal divinities who are very generally 
revered, and to whom all agree in afcribing a power over fome 
particular thing, The Chinefe fometimes go to the temples of 
thefe divinities to offer them homage ; and to tills worfhip the 
women are not altogether ftrangers, though they repair to the 
pagodas with great precaution* to avoid being feen ; but thip 
has nothing in common, nor comparable with the ufage, which 
in certain religions bring together all the individuals who pro- 
fefs it in one common temple. The Bonzes alone affemble to 
pray. 

But notwithftanding the almoft univerfal prevalence of ido- 
latry, and notwithftanding its being countenanced by the Em- 
peror himfelf, it is worthy of remark that he never goes to adore 
an idol, but contents himfelf with fending Mandarins to do fo in 
his ftead. 

He profeffes pnblickly »o other religion than that of the 
Almighty, God of Heaven and of Earth ; nor does lie offer 
Ciwifices to any but that Being fiiperior to all others, to the 
mam's of his anceftors, and to the fpirit of Confucius. 

There are lempks or M'taot where obfeene Idols receive a 
tribute of refpe& and devotion from the Chinefe, who generally 
bmfti at things which the moft feverc modefty does not blame in 
other countries j but fupeiftition throws as it were a veil over 
thefe imagt s, which prevents Chintfe modefty from being here 
put to the blufh. 

e 3 Samsov 



KXvia Hot eg* 

Samsov. 
A Chinefe liquor drawn from rice by diftfllation. The eonu 
jnon Samfou has a very difagreeable tafte, but that of the court 
ia on the contrary very pleafant. 

Salutes. 

The falutes fired by the Chinefe, in honour either of the 
Xmbaffy, or Ambaflador, confifted in difcharging three fmall 
pieces of cannon, or rather pedcreros, (tuck in the ground with 
their muazles upwards, 

A Chinefe boat, which carries from five to eight hundred 
weight. They are ufed at Vampou to load and unload the 
European (hips, which find it impoffible to get beyond that 
roadfted into the river of Canton) on account of the {hallow- 
»efe of the latter. 

Safantin. 

The Portuguefe name for a light veffel, built for going fait 
cither with oars or fails, and employed, for that reafon, as ad- 
vice boats between Can.toa and Macao. Thefe veflels alfo go 
eut to fea. 

Tael, 

A weight of gold or filver, equivalent to an ounce and a 
Quarter French, or ia money to about feven livres ten fous, In 
China a hundred Spaqiftk dollars are reckoned worth feventy. 
two tails. 

The Chinefe have po pieces of money hvtftpxctu of copper, 

Tartars. 
The Manehoo Tartan are tliofe who inhabit Chinefe Eaftern 
Tartary. Spelled from China in J 3 68, with the Monguls who 
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had admitted them, they had their own chiefs tinder the name of 
Kant tfll'1644.; but the Kan of Nlngtwta, then become Emperot 
of China, and head of the prefect dynaity, which confequently 
fprings from a Manchoo Tartar, fubje&ed them all. 

The Mongul Tartan, who conquered China in 1280, and who 
Were driven out in 1 280, inhabit Chinefe WefternTartary. They 
are governed by Kam> or princes, who are all fubjeft to the Em- 
peror of China, as Grand Kan of the Tartars, [Fr. Ed,) 

T«K?ER.ATURB. 

1 beg the reader here to pardon my entering into a compa- 
rifon of temperatures, 

Pe-i'mg is in 30. degrees 5 J minutes north latitude, and Phila- 
delphia in 39 degrees 56, fo that they may be faid to be under 
the fame parallel. 

The winter is exceedingly cold and fevfire at Pe-km<r ; and the 
nature of the winter at Philadelphia is the lame. 

The winter begins earlier at Pi-Bug than at Philadelphia) but 
it is over equally late at both places. 

At Peking the north wind is inexprefiibly piercing and pre- 
valent. 

In the city of Philadelphia the fame may be faid of the north- 
weft. 

At Pe-littgi water freezes before Reaumur's thermometer has 
fallon to the freezing point, a phenomenon alfo obfcrved at Phi- 
ladelphia. 

There is however in general lcfs> mtenfity, and ftill lefs duration 
in tlit cold at Philadelphia, than at Pf-l'mg ; fince in the former 
city there are pretty frequently partial thaws, which foften the 
furfiiee of the ice (for it does not melt rid at a degree of heat 
which would melt it in France.) 

As to the fummer it is fo hot at Pftong that Reaumttr's ther- 
mometer is often at 32 degrees above o {104. of Fahrenheit*) 

C4 la 
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111 1743 the heat was fo exceflive, that increasing from the 
15th of July to the 25th, it raifed the thermometer, that laft 
day, to 55 degrees and a half (u 1 £ of Fahrenheit). There 
died within that time at Pe-kmg eleven thoufand four hundred, 
perfons, although refrefhments were diftrlbuted in the ftreets. 

In 1760 the heat tilled eight thoufand perfons in lefs than 
two months. 

Philadelphia Is without doubt far from experiencing fuch a 
fetal degree of heat; but the thermometer often rifes ashighas 
28 degrees of Reaumur (95 of Fahrenheit), In the fummerthe 
days are burning hot j they qre difireffing j and the nights are 
almoft as hot as the day. 

Another refemblance between the two places I am fpeaking 
of, is thefudden change in the ftate of the atmofphere — a change 
which fometimes amounts to tea or twelve degrees of Reaumur, 
ia lefs than twenty-four hours*, and frequently to five or fix de- 
grees in a very few hours. This variation is moft frequently 
produced at Philadelphia by the north-weft wind. 

The barometer alfo undergoes very fudden changes at Phila- 
delphia. J have fometimes obferved there from 6 to 7 lines dif- 
ference in lefs than as many hours, 

Pe-k'mg is then at once colder and hotter than Philadelphia 5 
but c-ti the opinion adopted by the inhabitants of the latter city, 
concerning the favourable alteration that is to take place in both 
ftafons, he cojifidered as well founded, after what we know of 
Pf %£, which notwith (landing the clearing of the land fome 
thoufand yeaib back, Hill remains the fame J 

I am aware that it may be faid that Naples and Madrid, which 
are nearly undsr the fame parallel of latitude as Pch'mg and Phi- 
ladelphia, enjoy notwithstanding a very different temperature 
om that of thofe two cities. But I believe that we may con- 
le from that very circumftance, that the clearing of the land, 
j .,m which alone a change of climate feems to be expe&ed in 

America^ 
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Jimenez, h not the on|y eaufe that operates in producing a par- 
ticular temperature ; and in fpite of all that is feid of the favour- 
able alteration that has taken place in the kft 60 years, I doubt 
whether that opinion, though pretty generally received, defervea 
entire confidence. Nothing is more fubjeft to error than Judg* 
ments formed concerning the ftate of the atmofphere, when they 
are only founded upon our fenfations. (i*r, Ed.) 

Thibet. 
A kingdom tributary to China, and bordering upon it to the 
weftward. The priefts are there called Lamast and there the 
Grand or Dalai-Lam lw his refidence, {Fr, r Ed t ) 

Tides. 

Father Martin, in his geographical defcription of China, 
torn. 8, in folio, Ju Recueil des Yoyagct de Thevetwt) page 
141, Jpeaks of the movement of the tide at Hong-tsht&u-fmt 
mentioned by M. Van Braam, He even pretends that m the 
month of O&ober it is accompanied by very extraordinary cir- 
cumftanees. 

Tries. 

The author's (peaking of the (hade of trees on the 27th 
of November, is by no means ■ fuvprizing, when it is con. 
fidered that he was frill in the province of $>uang-t<tng, where 
the foreft trees never lofe their leaves, but only change them in 
the fpring, the winter being there fcarcely perceptible. 

The fruit trees, on the contrary, flied their leaves in the 
months of September and O&ober. 

Tsowg-too, 

Is, properly fpeaking, a Vice-roy governing a province. 
This employ is the moft elevated that can be held by a 
Mandarin of the firft rank, who is not officially refident 
at Court. Only eight of the fifteen provinces of China are 

governed 
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governed by Tfimg-tousi three of whom have two province* 
fubjeft to their adminiftration. The four remaining are fuper. 
intended by Fou-yusits, 

The authority of a Tfong-tott is very great. He is never ad. 
drefled without marks of the moft profound refpefit : no Chinefe, 
unlefs a Mandarin, is ever allowed even to fpeak to him but on 
Big knees. The title given him by his countrymen in addrefiing 
him is moft fuitably tranflated by that of Highneft. 

Wall (Great). 

Which is the boundary of China towards Tartary. 

The annals of China fay it was begun under one Prince> three 
hundred and three years before the Chriftian era ; that it was 
then continued by two others ; that a fourth united thefe firft 
three portions ; and that it was completed more than two hun- 
dred years after. See Mtmoires Chinou, torn. 2, in 4to. p. 461. 

The Chinefe call the great wall Oucm-li-tchang tching> that is, 
the great wall of ten thouf.uid l\. 

It does not, however, with all its windings and turnings com- 
prife more than five hundred leagues. It is twenty or twenty- 
five feet high, and broad enough in fome places for fix horfes to 
pals abreaft. In fome parts it is carried over mountains almoft 
inacceflible, and is in one place, according to Father Verbieft, 
eight hundred and fixty-four toifes above theleveJ of tile fea. In 
foroe places it is alfo carried over rivers upon arches. 

Since the Tartars fubdued Chiua, fome few paflages are alone 
kept in repair. The reft is falling to ruins. 

See Hjftoire Gincrah dt la Chine} far MaiUa, torn. 2, in 4to. 
page 373. (Fr.Ed.) 

Yellow 

Is the colour fet apart for the Imperial Family in China. 

All the princes of the blood, defcended in a right line from the 
founder of the dynaily, wear a yellow girdle. In the collateral 
branches, the girdle is orange- colour. 

3 There 
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There is no fear of any otlier individual wearing that colour, 
becaufe in the Empire of China, the drefs of every one" is fined 
by law, from the Emperor, to the very loweft clafTes. 

There are ibmetimes articles of drefs in which yellow appears, 
although they donot belong to Members of the Imperial Family. 
Such are the robes given to celebrated warriors. But thofe veft- 
ments have fomething in their form which exhibits a linking 
difference, at the fame time that the yellow colour excites the 
idea of a great favour conferred. (Fr. Ed, ) 

Y-TAY-YEH, 

This is a Court Mandarin, and member of the ^reat tribunal 
for tie admirufiraticn of public affairs. 
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ITINERARY 

Of the Journey made by the Dutch EmbaJJy to 
the Court of the Emperor of China, from Can- 
ton to Pe* king j ferving to explain the Map 
inferted at the jbegwning of ibefrfi Vohme, 



November, 1794. 

22. We fet off (by water upon the river) from 
Quang-cheQU-'fon, in tfocprovihce of (Canton) $>uang~ 
tang. 

23. Fochan; a city without walls, of confiderible 
commercial conftqtffcnce. 

San Cheuycchen. 

24. Tfing-yvm-chen. 
26. In-te-chen. 

28. Chao-tcheou-fou, 

I)94» Detember. " . 
Nart-hiong-foB. 

From thence we travelled overthe mountains called 
Moiling-chan to Nan-ngan-fou, in the province of 
Kiang-fi, 

From thence we refuraed our journey by the rivef. 

4. Nan-hang-chen. 

5* Kan-tcheon-fou. 

6. Nan-ngan-chen. 

t 7. Tai-ho-chen. 
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7. Tai h'o-chen. 
Ki-ngan-fou. . 

8. Ki- ehauye-dien. 
ICia-ki a n g-chen. 
SintU'clien. 

9. Tong-ching-chen. 

10. Tfa-tfin-fe, which is on the oppofite fidt. 
!N an-tchang-fbu. 

Thence we proceeded by land, being ftill in the pro- 
vince of Kiang-fi, 

11. Kien-tchang-chen. 
Ta ngan-chen. 

13. Kicou-kiang-fbu. 
Liang-kiang. A village. 

Then through the province of Hou-quangt 

14. Houang- mey-chen. 
. -ij|( Ting ching chan. 

Through the province of Ktang-nam* 
16. Fong-chang-y. A village. 

Tay-ha-chen. 

Tcheou-tfi-ecb. A town. 
1 7* Tfien-chan-chen. 

Tcheou-lou-hau. A town, 
18. Tau-tchong-y. A village. 

Tong-ching-chen. 

Tay-qua-fe, A village. 

Yu-ching-chen. 
fla. Tau-chan-clien. 

Koim-eck. A town. 
33. JLiu-tcheou-fbu, 

Tin-fau-fe. A village. 

24. Liang-chan-chen, 
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34. Liang-chan-chen, 

Ho-chan-ek. A town. 
' Ching-kiou-ek. A town. 
25. Ting-yan-chen. 
a6. Hong-chang-chen. 

Lin-ouay-cben. 
27. Hau-kiang-po. A town. 

Cau-chan-ek. A town. 
38. V'ha-cban-y. A village, 

Sieou-tcheou. 

29. Y-cau-y. A town. 
Tan-cban-ek. A town. 

30. Siu-tcheou. 
Li-cok-ck. A town. 

31. Long-chong, A village. 
Tong-y-lau. A village. 

Through the province of Chan-ton^. 
Chan-can- mg, A tow ru 
1795, January, 

Kay-hau, "A village. 

Lam-ching-chen. 

Tang-chen. 

Kay-hau-y-chen. 

Tfeo-chen. 

2. Ycn-tcheou-fou. 
Ouen-chang-chen. 

3. Tong-ping-tcheou. 
Tong-ngo-chen. 
Fong-ching-ek. A town. 

4. Yin-ping-chen, 
Ji-ou-chan. A town, 
Kao-tang-tclieou. 

5. Nghen-chen. 



5. Nghen-chen, 
Te-tcheou. 

Through the province of'Tcbe-ft* 
King-tcheou. 

6. Fau-ebing-chen. 
Kien chen. 

5. Ho-kien-fou. 

Lin-chou-fing. A tottrt. 

Yin-kion-chen. 

Hiong-chen. 
8* Sin-ching-cheo. 

Tfo-'cheou. ■ 
9. Liang-hiang-chen. 

Lo-ko-kiou< A town. 

Fee-ching-fe. A city. 
dmn-ting-fou, or Pe-king* 

RETURN OF THE EMBASSY. 

Through the province of TcM-IL 
1795, February, 

15. Fee-ching-fe. 
Chm-tcheou-rin. A village. 

16. Liang-hiang-cheii. 
Tan-tfin-y, A town. 
Tfo-tcheou. 

j 7. Fan-komi. A village. 

Sin-ching-chen. 
j8. Pay-hau-fe, A fhwll place. 

Hiongehen. 
19. Yen-kiou-cheru 

Y-li-pou. A town. 

20. Ho-kien-foa< 
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20. Ho-kien-fou. 
Hien-chen. 

21. Chm-ka-kien. A fmall place.- 
Fau-chi n g-chen. 

22. King-tclieou. 

Through the province of Chan-tong. 
Te-tcheou*. - — ' 

23. Ping-yuen-chen. 

24* Un-chan-kiou. A town. 
Yu-ching-chen. * 
Tfi-ho-chen*6nfang. A town. 

25. Tfi-ho-chcn. * 
Chang -tfin-chen-onfang. A town. 
Chang'-tfin-thehl 
Chang-haya. A village. 

26. Kong-chan-pu. A town. 
Kong-chan-chiou. 
Song-ching-chcn. 
Tay-ngan-tcheou. 

27. Chui-ku-chan. A town. 
Yong-lau-chen, 

28. Sin-tay-chen. 
Mong-in-chcn. 

1795, March. 

1. Kiaug.cha-fin. A town* 
Teu-chang-y. A town. 
Tfang-ti-tfi. A village, 
A. Poian-chan. A village. 
Sin-cong-y. A hamlet. 

* Hence the road U no longer the feme as dm by which the Arobat 
*M« wem to Ft-kivg. 

d Sin-coDg-chen, 
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Sm-eong-chen. 
3. Li-ca-chong, A town- 

Sau-yi-pu. A village. 
4.. Yen-chin-chen. 

Kiang-vho-fau-y. A village. 
Through the province of Kiang-nam. 
Tcheou-mon, A village, 

5. Sang-hau-chi. A village* 
Su-tfien-chen* 

In-hau-che. A village. 

6. Tfong-kmg-che. A town. 
Von-ca-fen. A town. 

8. Sin-can-pu, A town* 

Then by water through the fame province. 
Tiin-ho-chen. 
Houay-ngan-foa. 

9. Pau-in-chen. 
12. Kau-you-tcheou. 

Yang-tcheou-fou, 

17. Qaa-tcheou. 
Ching-kiang-fou. 

18. Tang-yang-chcn. 

19. Chang-tcheou-fou. 

20. Vou-fi-chen. 
ati Sou-tcheou-fou. 

22. Un-kiang-chen. 

Through the province of Tche-kiang, 

23. Che-men-chen, 

24. Hong-tcheou-fou. 

25. By land ao S, as far as the town called Tfak-bau, 
Mid then by water. 

28. Fu-yang-chen. 

29. Tong-hi-chen. 
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29. Tong-lu-chen, 

30. Yen-tchecm-fou. 

31. Lan-ki-chen. 

I795» Jpr'l- 

, 2. Long-yofc-chrfn. 

3. Kiou-tcheou-fou. 

4. Chang-chan-chen. 

5. By land 85 //, as far as the city of Chu-chati- 
chen, in the province of Kiang fi, and tben by watsr. 

7. Qviang-fin-fou. 

8. Kp-j'ang-cb^a* ' 

9. Qua4ci*-ehen. 
«0. Ngan-yin-chen. 
11. Yu-kaarchau 
13. Nan-tchaog-fou*. 
15. Tong-ching-chen. 

17. Siu-tu-chen* 

18. Kia-kiang-'then, 

19. Ki ehauye'-chen. 

20. Ki-ngan-fbu. 

21. Tay-ho-chen. 
23. Nan-ngan-fou. 
37. Kan-tcheou-fou. 
29. Nan-hang-chen. 
1795, Afojr. 

1. Nan-ngan-fou. 

3. By laud 120 It, crofting again the mountains of 
Moiling- chang, as far as the city of Nan-hiong-fou } in 
the province of £>uang-tmg. 

* Here the Erabaffy returned to the road by which it had gone to 

5. Chao-tcheou-ftm. 
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5. Chao-tcheou-fou, 

6. In-te-clien. 

7. Tfing.yan-chen. 

8. San-cheuye-chen. . v -. . -. f- 

9. Fo-chan. A city without walls, Lmt equally 
commercial with Quang-tong. - <..' ■' 

10. Qriang-tcheou-fou, or Qgang-tfi-jig^is.' : 



^^^^^P^jff^ /C'lCT J 



Although the places not inclofctr by-j?ttafls T and the 
villages mentioned in the Itinerary are, bot-u-ndkatedcby 
figures, it is eafy neverthelefs to conceive-thB dke&ion 
in which they He, as a dotted line . fiiark*-.the- road we 
purfued. '. , ■-''.:■: * * ; 

The cities which terminate infout are thofe ' of. the 
firft order ; tebeau designates thofe - of the Second ; affd 
the final Syllable chen, thofe of the third order. 
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JOURNEY 

OF THE EMBASSY 

OF THE 

DUTCH EAST-INDIA COMPANT 

TO THE COURT O? THE EMPEROR OF CHINA, 

IN THE YEARS 1794, AND I795. 



o 



April a, 1794. 



'N the ad of April, 1794, at noon, a vifit 
was paid me by the Namkeuyun * of the city of 
Quang-tckeou-fouy {commonly called Quang-tong t 
and by the French, Canton), accompanied by the 
merchant Monqua, Chief of the Cohang. After 
the ufual civilities, the Mandarin^ whom Monqtta 
ferved as an interpreter, informed me that he 

* For an explanation of this, and the other Chi*efe words, as 
well as of feveral fails, allufions, and other localities* the reader 
is referred to the alphabetical notes immediately preceding the 
work. As moll of them relate, in the firft inftance at leaft* 
to the firft volume, it has been thought better to place them there* 
than to put them at the end of the work, as was done by the 
- French Editor. 

Vol. I, B was 
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was font by the Tfong~tou, who wilhed to know 
whether the Dutch Eaft-India Company would 
noj adopt the idea of fending a Deputy to Pe-king y 
to congratulate the Emperor on the annlverfary 
of his acceffion to the Throne, which his Majefly 
was going to celebrate for the fixtieth time. He 
added, that the Engjifh* a* welt as the Portu- 
guefe fettled at Maiao, had manifefted an inten- 
tion to take a part in that remarkable event, amdf 
that as the Dutch nation was one of the firfl 
eftablifhed in China, the Tfong-toa would feel a 
Teal fatisfacTioh at feeing a fepfefelotative of the' 
Company attend at the folemnity. I might even 
in the opinion of the Namheuyun go to Pe-kmg 
in quality of Envoy, provided I could obtain? 
from my immediate foperiors, letter* of credit, 
addreflfes of congratulation for the Emperor, an<$ 
recommendations to the TJong-tw. 

After e^prefllng the gratitude I felt for tmV 
kind overture of the Tfong-to% I ipoke of an op*. 
portunity which fortunately prefented itfelf of 
Communicating it to -the Commiftaries-General r 
lately arrived at Batavia from Holland, and of 
my conviction that the wifties of the Tfong-toa! 
would be fulfilled, 

It* 
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The Namheuyun afke'd within what fpace of 
iime I might expeft to receive an anfwer. I an- 
fwered that fiVe months would be fufficient, and 
that k would not require more than feven for the 
arrival of an Envoy at M<icao t in cafe one fhould 
be fent. 

On hearing this, he teftified a great deal of fatis- 
faction^ and requeftedme toufe all poffible diligence 
in the execution of my promife^ of which he would 
give immediate information to the Tjong-tou* He 
charged me §xprefsly to recommend the meafure 
to the Gr-sai Mandarins of Batavia, and to prefa 
them to adopt it without delay. I aflured'hira 
repeatedly that he might depend upon my zeal. 

The Mandarin then obferved to me, that the 
Pe-khg journey was to takeplace in March 1795. 
The objecT: of his million being now ful611ed, he 
rofe, after having accepted a glafs of Cape wine j 
and when he retired, with an air expreffive of his 
fatisfaftion, I footed him all the cuftomary 
marks of honour, by attending him to his pa,- 
lanquin, 

Two veffels, belonging to private individuals 
of Bombay, an4 commanded by Captains Ri- 
chardfon and Douglas, being frill in the road of' 

B 1 Vamjiw, 
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Vamfiou, which they were to leave in a fortnight, 
in order to return to Bombay, by way of Batavia, • 
I determined to avail myfelf of the opportunity to 
inform their Excellencies the Commiffaries Gene- 
ral of >the invitation I had received. I wrote to 
them, in confequence, a circumftantial difpatch, 
the copy of which will be found under the letter 
A, among ihe documents which I have thought ■ 
proper to add to this work. 

The Commiffaries General,- having received 
my difpatches, determined to fend an Embafiy, 
and his Excellency M. Ifaac Titzing, one of the 
Ordinary Counfellors of the Grand Council of the 
Dutch Indies, was the perfon chofen to go to 
Pe-kiug in quality of Ambaffador* 

July. On the 17th of July, 1794, I re- 
ceived notice of this appointment by a fmall 
Englifli veffel from Batavia, which brought me a 
letter from the Ambaffador himfelf, informing 
me that I was to be employed as fecond in the 
Embaffy. 1 haftened to convey this news from 
Macao to the Dutch merchants of Canton, and 
to requeft them to communicate it to the Tfong- 
tou, that proper preparations might be made for 
the reception of his Excellency." A few days 
after, I received an anfwer, acquainting me that 

the 
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the Tfong-tou, the Fou-yuen, the Hou-Jtou, ■ and the 
other Mandarins, had learnt the. appointment of 
an AmbafTador with , great fatisfa£rion ; that or- 
ders-had been given for his being received with 
every mark of diftin£tion; and that I was requeu- 
ed to fend off, without lofing a fmgle moment, 
an exprefs from Macao to Canton, as foon as I 
fhould hear of the arrival of our imps. They 
added, that it was fuppofed that the Ambaflador 
would come direftly in his own veffel to Fampou, 
whither the Hou-pou would repair inperfon 3 *to 
compliment his Excellency; and that two Man- 
darins, of inferior rank, would be charged to go 
and congratulate him at the head of all the Co- 
hangifi merchants as foon as be mould arrive at 
the Mouth of the Tygrh, (Bocca-Tygris). 

September. I waited till the beginning of the 
month of September at Macao, for the arrival of 
our (hips, with the refolution of fettingoff on the 
ioth for Canton, with all the perfons belonging 
to the Direction, of which I was at the head. 
We went on board accordingly on the 9th. 

In the afternoon of the fame day, I was in- 
formed by an American Supercargo (Mr. Olm- 
ftead) at the moment of his arrival, that he had 
been on the 3d of the fame month, near Puh- 
B 3 Cond&% 
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Condor, on board of our fhip the Slam, and that 
he had converfed with the Ambaffador., who had 
given him a letter for roe. Mr. Olrmtead thought 
it probable that our Chips, which were four in^ 
number, might arrive in three days at Macao j 
but our baggage being already embarked, I per- 
illed in my determination to.go to Canton. I di- 
rected Radinel, a Supercargo, to remain at Macao. y 
and compliment the Ambaffador the moment he 
fhould appear in the roadj to ftay on board and 
accompany him to Canton V; and to lofe no op? 
portunity of making himfelf of ufe. 

iath. Setting' off from Macao on 'the loth of 
September, we arrived off Canton at twelve at 
night, when it was too late to go on more. 
Early in the morning of the 13th we repaired to. 
the Factory, whither we had been preceded by 
a Sapentm, bearing the agreeable news that the 
four fliips of the Company, the Statu, the Wajh- 
"tngton, the Swan, and the Sea Flower, had caft 
anchor near' the Lma Iflands. 

On the following day, the Hou-jiou was ac- 
quainted that the mips were approaching Macao, 
•and on the '15th I refolved to fet off in a great 
^ampane for Bocca-Tygris, in order to prefent my 
Tefpects to the Ambaffador. The Bou-Jtou having 

granted 
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grafted ,me a chap (paffpqrt) I arriued on the 
17th, toiwards noon, at the jQi^fo one of , the 

\fc*tfi*b.at defend the entrance of JBocca-Tygris, 
end at -Mf ipaft two I got on board the Sim- jl 
cordially congratulated his Excellency, who 
in return added ev$ry mark of confider^tian ta? 

„a ver^ frjep^Jty reception. 

In the afternoon, two Mandarins came to in- 
,form his Excellency that the Caffles were going 
to fahite rhirn ; and an inftant after they fired their 
guns, -which wereanfwered by three vollies from 
tile Siam, for each-CJ^/)?, agreeably £0 the cuftom 
of the Chinefe. 

^§th* The wind" on the 18th having fhifted to 
ihe,North, a^nd the veffel being cpnfequently able 
to make, but little way, I topk leave of his Ex-*- 
celleocy -with his own confent, and fet off for 
Canton, where Handed on the 19th parly in the 
afternoon, I there prepared my apartments in 
,£uch a w^y as to mate them fit lodgings for the 
Ambaffador, ^nd took poffeffion of thofe belong* 
ing to the fecond in the Direction, 

azd, (At length the Sktn arrived at Vatn^m, 
The following morning I repaired on board, aci 
pompanied tjy a}J the, Members ^©f the Council, 

$q to 
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to pay our refpe&s to his Excellency in a body, 
and to exprefs the pleafure we felt at his arrival. 
We fet off again for the Factory in the afternoon, 
leaving on board the fhip three Deputies from 
the Council, to accompany the Ambaffador as 
far as Canton ■whither he was to repair after the 
vifit of the Hou-pou, which was fixed for the next 
day. 

24th. On the 24th I returned to the fhip, in 
compliance with the withes of that Mandarin, 
who was defirous that his vitit fhould be paid to 
tne in common with the Ambaffador, 

It was about eleven o'clock when the Hou-pou 
came on board. I went to receive him as far as 
the top of the ladder, and conducted him to the 
cabin of the Ambaffador. He congratulated his 
Excellency on his arrival, and teftified the plea- 
fure he felt at feeing him there. 

He afterwards made inquiry in a very particular 
manner into the motive of Ernbaffy; and being 
told in anfwer that it had no other obje£t than to 
congratulate the Emperor on his entry into the 
fixtieth year of his reign, he perfifted again in 
afking if his Excellency were not charged with 
any other million. Being again affured that he 

was 
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was not, he repeated, that m cafe any thing 
were .to be propofed to his Imperial Majefty, of 
any nature whatever, it muft be mentioned be- 
forehand, becaufe it was neceffary that the Court 
Ihould have previous information. He was told 
a third time, that nothing whatever was meant 
but to offer congratulations and prefects to the 
Emperor. He then required the AmbarTador 
and me to declare upon our honour that we fpoke 
the truth ; a requeft with which we readily 
complied. 

He next aiked to fee the letter addreffed to hi* 
Imperial Majefty. His Excellency gave him a 
copy, which the Mandarin did not think what it 
ought to be, and of which he considered the out- 
fide as much too plain. Being told that the 
original contained a Chinefe tranflation, he 
detired permiffion to break open the cover, that 
he might fee the contents of the letter, and 
indicate the neceffary changes; affuring the 
AmbalTador, that it was a thing indifpenfable, 
and of the lafl: neceffity to communicate the 
contents to the Emperor beforehand. 

His Excellency made anfwer, that he hoped 
the Hou-pou would have the goodnefs to rectify 
every thing which might appear amifs, and to 

give 
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give him all the information of which he ftood ia 
aieed j that he placed the utmoft confidence in 
him ; that he was free to break the feal of the 
better j and that in refpe£t to the Chinefe tranf- 
lation made at Batavia, his Excellency was fo far 
-from venturing to warrant its fidelity, that he 
availed himfelf of the prefent opportunity to re* 
-queft that a better might be made. 

The -Hou-pQu opened the letter, examined. thp 
form of it, and promifed to have it tranflated 
anew. He afterwards propofed to carry the 
Mter away with him, in order to fhew it to the 
Tfong-t&u, prornifing to return it to his Excel*? 
'lency by the hands of the merchant Patmki<$t4> 
with itiftruftions concerning the alterations that 
•it, might be deemed expedient to make. 

After this converfation, which lafted at fe»& 
half an hour,, the Hou-jtm accepted a, glafs of 
-Cape wine,rofe and took: hjs leave; not without 
-telling us it was his intention to fet off, for iV-. 
tetg, and. that he hoped, to fee his Excellency 
and me at court in the enjoyment of perfect 
health. I attended him as far as the fhip's fide, 
where frefh civilities paned between us. He 
then fet off, after having a prefent for the 
^jrabaJTador put on board the &^ conftfting 
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of feVeral head of cattle, fruit, and other pro? 
vifione. 

As foon as the Uou~poft had quitted the fhip I 
alfo took leave of his Excellency and went to 
Canton, in order to be ready to receive him at 
the Factory before dinner j the Araba'iTador 
having refuied with the greater! politenefs the 
•offer which the Hou-Jtou had juft made him of 
coming the following day, with forne great '&##- 
tones) to take hira on fhore in ftate, 

I had been but a very little time on fiiore, 
"when theAmbaffadqr arrived in bisboat, accora- 
paniedby the Members of the Council, who had 
remained with him as deputies, and followed by 
the boats of the three other mips, which ha4 
come to anchor on the 1 morning of the fame day 
at Vampu. In .thefe boats were -the captains of 
the .four {hips. 

1 went, as well as ■ the other members of the 
Direction, to receive his Excellency on the flairs 
that go down to the river, and conduced him to 
the Council Chamber, where I feated him in the 
President's chair. I then addrefled to him a 
compliment, accompanied by every mark of re- 
fpe&, arid the Members of the Council followed 

vay 
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my example. His Excellency anfwered us in a 
manner fui table to the occafion; and after he had 
remained feated for a moment, I propofed to 
condu£t him to the apartments deftined for his 
life, to which he agreed. We then walked out 
in order to fit down to table ; the ceremonial of 
the day being thus brought to a conclufion. 

I mould have faid, that, on the 2 ad of Sep- 
tember, the Fou-yueti had fent two Mandarins, 
with three merchants of Canton, on board of the 
Siam, to vifit the Ambaffador on his part and on 
that of the Tjmig-tou, who happened not to be at 
Canton at that time, and to exprefs to him the 
fatisfaction which his coming occasioned in th$ 
Empire of China, 

It was on the 24th that the Tjong-tou returned 
from a journey which he had made to the pro- 
vince of Qiiang-ft) which, like that of Quang-tong, 
was fubject to his administration ; but the Fou- 
pti-n being obliged to fet off the fame day, and 
to go and examine the damages occafioned by 
an inundation, at the diftance of two or three 
days journey, his unforeseen abfence determined 
the Tfong-tou to fend, on the following day, two 
principal Mandarins to wait upon the Ambaf- 
fador, 
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fedor, and to tell him, that he was prevented by 
that circumftance from giving him an audience. 

25th. On the 25th the Tfong-tou fent his Ex- 
cellency two oxen, four fheep, four hogs, ten 
geefe, ten ducks, ten fowls, two fmall chefts of 
Souchong tea of twenty-five catVs each (thirty-one 
pounds and a quarter troy weight) j two bar- 
rels of red candles \ and fixteen half bags of 
rice. 

26th. The agents of the foreign nations, who 
had already returned from Macao to Canton, 
having come to pay the Ambaffador their com- 
pliments of congratulation on his arrival, his 
Excellency, on the 26th, returned a viiit to each 
of them individually. 

The fame day the Sub-Namkeuyen came to fee 
the Ambaffador, and furntflied him with a guard 
of four foldiers, who had directions to keep 
good order among the Chinefe, before the Fac- 
tory, during his Excellency's flay. 

The Fowyuen having returned from his journey 
at the clofe of the day, the next evening the 
merchant Paonkiqus, fecond Chief or Director of 
the Company of Cohangifis, came to- announce, 

I that 
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that* at the breaking up of a conference of th<S 
Tfvftg'tou, the Fou-yuett* and the Hou-pou y thefe' 
Mandarins had ordered him to make a tranf- 
iation of the letter addrefled by the Commiffarks 
General of India to the Emperor. The confe- 
rence was, that ajmoft immediately afterwards, 
Feuqtea and Pwayqua, members of the Goh.ang> as 
well as the firft clerk of Kiouqua, another membe* 
of that Company, joined Paoukeqtca m my apart- 
ment, in order to tranflate the letter, which J 
dictated to them in Englifh, into the Ghinefe' 
tongue. It was pafl: midnight before our work- 
was at an end. 

28th. On the 28th in the afternoon another 
Mandarin was fent to afk me for an explanation 
of fome exprefflons that occurred in the letter. 

As to the prefents that were to be offered td 
the Emperor in the name of the Dutch Nation* 
the AmbatTador acquainted the Kou-fioti, at the 
time of the vifit paid him by that Mandarin on- 
board of the Siam, that he had only brought a 
few articles, becaufe he had been informed that 
others were to be met with at Canton. - He 
therefore begged the thu-Jwu to have the good- 
nefs to affift him in this refpect by pointing out 
the things he might think beft calculated, to 

pleafe 
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pleafe his Imperial Majefly ; and this the Marf- 
darin promifed to do. Accordingly, after the 
Tfmg-toU, the Fott-yuen, and the Hou-pou had had. 
a confutation, the latter charged Paonkeqtta ta 
deliver to the Ambaffador a lift of twenty-Four 
articles, which we mould be at liberty to pur- 
chafe, and of which it was probable the price 
would not exceed the firm the Comrmflarie* 
General of Batavia had fixed as the value of the 
prefents. 

As this happened to be the time' of an annuat 
ceremony which gives to the Tfoug-tou, and thtf 
0ther Mandarins of the ftrft rank a great deal of 
occupation for feveral days together, vi%. the 
examination bf the ftudents-, and the ceremonial 
of the infcription of the names of thofe who de-t 
ferve to be put upon the lift of candidates for a* 
degree, the audience which he was to give to 
the Afnbaffador was again deferred. 

In the mean time the purpofed changes in the* 
fetter deftined for his Imperial Majefty were 
made ; and as a great deal of afronifhment had 
been fhewn at its b«ing written upon paper, in* 
ftead of being upon parchment, like the Ambajf* 
fader's cotnmiflion, I took, in order to remedy 
this inconvenience, a large fkia of parchment 
* upon' 
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upon which I had a border painted of flowers in 
feftoons and lions rampant. I then palled the 
letter upon the parchment, and by thefe means 

the obje&ion was removed. 

Another difficulty remained, which was, that 
H was neceffary that the letter Ihould be put 
into a purfe of yellow fatin, with a dragon em- 
broidered upon it in gold ; and that afterwards 
the purfe fhould be inclofed in a box gilt all 
over, having in like manner a dragon in relief. I 
fulfilled all this part of the ceremonial likewife, 
fo that the principal bufinefs of the Embafly was 
properly provided for; the letter having been 
put into the purfe, together with a lift, written 
upon yellow fatin, of the prefents that were to 
be offered to the Emperor. 

OBobet, On the 3d of October a vifit was 
paid to his Excellency by the four principal 
Mandarins of the Regency of Canton, fent by 
the Tfong-toU) viz. the Pau-tckong-tfu, or Grand 
Treafurer j the On-tcha-tfu, or Chief Juftice ; 
the Gim-otian-tfu, or Superintendant of the Im- 
perial Magazines of Salt ; and the Leong~tau, ot 
Firft Infpeftor of the Magazines of Rice. When 
the ufual compliments were over, thefe four 
Mandarins aiked, in the name of the Tfrng-tou* 

why 
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why a Chinefe* tranflation had been added at 
Batavia to the letter for the Emperor ; why our 
Monarch had not figned the letter ; and why 
there was only the feal of the Dutch Eaft India 
Company^ without that of the feiur Mandarins 
(the four Commiffaries General) by whom it was 
figned} being affixed to It. 

By means of an interpreter, the Ambaffador 
gave them in detail every explanation which they 
could defire. They appeared fatisfied, and after 
having drunk a cup of tea, and a glafs of wine, 
took" their leave* 

It muft necefiarily appear lingular to the reader* 
that the Tfong-tou fhould exhibit fo much fufplcion 
in regard to an EmbafTy, of which, the idea had 
originated with himfelf, and that he mould ap- 
pear to feek information concerning things^ of 
which it was impoffible for him to be ignorant. 
But the Tfong-iou would have been a bungling 
politician if he had not affe&ed ignorance, and 
if he had not fought to give to an Erabafly, fecret- 
ly concerted with himfelfj the appearance of an 
liomage voluntarily paid to the Emperor. It may 
alfo be obferved, that ill-intentioned people had 
taken a pkafure in circulating falfities, with a 
view of thwarting the project. The Tfang-tou 

Vol I. C was 
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was therefore obliged to a£t with the greateft 
circumfpeclion, left he fhouW give umbrage to 
the other Mandarins. 

The jealoiny* and hatred of certain Europeans 
had mitigated fevera] Chinefe merchants to infi- 
nuate that the Embaffy was not fent by the 
Chief of the Dutch nation; that this Chief 
was not a King ; and that the Ambaffador was 
not a great Mandarin. They had alfo fpread fe* . 
veral other difadvantageous reports. It was very 
fortunate for us, that the Regency of Canton en- 
tertained fuch an opinion of the Dutch national 
character, and of the peaceful and fedate con- 
duct of the individuals of our nation, as infured 
the fuccefs of an Embaffy which had been fo in- 
duftrioufly traduced. 

The Tfong-tou continued to fhew a great deal 
of attention to the Ambaffador. He fent, every 
two or three days, a Mandarin to my houfe» 
with directions to aik after the health of bis Ex- 
cellency, and to enquire if he was in want of any 
thing, in order that it might be procured. 

The Chinefe tranfiation of the letter that had 

been made by the merchants whom I hare 

named above, and to whom I had dictated it in 

3 EngUfli, 
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Englifh, was afterwards put by the Tfoitg-tou, into 
the hands of the Tau-ichon%-tju and the On-tcha4fu r 
in order that they might give it an elegance of lan- 
guage, and a ftile fufficiently dignified to render 
it worthy, of the eyes of the Emperor j while I, 
' on my part, was collecting the articles intended 
as prefents, fo that every thing might be ready 
upon the firft demand. 

10th. On the loth, the Mou-pou, the On-tchar 
ifu, and four or five of the principal Mandarins, 
went to Mr. Beale's, to fee the pieces, of rae- 
chanifm, of 'which he had .a great'-number in 
his warehoufe to .fell. Thence they went to 
vifit the Ambafifador, and to enquire -after hie 
health. The Hw-pru told his "Excellency, that 
in a fhort time the Court of Peeking would be ac- 
quainted with his arrival, and that he might reft 
affiired that every thing would be prepared for 
. his departure, as;foon as an anfwer mould be re- 
ceived from the Court. On the following day, 
the Taytou, or General of the Troops of the Pro- 
vince of Quang-ton, paid a vifit to the Ambaffador, 
to congratulate him on his arrival; and the fame 
day the merchant Paonkipa came to inform his 
Excellency, that the Tfang-tou would, on the 
13th, grant both his Excellency and me a public 
audience, deftined for the reception of the letter 
C 3 that 
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that we had to deliver to his Highnefs (the Tfong- 
ion) on the part of the Cbmmiffaries General of 
■the Dutch Eaft-India Company. He added, that 
this opportunity would be taken, for us to make 
the falute of honour due to his Imperial Majefty* 
and that the ceremony would end with an 
imperial dinner, where we were to be regaled 
with all the perfons belonging to the Direction in 
the garden of Lopqua ; and that plays, and other 
fhbws, were to be exhibited there for our amufe- 
ment. 

13th. .We kept ourfelves in readinefs accord- 
ingly. PaonkSqua, ■ and a Lingua, (interpreter) 
came to take us on the morning of the 13th, and 
a handfome Sampane landed' us on the other fide 
of the river,- oppofite to the Factories and the 
city of Canton, in the fuburb called Rattan, 
Thence we were conducted to the Pagoda, 
•Hauy-tfong-tji* ; , where we found feveral hundreds 
of Chinefe foldiers under arms, and lining the road 
-through which we were to pafs, for more than 
two hundred yards. The AmbafTador's body 
■guards were placed at their head. 

•■ This is the fame in which the Englifh Ambaffador, Lord 
.Macartney, was received by the Tfong-tou, and the other prin- 
cipal Mandarins, on his return from Pe-k'mg. (Fr. Ed.) 

Ab 
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At the entrance of the pagoda, a large double 
tent was pitched, covering on one fide the impe- 
rial dinner, and on the other, that is to fey, on 
the Eaftern, a kind of faloon furnifhed with 
carpets and with chairs for the Mandarins, the 
Ambaffador, and myfelf. Thefe feats, placed 
nearly in a half circle, were fo difpofed that the 
Tfong-tou, the Pou-ytten, and the Hou-pm were to 
fill the three that ftood as vt were in the centre, 
and that his Excellency and I were to be at a 
fmall diftance to their right, and turned a little 
towards them j while on their left were four feats 
intended for the Pau-tchdng'tftt, the On-teha-tfit, 
the Gim-wan-tfu, and the Leong-tau. 

When his Excellency and I approached the 
pagoda, we found the Tfong-tw, and the fix other 
Mandarins, on-the right-of the road. We were 
defired to pafs before them, and were condu&ed 
to a kind of altar, hung with yellow, on which 
was a vafe with perfumes burning in it, and 
a board (Chap) on which the names and titles 
of the Emperor were infcribed in letters of 
gold. Round the back of the altar Was a yellow 
fcreen, 

Two cushions were laid upon the ground for 
hs, and we were told to do the falute of honour 

C3 to 
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to the Emperor. We performed this ceremony 
according to the Chinefe cuftom. It confifts m 
kneeling down three times j in faluting at each. 
proftration, by bowing the head three times to 
the ground j and in rifing quite up after each 
third inclination of the head, in order to kneel 
down anew. All thefe motions are direfted by 
the voice of a Mandarin, who meafures the time 
by regular intervals, in like manner as an. office? 
exercifing troops. 

When we had done, the Viceroy, and the 
other Mandarins, came up to his Excellency and 
me, and addrefTed to us the moft friendly congra* 
tulations. We were then conduced to that part 
of the tent where the chairs were placed, and took 
our feats in the order indicated above. The 
Tfmg-lbu fat down firft, and then the Ambaflador/ 
put on his hat. 

The Viceroy having afked a few queftions 
concerning the motive of the Embafly, and re- 
ceived polite anfwers, the Ambaflador prefented 
the letter to him, with which he had heen charg- 
ed by the Commiffaries General of Batavia. He 
opened it, read with attention the Chinefe tran- 
slation that accompanied it, and affured his Ex- 
cellency that he would do every thing in his power 

to 
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to make the Pe-king journey as agreeable to him 
as he could wifh. 

His Highnefs then afked the Ambafiador if he 
mould be ready to fet off without delay, in cafe 
his Imperial Majefty fhould defire his arrival at 
Court before the end of the prefent Chinefe year, 
and if it would be poffible for him to leave Can- 
tou in a month, or thereabout. The Ambaffador 
anfwered in the affirmative, andfaid that he 
mould be ready to undertake the journey on the 
firfl; order from the Emperor; which appeared to 
give the Tfong-tou much fatisfa£Uon, 

A bowl of foup was then ferved up, with bird's 
wefts, and afterwards a dim of tea; after which 
the Mandarins having, rifen, andwealfo, we fol- 
lowed them anew to the altar, where we repeat- 
ed, in concert with them, the grand ialute of 
honour to the Emperor. 

This ceremony being performed, the Tfong-tou 
came towards us, and invited us to the imperial 
dinner. We anfwerecl him in terms expreiRve 
pf our gratitude. He then ordered two Manda- 
rins to conduit us to the garden of Lopqua s fe- 
parated from the Temple, or Pagoda,, only by a, 
wall; to give us a good reception, and to procure 

C4, us 
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us every poffible amufement in their power, W* 
now took leave of his Highnefs and , the other 
Mandarins, in order to follow our conductors tq 
the garden, whither all the dinner that had been 
prepared on one of the fides of the tent was con- 
veyed, and where we found the Members of our 
eftablifhment, and the Chinefe merchants, come 
to partake of the entertainment, which lafted 
till eleven o'clock at night. We then returned 
to the Fafitory* 

14th. The Englifli Supercargoes, who had 
come back from Macao feveral days before, but 
who had not yet vifited the Ambaffador, waited 
upon him in a body, the day after he had his 
public audience of the Viceroys and two days 
after his Excellency went to fee each of thofe 
gentlemen individually. 

The CommhTaries General, having fent by 
another fhip a duplicate of the letter they bad 
written to his Imperial Majefty, that in cafe of 
any accident happening to the Ambaffador the 
objefl: of his million might be fulfilled by me, 
had addreffed to me in confequence a commiffion, 
in which they appointed me to the furvivorfhip 
of the Embafly, and gave me in that cafe his Exr 
cellency's chara£ter,rank, and titles. The Tfong-tou 

though^ 
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tliought proper to fend this duplicate to Pe-ktng 
by an exprefs, after having made the fame 
changes in it as in the original, which remained 
with the Ambaffador, in order that he might de- 
liver it in perfon. The courier was difpatched 
on the 14th of October in the evening, with di- 
rections to travel fifty leagues (five hundred lis) a 
day, that he might arrive at Pe-kmg at the end 
of twelve days. He was alfo charged with a 
letter from the Tfong-tou to the Prime Minifter, 
which, according to the report of Pomyqua who 
had read it, and who mentioned it to me, was 
highly favourable to our miffion. 

15th. The following day, Paonkequa came in 
the name of the Tfong-tou, to requg ft the Ambaf- 
fador to prepare to fet off within a jaionth, becaufe 
it was very probable that his Excellency would 
be fent for to Pe-kmg before the feftiyal of the 
new year {which correfponds with the 21 ft of 
January of the European calendar), and becaufe 
the anfwer of the Court would arrive within that 
fpace of time. 

16th. The Ambaffador, who had expreffed 
to Paonkequa his defire to go into the city that 
he might there prcfent his refpe£ts to the Tfong- 
tou, to the Fou-yuen, and to the Hou-pou, received 
> favourable anfwer through the medium of the 

fame 
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fame merchant, with this lingular reftri£Hon on 
the part of the Viceroy: that he obferved to 
Jiis Excellency, that he was not permitted by the 
afages of China to receive him in his palace, 
jior with as much refpecl; as he deferved, or as 
he (the Tfong-tou) Ihould be happy to (hew hinvj 
and that he therefore trufted, as this could not 
he done without infringing on the lawsvand 
cuftoms of the country, that "the Ambaflador 
would not take ft ill if he fent an excufe by one of 
his Mandarins to the gate of the palace, efpecially 
as the year before he had treated the Engliftt 
Ambaffador, (Lord Macartney) in the fame way, 

19th. His Excellency conformed to this eti- 
quette, and on the following day we went to- 
gether to pay the intended vifits. We were car- 
ried, by four bearers (eoulfs) t and the" interpreter, 
who accompanied us, delivered our vifiting cards 
at the gates of the palaces. An inferior Man- 
darin came out, and in the name of his Chief 
fignified the high fenfe he entertained of the 
trouble the Ambaffador had taken, 

AfFsfted by the Chinefe Cokmgtfi merchants, I 
collected all the prefents intended for the Em- 
peror, the Firft Minifter of State, and the other 
Mandarins of the Court, in order that the whole 
jnight be properly packed up, and ready for re*- 

moval. 
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moral. At the fame time, the fhips of the Com- 
pany, that came with the Ambaflador, were loaded 
with all poflible difpatch, that their return to 
Europe might not be delayed- 

November. On the 9th of November,- the 
Tfong-tou fent a Mandarin to requeft hjs Excel- 
lency to hold' himfelf in readinefs to fet off in 
thirteen days, the 23 d being fixed foj* his de-> 
parture. 

Although this was in fame fort a delay of eight 
days, fince'it had at fir(t been fettled on the 14th 
ef Ofitober, that we were to fet out a month 
after, it appeared impoffible to his Excellency 
to be ready by that time. But I declared, that 
as to every thing that related to the loading of 
the veffels for Europe, it would be terminated 
before., and confequently that little or nothing 
remained to be done to expedite their failing. 
I even undertook to provide every thing that 
might be neceflary, particularly iox the journey 
of the Embafty; and I intreated his Excellency 
to ufe all poflible brevity in the difpatches he in- 
tended to fend to Batavia, as he had fuch forcible 
reafons to alfign as an excufe; fince it appeared 
by calculation that our departure could not be 
delayed a fmgle moment^ if w? wished to arrive 

at 
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at Pe-Hng by New Year's Day. The examina- 
tion of all tbefe poffibilities, and Paonkiquds 
urgent requeft that we would gratify the "tfong- 
tou, at lafl induced his Excellency to come to a 
refolution to fet off on the sad, and every effort 
was made to fulfil his promife. 

loth. On the roth of November, the Engliih 
Supercargoes gave his Excellency a fplendid en- 
tertainment. 

nth. On the nth. moft of the prefents were 
packed up, in order that by being fent off before 
us, they might put us to no inconvenience on 
the road. Gilt frames were put to the four large 
mirrors, and they were carefully placed eacb in 
a feparate cheft. A machine was then made for 
each cheft, fo that the glafs might be carried, 
and put upon the ground always on one fide, and 
that the coulis, when inclined to reft themfelves, 
might expofe it to no riik. 

On the 13th of November, at a very early 
hour of the morning, Paonkequa was fent by the 
"Zfong'tou to tell the Ambaffador that the Empe- 
ror's anfwcr had arrived at midnight, and that it 
was couched in very favourable terms ; that his 
Imperial Majefty wifhed the Ambaffador to repair 

ta 
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to Pe-khg before New Year.'s Day, ip . order to 
4hew him all the pomp of the Court on that fo- 
lemn feftival j and to prefent him to all the af- 
fembled Princes and Grandees of his Empire; 
as alfo that his Excellency might partake of the 
feafts and diverfions of the Court. Paonkfyua 
added, that his Imperial Majefty defired the 
Ambaffador to bring with him two Europeans 
verfed in the Chinefe tongue, who might, : upon 
occanon, ferve as interpreters. 

Although no Europeans at Canton were com- 
pletely matters of the Chinefe language, it was 
refcJved nevertheless to conform as far as poffible 
-to the Emperor!s wifh. His Excellency deter*. 
mined in confequence to propofe Meffieufs 
Agie and de Guignes, two Frenchmen, and 
charged Pamkiqua to intimate the fame to the 
Tjong-tou, 

In the afternoon, the Pau-tchong-tfu, the On- 
tcha-tfu, and feveral Mandarins went to infpecT; 
the pieces of raechanifra intended for the Empe^ 
ror, previoufly to their being priced up, as well 
as the other valuable articles. From thence they 
proceeded to congratulate the Ambaffador upon 
his Imperial Majefty's favourable anfwer; and 
endeavoured to prevail on his Excellency to 

3, haften 
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ihaften his departure, were it but a fingle day, in 
order that he might be at Pe-king by the time 
mentioned in the letter, -which appeared to be 
the 10th of January, As it was really impoffibJe 
to ufe greater difpatch than that we were mak- 
ing, his Excellency confined his anfwer to an af- 
furance that he would fet off oil the zzd. With 
this engagement the Mandarins were at laff. fa- 
tisfied, and took their leave. 

14th, On the following day, the 54th, the 
Mandarin, appointed to be our third conductor, 
made his appearance, accompanied by Paonkequa^ 
v/ho came on the part of the Viceroy, to read 
and extol the Emperor's anfwer to the Ambaf- 
fador, and to-declare that on fome futsnfe day he 
would be furnifhed with a copy. Having already- 
indicated the fubftaace of this letter, I. {hall here 
avoid a needlefs repetition. 

This fame Mandarin came afterwards to my 
refidence with Paonkequa, to know what provi* 
fions we mould have a daily oceafion for during 
the journey, that he might give orders to have 
them prepared, and that we might be in want of 
nothing. As this day was one of thofe which 
the Chinefe think propitious to all undertakings, 
they began to embark the prefents intended for 

his 
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his Imperial Majefty on board of tranfport 
barges. 

16th. The Danifh, SwediOi, and Spaniflh Su- 
percargoes, gave fucceffive farewel entertain-, 
ments to his Excellency and his fuitc, on the 
16th, 17th, and 18th of November. 

17th. On the 17th, the Mandarins, who were 
our two firft conductors, came alfo to pay their 
jcompliments to the Ambaflador and me : they 
were both of the rank of tb.e blue button. On 
the evening of the fame day, Paonkequa came on 
the part of the JJong-tou, to inform us that his- 
Excellency and I mould have on the twentieth, 
in the Pagoda of Honan, our formal audience of 
leave of the Viceroy, and of the other Manda- 
rins of the Regency j and that a copy would 
then be given us of the letter of his Imperial Ma- 
jefty. I communicated all thefe particulars to* 
the Ambaflador. 

1 8th. On the i8tb, the two Frenchmen, Me& 
fieurs Agie and de Guignes, went into town- tor 
prefent themfelves to the Tfong-tm, in order to 
give him proofs of their knowledge of the Chi- 
nefe language; and fucceeded fufficiently well to 
obtain his approbation of their appointment. 

lotto 
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19th. On the 19th, in the evening, the bulky 
prefentswere difpatched for Pi-king, on board of* 
fix Sampanes, tinder the care of a principal Man- 
darin of the white button, and of three other 
Mandarins of the gilt button, 

20th, On the day fixed for the audience of* 
leave, the Ambaffador and I went on board a 
paffage venel, and waited on the other fide of 
the river, at Honan, for the arrival of the Vice- 
roy till eleven o'clock, when we went on fhore. 
We there found foldiers drawn up in two lines* in 
the fquare before the Pagoda, as at the firft audi- 
ence. The tent and all the other arrangements 
were the lame. The Tfong-tou and the reft of 
the Mandarins, among whom was a different 
Hou-pQU from him we had feen on the former oc* 
caficn, were alfo waiting for us on the road* 
They gave us a kind reception, and conducted 
ijis to the place where feats were prepared, 
Every one having taken his place, the Tfong-tou told 
us that be was much concerned that the journey to 
Court could not be fo agreeable to us as he could 
■ have witbed, fince it was to be performed at the 
< ;oldeft feafon of the yearj that he had taken 
C 'are to have every thing fo arranged, as to make 
ti ' -avelling as convenient and pleafant to us as 
p oflible ; and that he thought we were provided 

with 
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with a fufficiency of furs to defend us from the 
cold. We thanked his Highnefs, through the 
medium of the interpreter, for hia kind attention,', 
and as to the cold, we anfwered that we were 
accuftomed to it in our own country, where the 
winters were at leaft as fevere as they could be at 
Pe-kiagi 

The Tfong-iou next enquired if we were ready 
to fet off", and upon our anfwer in the affirma- 
tive, teftifled a great deal of fatisfa£tion. 

At the fame moment, little porringer^ were 
handed round, with a very agreeable foup made ■ 
of a fmall kind of peafe, and afterwards cUps of 
tea. Then, atthefoundof agongom, whichwas„ 
at the entrance" of the Pagoda, the Viceroy, 
and other Mandarins all rofe, and we did 
the fame. They placed themfelves • dn the ' 
right of the road, and we took the left fide, 
ftanding oppofite- to one another. Whe'n the 
proCeffion, which was advancing, came near us, 
I perceived that it was the letter of the Emperor* 
Carried by eight GouHs in the Imperial livery, upon, 
a kind of hand-barrow, preceded by twenty fer* 
vants in the fame livery. There was alfo a por- 
table altar, on which was placed a vafe 1 with 
burning incenfe. 
Vol. I. D At 
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At the moment when the Emperor's letter, 
which was rolled up in a cover of yellow filk,_ 
patted before us, all the Mandarins knelt down. 
We followed their example, and did not rife till 
they did. The letter being now brought to the- 
Imperial altar, a Mandarin took the cafe or cove* 
which contained it from off the little hand- 
barrow, and laid it upon the altar j theii another 
Mandarin, of fuperior rank, went and took th* 
fcroll from the altar, and, after having elevated 
it with both his hands, delivered it .to the Tfong- 
iou> who had the filk covering taken off, and, 
after unrolling it, feat it to a Mandarin of infe- 
rior rank. The latter read it, keeping it in ara 
elevated pofition, and our interpreter explained 
it, paragraph by paragraph. 

Whiie this lafted the Ambaffador and I were 
on our knees, and as foon as it was over we 
performed the ceremony of adoration in honour 
of the Emperor, after which we arofe. The 
Viceroy, and the fix other Mandarins, then came 
to congratulate us, wilhing us fuccefs and the 
good graces of his Imperial Majefty. We ex- 
prefled a high fenfe of the honour done us; 

The Imperial repaft was next offered us. It 
was ferved up with (till more raagni6cence than 

the 
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tEe firft time, and gave us a new occanon to tes- 
tify our gratitude. The Tjong-tou afterwards 
charged two Mandarins to efcort us to the 
garden of Lopqua, to give us a kind welcome 
there, and to beg us to divert ourfelves. Then 
turning towards the Ambaffador and roe, he told 
Us that he would gladly accompany us thither, 
but that he was fure that his prefence would 
father impofe a constraint upon the company af- 
fembled there' than give them pleafure. He 
therefore took leave of us, wiihing us a good 
journey, as did the other Mandarins who at- 
tended him, and who told us that they hoped we 
mould find his Imperial Majefiy in the enjoy- 
ment of perfeft health. After having returned 
compliments for compliments, we followed pur 
two conductors to the garden of Lofiqua, whither 
the dinner was brought as before, and where we 
Were joined by the merchants and all the perfons 
of our DireQion. The repaft was magnificent, 
and while we were at table theatrical pieces, 
and tumbling, and other feats of activity, were 
performed. It was five o'clock in the evening 
before we got back to the Factory. 

2 1 ft, Qn the following day, November 

the 21ft, at eleven in the morning, the Council 

or* Commerce aflembled, under the Frefi- 

D z ilency 
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dency of the Ambaffador, Having, in confe* 
quence of my own requeft, obtained perraiffion 
from the Directors of the Dutch Eaft India 
Company to rfcfign my employ, becaufe I wiflied 
to return to my native country, I inftalled with 
all due formality R. J. Dozy, Supercargo* in my 
place of Chief of the Fadlory; and this the 
more willingly, becaufe, as I had completed the 
loading of the four fliips, nothing remained but 
to expedite their failing, which could be done in 
my abfeiice without the fmalleft inconvenience. 
I then took leave of the Council'as far as related 
to my functions of Chief in the fervice of the 
Dutch Eaft India Company, 

This formality being over, 1 accompanied the 
Ambaffador in his vifits to take leave of the Re- 
prefentatives of all the foreign nations. The 
fame day the Supercargo, who had juft been ap- 
pointed to fill my place, gave a farewell dinner 
to his Excellency, and to the perfons who were 
to be of the Pe-king journey. A great part of 
the Europeans at Canton were alfo prefent. 
At the fame time all the provilions and heavy- 
baggage were put on board, in order that 
nothing might delay our departure on the fol- 
lowing day. 

2 2d. Oo 
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£2d. On the aad of November, at an early 
hour of the morning, I had our beds and the reft 
of our baggage embarked, and at half paft 
twelve the Ambaflador quitted the Fa£tory to go 
on board a pleafure Sampane. At the very mo- 
ment of our departure, Paonh'qua delivered to his- 
Excellency, in the name of the Tfong-tou, a copy 
of the Imperial letter, in a cafe covered with 
yellow filk. We were efcorted by all the 
perfons belonging to the Dutch Company, 
and by the Spanifh Chief Agole, as far as Faa-ft, 
or the Gardens of Flowers, a place iituated at 
a league (ten' If) from the city of Canton, 
and where we found all the Dutch merr 
chants, and five of the Cbjnefe Coliangijf 
traders. We made a flop there to give time 
to the other veflels to come up, and in the 
mean while went to vjfit feveral gardens or nur- 
feries, where we remarked a number of flowers 
and uncommon plants, the fight of which fully 
repaid the trifling trouble the fight of them had 
coft us. 

At two o'clock the gentlempn of the Direc- 
tion and the merchants took leave of us, and 
returned to Canton, after having wifhed us a 
pleafant journey. We dined at the fame place, 
and then each of us went to occupy his refpec- 
D 3 tive 
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tive Samfiane. At four o'clock we fet off. The 
flotilla confifted of more than thirty veflels, or* 
board of the greater part of whiph were the 
Mandarins who accompanied us, and their re- 
tinue ; for we had only alked for twelve for the 
AmbafTador and his fuite. 

The Embafly, and the perfons attached to it, 

confifted of the following individuals, viz. 

M. Isaac Titzing, Counfellor in Ordinary 
of the Dutch Eaft India Company, AmbafTador. 

Andrew Everard Van-Braam Hoxrcn- 
gj;est, heretofore Chief of the Direction of the 
Dutch Eaft India Company in China, fecond in 
the' Embafly, with a comrtvifiion of AmbaffadoT 
in furvivorfhip. 

Reinier Dojt, Secretary to the Embaffy t 

J. H. Blettebman, and J. A. Van Braam, 
Members of the Council of Commerce of the 
Dutch Direction in China; the former as phy- 
fician, the latter as companion to the fecond 
perfon in the Embafly. 

Meflieurs Agie and De Gpignes, both 
Frenchmen, in quality of Interpreters. , 

H. C. Petit- 
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H. G. Petit-Pierre, a Swifs Mechanift. 

A private Secretary of the Ambaffador. 

Two Maitres d'Hotel. 

A European fervant. 

Two Malay fervants. 

And, laftly, the body guard of the Ambaf- 
fador, confiding of a ferjeant, a drummer, a fifer, 
and nine foldiers. 

To conduct us we had three Mandarins of dis- 
tinction. The firft, called Vang-ta-loyi ', wore the 
dark blue button, and was verfed in political 
matters; the fecond, named Ming-ta-hyS, wore 
the blue tranfparent button, and was a military 
tnan; the third, called Sm-taloyi, was of the 
white tranfparent button, and a great Mandarin 
of letters: each of them had under his command 
feveral inferior Mandarins carrying gold flicks. 
The military Mandarin was a Tartar, and the 
two others were Chinefe. 

[It feems to me more proper and more ufeful to 

begin from this moment to give my recital in 

form of a Journal, in order that every thing 

being cUfled according to the order and time 

in which it occurred, I may avoid all fort of 

?onfufion.] 

D 4 After 
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After having quitted Faa-ti, or the Nurferies, 
we proceeded firft in a fouthern direction for two 
hours, then to the weftward, and at laft to the 
north weft. We pafled, during the night, the 
celebrated city of Fo-chdn, of which we were 
confequently unable to form any idea. As great 
a trade is carried on there as at Canton itfelf, 
and in extent it is not lefs confiderable than that 
city. 

November. On the 23d of November, at 
eight o'clock in the morning, we pafled by Tfay- 
tiaWt, a place of fome confequence, very agree- 
ably fituated on the banks of the river ; and at 
nine o'clock we arrived at Smi-rcheuye-hmg-tauy, at 
a quarter of a league's diftance from the city of 
Sm-chmyt-ehen, We flopped at San-cheuye-hing- 
iatiy to breakfaft'and take in provifions. While 
our veffels were paffing before the latter place 
the garrifon of San-cheuye-cken came and drew up 
in a line upon the quay, 

I went on fhore, and perceiving the city of 
San-ckeuye-cken fituated in a valley at a little dis- 
tance from the water fide, I directed my folitary 
fteps towards it. When I came to "the gate, a 
centinel "gave me to undcrftand that I could not 

"be 
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be admitted. But making "him comprehend in 
my turn, with all the politenefs I was mafter of, 
that he had no reafon for fear, I took him by 
the arm, and defired him by figns to accompany 
me. To this he confented ; and I walked 
through 'feveral ftreets, and even contrived to 
find out the palace of the Mandarins. But I 
had only a rapid glance of it and returned to 
the veffel immediately afterwards. 

■ San-cheuye-chen, feen either from without or 
within, appears a very ancient place ; the houfes 
being old, low,, and crazy. Molt of them are 
fhops of a very mean kind, in which eatables are 
expofed to fale ; and the ftreets, though paved 
with broad ftones, are in very bad condition. 
As for the {ituation of the city it is agreeable 
enough, being furrounded by fruitful fields of 
rice. At about half a league (five It) to the 
eaft of the city, in the midft of meadows, and 
upon a hill of fmall elevation, is an o&agonal 
tower nine ftories high j a kind of edifice by no 
means uncommon among the Chinefe. After 
having received refrelhments and provlfions for 
four-and-twenty hours, we proceeded on our 
way at eleven in the morning. In the evening 
we patTed by the village of Af-fauy-tjauy, fituated 

upon 
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upon the banks of the river, and continued, 
during the moft part of the night, to be tracked 
up the river by CouUs, in confequence of the?- 
current beings directly contrary. 

«4th. A ffirong northerly wind made the track- 
ing of our boats a very laborious tafk, and as it 
often drove us towards one of the banks, we 
made hut little progrefs. 

To the weftward was a long chain of moun- 
tains of confiderable elevation called Chac-cohh^ 
■epon the north fide of which a tower has been 
eonftru£ted five ftovies high. 

The river is here in general ihallow and in- 
terfperfed with many banks of fand. Its eaftern 
fide is of argillaceous earth, mixed with beds or 
firsta of a fandy foil. In all this diftri£t great 
quantities of wheat and other corn are culti* 
vatedj but the elevation of the land hindersJt 
from being proper for the produ&ion of rice. 
All along the river we could ftill perceive the? 
marks of the ravages occasioned by an inunda- 
tion which took place during the preceding fpring 
in this as well as feveral other places. Towards 
the middle of the day we pafled by the village 

Toy- 
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Tay-m-ffan, at no great diftance from a military 
poft, the foldiers of which turned out at our 
approach. The environs^ of all the navigable 
livers, and all the highways throughout the 
whole extent of the empire, have fimilar guard- 
houfes erected at a league (ten //) diftance from 
one another. The guard in general confifts of 
an officer and ten men. 

In China it is not uncommon to fee whole 
fields fown with buck wheat. We have this 
day remarked fevera], in which the plant is 
covered with flowers, and fome in which the feed 
is even beginning to ripen, a thing which w« 
had yefterday alfo oecafion to obferve. I was 
the more aftonifhed to perceive this kind of 
grain growing, as I had never feen any at 
Canton; as J did not even fufpect that it exifted. 
in China ; and as I was confequently far from. 
thinking that fuch considerable fpaces were ap- 
propriated to its culture. The fugar plantation* 
are alfo very numerous. 

Towards the evening we went alhore to take 
a walk and vifit a fugarmill in the vicinity. We 
were much ftruck by the fimpHcity of its con* 
ilru£tioru 

Thift 
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This mill has two rollers or cylindrical pieces 
of wood, which, with two boilers, complete the 
-whole apparatus of the manufactory. The cane 
is preffed between thefe two very heavy cylin- 
derSj turned by two buffaloes, by means of a 
long lever to which they are yoked. The juice 
that runs from the reed is then boiled down in 
the two coppers, which are let into boles in the 
ground. As fugar mills exactly fimilar are in 
ufe at Java, it is more than probable that they 
were fir ft introduced by the Chipefe into that 
jifland, efpecially as the greater number belong 
to pevfons of that nation, who employ their own, 
epuntrymen to work them. 

About ten in the evening we reached the city 
of Tfing-yiin-clien, where we flopped for an hour 
to take provisions on board, but were prevented 
by the darknefs from feeing any thing of the 
town. We afterwards continued our journey 
during the whole of the night, 

25th. At the break of day we came to the 
village of Pac-miao-fau, fituated on the weftern 
bank of the river, where we flopped a quarter 
of an hour to give our people time to breakfaft, 
and tli en proceeded through the famous pafs 
called Tfang-ntm-hab, formed by an interval 
» between 
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.between two ridges of perpendicular rocks of 
extreme height. While going along this paflage 
we could fcarcely perceive fufficient fpace for thofe 
who pulled the tracking rope. The width of 
the river is here about feven hundred and fifty 
toifes ; a*nd when the current is contrary it requires 
two hours to clear the paflage, becaufe in doing fo 
it is neceffary to deferibe lines and follow direc- 
tions fo tortuous, that they refemble the windings 
and twiftings of a fnake. But the afpe& on both 
fides is noble and fublime. 

In the midft of this fpace, to the weftward, is 
t a convent named Fi-lcmy-tji, fo fituated that it 
feems to flick againft the mountain's fide, amidft 
the thick made of furrounding trees. The 
Bonzes who refide in this place have contrived 
to make a pretty large kitchen garden by the 
fide of the convent, for the fake of obtaining 
the necenary fupply of vegetables, 

At the end of the pafs, on the'eaftern fide, is 
a guard-houfe called Pka-cong-hatwhan,- with fol* 
diers ftationed in it. There is ajfo a temple of 
Kttle confequence, and a few houfes. The 
heights that overlook the paflage are covered 
with trees, 

During 
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During the whole day we continued to fee a. 
great number of mountains on each fide of us j 
feveral of thofe to the weilward beiDg of ftupen- 
dous height. 

The plains were all planted with fugar cane, 
■and during our navigation we faw feveral mills 
for the expreflion of the juice. 

In the afternoon we parted by the village of 
Tey-jiehmg-cok, fituated on the weftern fide of the 
river, which widens at this place, but which at 
the fame time is choked up with large banks of 
fand. At fun-fet we came to another narrow 
pafs, alfo between two ridges of very rugged 
and uneven rocks. This paffage coft us about ( 
half an hour's navigation, after which we faw 
nothing before us but a very extenfive plain, 
having conftantly level ground on both fides of 
the road, except during the night, when we en- 
tered a pafs ftill narrower than the other two* 
This paffage, of fuch inconfiderable length that 
a ftone might be thrown from one end to the 
other, is fkirted with rocks fo lofty and fo ter- 
ribly fteep, that they cannot fail to infpire the 
beholder with a fentiment of feay. This place 
is called Ang-yong-hah, 

26th, By 



fcMBABSY TO CH1HA JH lj^/\r~ $. 4| 

2j5th. By break of day we had got beyond the 
limits of thefe horrible rocks, to the weftward of 
which, and at the foot of the mountain, is a 
handfome pagoda. The country then begins to 
refume a level appearance, particularly to tho 
•aftward ; but as the land on each fide of us # 
which was fteep and lofty, prevented our prof* 
pe£t, curiofity induced me to go on Ihore at 
eight o'clock in the morning, and to climb up 
to the top of the bank, which was thirty or 
forty feet high, in order to get a view of the fur* 
rounding fields, I continued my walk till half 
paft eleven. As far as the eye could reach, it 
difcovered a country admirably well cultivated, 
which, by its refemblance to the province of 
Utrecht, re-produced in my mind the delightful 
idea of my native land. Here was a field co- 
vered with wheat, contiguous to anotner of buck- 
wheat, embellifhed by its bloffom ; there a piece 
of turnips ; and then another fpot planted with 
fweet potatoes. An agreeable variety delighted 
the eye throughout this whole extent of country, 
where not the fmalleft fpace was left without 
cultivation, and the whole of which compofed a 
moft beautiful landfcape. The foil was argilla- 
ceous though not ftrong j and if any judgment 
can be formed of its fertility from the ftubbles, it 
mwft abound in corn, 

4 Wft 
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We alfo paffed by feveral brick-kilns fituated 
upon the banks of the river, and perceived in 
the interior feveral pretty villages, fhaded by 
bamboos and other trees. I prolonged my little 
excurfion till I came oppofite tbe city of In-te- 
chen, "where, upon the eaftera fide, I found a 
a handfome tower of nine ftories, in good pie- 
fervation, although it appeared very ancient* 
according, at leaft, to the indication of the trees 
growing out of the crevices of its walls, and even 
upon the very top of it. 

On the weftern fide of the river the plains 
were lefs extenfive. My walk had not yet lafted 
■an hour, when I remarked that the mountains 
re-appeared upon the bank, where they were 
terminated by five infulated rocks, of which the 
moft northern, and alfo the moft confiderable, 
was in the form of a fugar loaf when feen from 
the weftward, A little farther on, arid precifely 
at the foot of other rocky mountains, is a village 
called Ngo-ci-omn^ which contains a confidcrable 
number of houfes, and of which the inhabitants 
appear to have a fubfiftence "amired them by 
working the quarries in the neighbouring moun- 
tains. By the fide of the village is the guard- 
houfe called Yau-ci-chun, which forms with it the 
only objects that interrupt the difmal and mono-* 

tonous 
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tonotts profpecl: of a ridge of fteep mountains, 
extending from the five rocks that* I have juft 
mentioned as far as the city of ln-ii-chen $ oppo- 
site to which I re-embarked. 

The fize of that city is not confiderable, but 
the good ftate of its walls announces a neat and' 
comfortable place: its fuburbs, by the river's 
fide, are very extenfive. To the north of the 
city is an infulated rock, covered with very lofty 
trees, over (hado wing a temple, which at this 
diftance makes a magnificent appearance, and 
feems to be very agreeably iituated. It is feen 
from far, overlooking the city. 

At half paft three, after leaving In-te-chen, W« 
paffed by the hamlet Mi-ou-mi-fang, and at five * 
o'clock were in front of a village called P'ong-* 
hou-cong, where there are feveral ftreets confifting 
altogether of mops filled with every kind of pro-; 
vifions. 

Beyond Jthti-chen the bed of the river is en^ 
tirely compofed of large pebbles. It is very- 
wide at Vong-kou-cong, but interfperfed with a 
variety of fand-banks. Hence we have reafon 
to believe that in the rainy feafon, when it is {till 
from fix to ten feet deep, as old marks indi- 
Vol. I. E «ate, 
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cate, the paffage niuft become extremely dan- 
gerous, especially in the rocky places, and in the 
narrow parts through which we paffed the night 
before. 

We fet off a little after feven o'clock, the Am- 
bafTador having firfl: difpatched a faithful Chinefe 
to Canton, charged wjth letters for Batavia, 
which the Company's mips, when on their re- 
turn to Europe, were to deliver at North Ifland, 
in their way through the Straits of Sunda. 

We have this day feen one of thofe fifhermen 
who neither make ufe of net nor line, but ( em- 
ploy birds trained and accuftorned to purfue the 
fifh under water. Thefe birds fejze their prey 
and bring it to their mafter. Whenever it hap- 
pens that they {"wallow a fmall fhh or two, the 
fiiherman obliges them to reilitution by preffing 
their crop, and only gives them a few fmall 
pieces for their nourishment This lingular 
mode of fiihing is no fmall proof of the induftry 
of the Chinefe, efpecialiy when it is known that 
the invention of it belongs to one of the lower 
claffes of the nation. 

It was during the night that we paffed by the 
famous rocks that encircle the temple dedicated 

to 
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to the goddefs Coun-yam: we had confequently 
no opportunity of feeing it, 

27th. At eight o'clock in the morning we 
pafled the hamlet Tem-v'ong-ifauy-fan, where 
there is a military poft. When we had ad- 
vanced thus far, we perceived behind us a great 
number of mountains of a fmgular form, many 
of which were entirely infuiated. We had alfo 
on each fide of us a constant profpe£t of a chain 
of mountains, lituated at a diftance, which pre- 
fented them to us in a point of view truly pi£tu- 
refque, and not to be furpaffed by any thing of 
the fame kind in any part of the world. 

Our voyage was made in the moft rapid and 
hafty manner. It was impoffible to behold 
without aftonifhment the indefatigable zeal 
which our failors manifefted night and day, and 
almoir. without taking reft, for its farther acce- 
leration. Three times in the four and twenty 
hours they make a meal, which lafts little more 
than a quarter of an hour, and get but very little 
fleep. They do their bufinefs neverthelefs with 
vigour, and with a degree of gaiety which in 
other parts of the world is only to be met with 
upon parties of pleafure. No being on earth is 
fitter than the Chinefe to endure fatigue, and to 
E 2 fupport 
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fupport a long continuance of labour Provided 
care be taken to infure him a fufficient refefitfon 
at ftated periods, there is no doubt of his always 
finding new ftrength for -whatever laborious tafk 
he may be required to undertake. 

At half paft ten we reached Tan-tclri-kl, a 
bandfome village (landing under the refreshing 
fhade of trees. Upon the oppofite bank is an 
infulated rock of which the eye is unable to 
meafare the elevation, and which ftands clofe to 
the water's fide, as if it had been cut perpendi- 
cularly thfough the middle. The river being 
very nairowatthis part, vefTels pafs at a fmall' 
diftance from the rock, and the traveller, while 
gazing on it, finds it difficulty to fubdue a fenti- 
ment of fomething like fear. At about three 
parts of the way up towards the fummit is a 
large whitifh fpot, indicating a hollow, which 
looks as if produced by forcible means. The 
Chinefe fay, that, at an epoch in their annals fo 
remote that all remembrance ef it is loft, a great 
general, named F*ong-tfau, when going upon a 
military expedition {hot at the rock, and that 
his arrow left this unpreflion upon its fide, 
Whatever be its origin, its form and colour are 
very remarkable. 

During 
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During this day's Journey we had a fr-efli 
breeze from the Couth, which, enabled us to 
make ufe of our fails, and favoured our progrefs. 
After dinner we paffed by a large village called 
Vou-tmg-tan^ alfo full of trees, the made of which 
afforded it an agreeable protection from the fun. 
About two o'clock we reached Qu'ckac^ another 
large village; and three quarters of an hour 
afterwards a town called Mong-li-cheun, the re- 
fidence of .a little Mandarin. Oppofite to this, 
on the other fide of the river, is the hamlet called 
Gtri'tathfM. 

Having here obferved that the declivity of the 
mountain was covered with a regular plantation 
of a fhrub, to which its white blonbms gave a 
beautiful appearance. J alked what it was, and 
was told that it produces a nut from which the 
Chinefe extraft the oil they burn in their lamps. 

At fun-fet we came to a part of the river 
where the current was fo ftrong that it was with 
■the greateft difficulty we were able to fiem it. 
The place fituated at this turn of the ftream is 
called TcU&-cm-tam. We flopped there an hour 
to refrefh ; and, -having fet off again at feven 
o'clock, continued our journey during the whole 
of the night. 

E 3 a 8th. At 
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28th. At eight o'clock in the morning we 
pafled by the town Cok-coU'Un-imfau^ Tthere, upon 
the hank of the river, ftands a great Imperial 
magazine of fait. The building is handfome, 
and even magnificent. A very large flight of 
flairs of hewn ftone lead up to it from the 
water. 

Soon after we arrived at the city of Chao* 
tchou-fou, to the fouth-eaft of which the river 
divides into two branches. The one that we 
followed runs to the north eaft, while the other 
takes its courfe to the weftward, after palling to 
the fouth of the city, A bridge of boats has 
been conftru&ed over this latter branch. 

Oppofite the bifurcation of the river, and in 
the middle of its bed, is a fmall elevated iiland, 
on which an hexagonal tower is built. An- 
other is feen on the fummit of an exceeding 
high mountain on the weftern fide. . 

We afterwards coafted along the eaftern fide 
of the city, in front of which were about two 
hundred foldiers drawn up under arms i» a fingle 
line in the following order : firft, a 'body of 
archers, whofe uniform was a white furtout 
turned up with redj, fecond, fufileers with 

match-lock 
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match-lock mufketsj dreffed in red faced with 
white ; third, gladiators carrying targets, wear- 
ing blue coats tarried up with red. While the 
Arabaffador and I were paffing in our yeffels by 
the firft part of thefe troops, they faluted us with 
three guns, and with three others when we ap- 
proached the farther extremity. At the. place 
•where we flopped a fort of edifice with triumphal 
arches and a flight of fteps had been erected on 
the banks of the river for our reception. 

Here we found ourfelves obliged to re- 
move to other veffels, in order to go as far as 
Van-kiong-fou, the river being no longer deep 
enough for the former ones. At ten o'clock the 
Ambanador, myfelf, and the reft of his retinue, 
went on more, and repaired to the place pre- 
pared for us, where the firft Mandarin received 
us with the greateft marks of diftinction, and, 
regaled us with tea. 

After having remained there a quarter of an 
hour we took leave of him and went on board of 
our new veffels, to which our baggage had been^ 
conveyed while we were on fhore. As thefe 
veffels were fmaller by one half than thofe we 
had quitted, the number of our flotilla was al- 
moft doubled, 

E 4 The 
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The city of Chao-tcheou-fou- is a little foialler 
than Canton ; but it may boaft of an imperial 
cuftom-houfe, and of a garrifon of considerable 
ftrength. The neceffity of removing goods from 
great to fmall veffels, and from fmall to great, 
according as they are to be conveyed up or down 
the ftream, occurring at the place where the city 
is built, it is the centre of a great deal of move- 
ment, which gives it a very lively appearance. 
At Chao-tcheou-fou, as well as in the other cities 
of China, little is feen from without except the 
ramparts, the houfes being very low. The 
roofs of the temples and of the Mandarin's pa- 
laces alone overlook the walls. 

Chao-tcheou-fou is not of a regular form. It? 
rampart makes a curve to the eaftward, and the 
city, when feen from the north, is of an oblong 
ihape. At the north eaft extremity is another 
great bridge of boats, near the cuftom-houfe or 
refidence of the Bvii'ftou* At the fame part are 
very extenfive fuburbs, fituated without the ram- 
parts, where, on account of the nature of the 
river, the houfes are almofl: all built upon piles, 
■which gives thefe fuburbs a very fmgular ap- 
pearance. At the place where the bridge of 
boats ends on the oppofite bank are other 
fuburbs of confiderable extent, and tolerably 

compact. 
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compact. The paffage over the bridge is fafe 
and much frequented. There are fixed hours 
of the day for opening it in order to give T an iffue 
to the vetfels that are going up or down. During 
thefe intervals little boats fupply the want- of a 
bridge, and fatisfy the impatience of thofe who 
are defirous of croffing over to the other iid*? 
■without delay. 

There ftands alfo to the northward of the 
city, and at the extremity of a high mountain, a 
tower which looks very heavy, and appears to be 
conftruQed without tafte. It is oEtogonal, and 
only three ftories high: 

All our "baggage being embarked, and each 
of us having taken the place afligned him, we 
fet off at two o'clock. After half an hour's na- 
vigation we were obliged to flop again on ac- 
count of a want of hands to track our veffels 
As all the other Sam/tanes experienced a like 
■want j we were obliged to wait with pa- 
tience while the Mandarins were making a. 
levy. But even thofe means were little effi- 
cacious, becaufe the iailors, upon receiving 
their hire, made off one after another; fo thatia 
a few minutes, out of (en which 1 had for my 
, veffelj no more than four remained. The reft 

even 
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even while aiding in the navigation, leaped into 
little Samjtanes, and in that manner made their 
efcape. 

I was therefore obliged to give orders to caft 
anchor on the other fide of the bridge, which I 
had already paffed, and to remain there till the 
Mandarin who commanded the rear guard came 
up. He joined me at half paft fix, and inftantly 
did every thing in his power to procure me 
failors. I was, however, fo long delayed, that 
it was feven o'clock before I was able to pro- 
ceed. All the other boats had got far a-head, 
but as they had flopped to take the evening 
repaft, and bad waited for me, I overtook them 
about nine. As foon as fupper was over we fet 
o;ff anew. 

a<jth. After having let our people reft from mid- 
night to the dawn of day, we proceeded on our 
journey, being ftill pulled on by tracking ropes. 
We were now, as it were, in a bafon, being fur- 
rounded by lofty mountains, fome of which were 
of a very extraordinary fliapc. At feven o'clock 
we pafled the military poft called Ying-faa-con-hsa, 
built upon the fummit of a rock about forty feet 
high, coinifting of a fmgle block of ftone. Near 
this rock the river branches off, having on the 

other 
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other fide of the new branch a hamlet compofed 
of a few houfes. 



The river, which was "become Terpentine, 
obliged us to go double the diftance we effec- 
tively advanced ; but a variety of profpe&s 
ferved to enliven our monotonous mode of tra- 
velling, and rendered the prolongation of our 
route lefs tirefome than it would otherwife have 
been,- 

At nine o'clock we paired by Lun-cJian-tong, 
and at eleven by the village P^hing-pou, which is 
fufficiently large to be the refidence of a little 
Mandarin, Between thefe two places the river 
makes an elbow, and in the fpace of feventy- 
five feet falls fifteen inches, which coft our track- 
■ ers an infinite deal of exertion. 

At one o'clock we paffed by a hamlet called 
Tftng-fon-tfauy^ compofed of a fmall number of 
houfes, and at half paft three found ourfelves 
oppofite Cay~long 7 which isj on the contrary, a 
place of great extent. Beyond that place the 
river winds fo much, that it feemed to come 
towards us from the fouth-fouth-eaft. 

J Proceeding 
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Proceeding on our journey at the break of day, 
we paffed at half paft feven by a village called 
TJauy-han-ichta, which is of confiderable magni- 
tude, and contains feveral handfome houfes. 
Here again we went a great way round, the 
river taking a turn dire£tly to the fouth. At 
nine o'clock we paffed by Man-gan-tekun, a place 
containing a vafl: number of houfes, a great 
many of which are fpacious and well built. 
At half paft nine we were off Ckt-ktng-eoftg'fceu, 
another confiderable place, and a dependancy 
of the city Cki-hmg-chen, which is fituated a 
league and a half (fifteen It) from the banks of 
the river. A great many veffels flop at Chi-Ung- 
ehen-hau, in order to embark, fuch goods as are 
going up and down the river, which from this 
ylace constantly diminifhes in depth up to Nan- 
&iong-fou* On this account a Mandarin has been 
Rationed there for the maintenance of good 
order. We changed our failors, and remained 
there till half paft twelve, when we continued 
our journey. 

At two o'clock we were a-breaft of a tttrfc 
habitation made by excavating a rock* The 
outfide has been walled up; fpaces having been 
left for doors and windows. A little farther on 

is 
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is the village Thin-tchip-ki, confifting of very well 
built houfes. 



A great many trees grow upon the neighbour- 
ing mountains, which pleafed the eye much 
more than the naked rocks we had hitherto met 
with. 

At- half paft three we arrived at Tcea-tkan> a 
large and handfome village, abounding in cattle. 
We dined there, and then continued our journey 
till midnight, when we flopped to take a few 
hours reft. 

December ift. We fet off again at the break 
of day, and proceeded till abreaft of the great 
village V-ong-thaung-jan.) where there is a mi- 
litary poft. Here I went on more and took an 
hour's walk over cultivated fields, feme of which 
were fown with wheat, In the diftance were 
three very extenfive places, of which, from 
the houfes, I formed a favourable idea. At 
feven o'clock I returned to the veffel, leaving, 
almoft oppofite to me, upon a branch of the 
river, a place called Tcheott-tfauy, which, from 
the number of houfes I perceived, I judged to 
be of confiderable confequence. In general the 
places that wc had feen for the laft three or 
4 four 
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four days gave an idea of greater importance 
than thofc of the more fouthern parts in which 
we had been travelling before. 

At eight o'clock we reached Liji-pemg-tckun, 
another great village, well fituated, and well 
built ; and thiee quarters of an hour afterwards 
we came to a pleafant hamlet called Tfauy- 
tcBeou-fchnn. This hamlet is overfhadowed by 
pines and large bamboos, and derives a great 
appearance of magnitude from a number of ha- 
bitations Handing feparate from one another, 
and occupying a confiderable extent of ground. 

Thon cok, a large village, came in fight at half 
paft ten. Soon after we came to Cou-kk-Aou, 
built upon the bank of the river, which is lofty 
and perpendicular, and lined with veflels loading 
and unloading the merchandize that is removed 
out of one into another. 

At a quarter paft eleven our eyes were again 
gratified by the fight of Ngo-tckou-tau-tchmi, a 
place well fituated, where a number of trees 
and* confiderable buildings compofed a delight- 
ful whole. 

The 
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The depth of the river now dimimflied every 
inftant, fo that our veffels, which hardly draw 
more than a foot water,, frequently touched 
ground. At one o'clock we came to Tfau-ym- 
tkong, alfo a place of tolerable magnitude, 
whence we dlfcovered the mountains which are 
fituated behind Nam-Mong-fou, and a-breali of 
which we were to pafs. 

At three o'clock we were off Pak-en^ 
tfauy-thongi a pretty large village of decent 
appearance. I flopped foon after we had 
pafled it to- dine and wait for the veffels that 
lagged behind. In the mean' time I took a 
walk on more to a village at a quarter of a 
league's ditlanc* from the river, over which 
great bamboos threw a refrething (hade. The 
houfes (land detached from each other, and are 
conftru&ed with a good deal of tafte. AH the 
inhabitants were gone to work in the fields, 
leaving the village to the care of a few old 
women, and of fuch of the children as had al- 
ready attained the age of reafou. 

The Ambaffador's vcilel did not overtake us 
till eight o'clock. We then fupped and fet off 
again at half paft nine. The number of fand- 
banks in the river not permitting us to advance 

far 
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far during the night, we were obliged to flop* 
after having paffed a great village called Sam- 

hong-thong. , 

2d. The day was "beginning to dawn when 
our tracking rope was ftretched anew. In a few 
moments we found ourfelves oppofite the ruins 
of a tower, of which five ftories (till remained. 
After many efforts, occafioned by the fhallow- 
nefs of the river and the number of $w& banks, 
we at laft arrived, at eight o'clock, abreaft of the 
city of Nan-Mong-fQu, which is a confiderable 
place, and makes a very handfome appearance. 
The garrifon was drawn up under arms upon the 
bank of the river, and the Ambaffador was fa- 
lutcd with three ,guns, as he had b'een at all the 
military pofts on the way from Ckao-tcheou-fott* 
His Excellency, upon landing with his retinue, 
was received by the firft Mandarin of the city in 
a large and handfome 'edifice, built on purpofe 
for the reception of the grandees of the Chinefe 
empire when tiavelling through the country. 

Every thing having been prepared that was 
ncceflary foi the continuance of our journey 
over the mountains Mmling-chan, we took leave 
of the Mandarin, w T ho treated us on our de- 
parture with a dilh of tea. , We then got into 

onr 
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our palanquins, and fet off at a quarter pair, 
ten. 

In thefe vehicles we parTed through feveral 
ftreets in Nan-kiong-fau. They are not wide, but 
the pavement is pretty good. As all the houfes 
are fliops, we may naturally conclude that it is a 
very commercial city. I remarked in the ftreets 
feveral exceedingly ancient triumphal arches built 
of ftone,' and called in China Pay-fong* 

■ On leaving the city we met with two other 
triumphal arches, betwee'n which the' foldiers 
were drawn up in two lines, and at each ex- 
tremity of thofe lines the AmbafFador was' again 
faluted with three guns. We came afterwards 
to a large plain, where moft of us got out of our 
palanquins, rather chufing to walk on foot for a 
couple of hours, as the road was excellent, and 
the country afforded us a moft delightful prof- 
peel:. We were, however, only furrounded by 
fields, which, owing to the feafon, were en- 
tirely naked. 

We next pafled by Pm-tcBng-un, an extenfiv© 

place, which might even pafs for a little city, 

and which contains a great number of houfes. 

Thence we fucceffively came to two vil- 

Vol. I. F lages 
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Iages called Cong-lau -thong and Saa-cheuye~tfang t 
in our way to IJong-fam-thong, where we flopped 
and dined. 

At half after four we continued our journey, and, 

at a great diftance .from our point of departure",, 
pa-fifed by the city of Moilhg-chm, -whence we, 
proceeded to the foot of the mountain. 

The road by which that mountain is croffed 
is entirely paved with hewn ftones, as is alfo 
the whole of the highway between the two cities 
of Nan-Mong-fou and Nan-ngan-foti, in order to fa- 
cilitate the conftaft conveyance of goods which 
is going on between them without intermiffion 
during the whole year. The road over the 
mountain is carried through an internal between 
two ridges, and every now and then forms an 
angle, zig*zag cuts having been made on purpofe 
to take off from the fteepnefs of the afcent. 

At half pair five we reached the higheft point 
of the gorge of the mountain^ where, at a final! 
difiance from the road, is a temple furrounded 
by rocks, while other racks ferve |t as a founda- 
tion. This temple is dedicated to the great 
philofopher Kong-foU'tfe or Confucius. We 
made a halt there with the intention of exa- 
9 miaing 
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mining it ; but were only able to take a rapid 

glance, becaufe it was too late for us completely 
to fatisfV our delire. 

After proceeding a Very fijiall diftance beyond 
ibis monument, we came fo the gate that marks 
the divifion of the provinces of £$uang-ivng, and 
Kiang-fi, It is built in an interval between thfe 
rocks, where there is alfo a military poft, with a 
ftrong jgarrifoni to obferve what is pafBng on the 
Canton fide. 

Scarcely had we quitted this gate 1 , when we 
were moft agreeably furprifed firfl: by perceiving 
the magnificent fpe£tacle of the vaft plain that 
begins at the foot of the mountain we were 
about to defcend, and then by our prodigious 
elevation above it. The road in fome places 
inclines no lefs than forty-five degrees, and runs 
along the edge of a precipice, defcending per- 
pendicularly into an unfathomable abyfs full of 
{harp-pointed rocks* 

In order that we might pafs along this road 
without accident, the officer of the guard mani* 
fefted his kind attention by giving the AmbaP 
fador's palanquin and mine an efcort of foldiers, 
eight of whom went by the fide of each of us, to 
F a aid 
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aid and affift the Couth in cafe of their (tumbling 
in fo difficult a"pafs. The other perfons at- 
tached to the Embafly defcended the mountain 
on horfeback, and confequently out-trayelled us 
a good deal. Environed by precautions, we ar- 
rived both fpeedily and happily at the foot of 
the mountain, where torches were lighted on 
account of the night, which began already to 
ileal the unrounding objects from our fight. By 
the affiftance of their light we continued our 
journey, paffing through- feveral villages or ham- 
lets in the plain, till at eight o'clock we were 
carried outfide of the ramparts, as far as the 
northern fuburbs of Nan-tigan-fou. 

The hotel prepared for us ftands by the fide of 
that of the Hou-pou, at a fraall diftance from the 
place, where it is cuftomary to alight. It is a 
houfe of tolerable appearance. We refted there 
in the belt way we were able, but not without 
feeling the want oi dm beds- Our baggage was 
fo tardily conveyed by the Couth, that it was not 
till *nine o'clock of the following morning that 
the whole was got together. 

As every thing fent from the other provinces 

to Qutmg-tong, and from Quang-tong to the other 

provinces, paries this way, and is conveyed by 

4 means 
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means of CW&f, a great number of them are 
conftantly upon the road,' tranfporting chefts of 
tea, porcelain, raw fUk, pieces of nam-king* 
tobacco, oil, and other merchandize, from Nan- 
hhng-fou to Nan-ngan-fou, and from Nan-ngan-fott 
to Nati-Jiiongfou. To preferve thefe commodi- 
ties from the accidents they might meet with, 
and from the damage the rain might do to 
fomeof them, very large huts and fheds to melter 
them have been erected at convenient diftarices. 
Innumerable inns or public houfes for travellers, 
and Coulis are alfo to be met with all along the 
road, except in the fteep declivities of the moun- 
tains. Every one is fure of finding there a repaft 
to his tafte, and the means of 'guarding againfr. 
that want of aliment which the Chinefe are 
perhaps as little able to endure as any other na- 
tion whatever. 

3d. At an early hour of the morning of De- 
cember the 3d, I went- to infpe£t the veflels def- 
tined for our conveyance. I found them very 
clean, and toleraby well fitted up, Cafting my 
eyes from the banks of the river over the whole 
length* of the fuburbs, I judged them to be of 
confiderable extent, and was by no means dif- 
pleafed with their appearance. Our boats were 
eppofite the frairs of the cuftom-houfe, which 

F3 is 
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as an edifice of magnificent appearance, and has 
a fpacious fquare in front. of itj, paved with 
pebbles like thofe of Europe. The Streets are 
paved in the fame manner. The place of resi- 
dence, or palace of the fify-pou, which- appears; 
folidly built, and is unrounded with a handfome 
•wall, being fituated, as well as the fquare, upon; 
the bank of the river-, prefents a yery noble^ 
obje£t to the eye. 

Near- to the cuftom-boufe, and to the norths 
ward, is 3 mountain of considerable elevation, 
with a heavy tower, fix ftories high, on its 
fumjnit. The form of the tower is that of a; 
truncated cone, the fectton being made in. Such a 
way, that ^hen feen from below the tower 
appears to hang over to pne fi'de. On the other 
fide of the river, facing the mountain, is another, ■ 
the top of which alfo fupports a tower. This is, 
alfo of feven ftories, and is of i form more agree- 
aBle, and more confonant with the prevailing 
tafle of Chinefe architecture, 

T 

AH our trunks, and baggage being at length, 
arrived at Ndn-ngan-fou, they were immediately 
put on board our boats, and as this was not ac- 
complished. till the afternoon, we dined again at 
pur lodgings. Every thing being at laft arranged, 

our 
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our third conductor called for us at a quarter 
paft five, and accompanied his Excellency to his 
Samjtane, whither our firft conductor alfo came, to 
pay him a vifit. 

We quitted the banks of the river, favoured by 
a current which drove us on with great rapidity, 
and continued our journey all the night, guided 
by the propitious beams of the moon. 

I was foott convinced that it is often more 
difadvantageous to go with the ftream than to 
contend againfl; it, becaufe in the former caije it 
js difficult to prevent the Sampmes from driving 
upon the rocks, which fometunes occafions a 
great deal of damage, particularly when the 
rainy feafon, by fwelling the rivejes> renders their 
courfe both more rapid and rnore dangerous. 

4th. At a quarter paft feven in. the morning 
we pafled a place fitua,ted on the banks of the 
river* and o£ pleafing appeaBaace^ called Son* 
t%an~toqg. At nine o'clock, or thereabout, we 
were near a large tower of fqven ftories, erected 
on the fummit of a lofty mountain, 

The land, contiguous to the two banks of the 
riYer ? was planted with fugar-canes and tobacco, 

F 4 which 
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which grows here with great luxuriancy, though 
it does not abound fo much" as the fugar-cane. 

I obferved at this place feveral mills which 
raife the water of the river above the banks,' 
whence it runs into refervoirs, to be afterwards 
diffufed, by means of canals and aquedu£ts, over 
the fields that require irrigation. 

Thefe mills are of fimple conftruQion, and 
entirely compofed of an affemblage of thin bam- 
boos, except the axle-tree of the wheel, which 
is of timber- In no part is the fnialleft piece of 
iron' or any other metal employed. The whole, 
machine, as well as I was able to judge, is from 
eighteen to twenty-eight feet diameter. It is 
compofed of two wheels, which have a common 
axis,, and of which the fpokes, inferted obliquely 
into the naves, crofs each other at two-thirds of 
their length; fo that the two wheels are con- 
nected by the fpokes, and by a concentric circle 
or ring applied equally to each in order to keep 
them together. The extremities of the bamboos, 
which form the fpokes, are alfo confined by a 
double rim put on each fide of the ring or band 
by which the two wheels are united. Thefe 
wheels have from forty to forty-eight fpokes. 



To 
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To move the wheel, fome flat bamboos, fo cut 
a* to refehible. a board, and from ten to twelve 
inches wide, are placed externally at every fourth 
fpoke on each fide of the wheel, and between the 
two parts of the double rim which confines the 
fpokes. It is againft thefe bamboos that the cur- 
renta&s, while at the fame points, that is to fay, 
at every fourth fpoke, but upon the band or ring 
that unites the two wheels of which the great 
whe^l is compofed,are tied thick and hollowjorats 
of bamboo, which fill with water when the mo- 
tion of the wheel plunges them into, the ftream,, 
Thefe joints of bamboo make, with tlie line 
described- by the convexity or periphery of the 
wheel, an angle, which, as well as the length of ■ 
the joint itfelf, is fo calculated, that when the 
rotation of the wheel that has firfl: raifed them gives 
them an inclination down-wards, they pour into 
the veffel deftined to receive it the water which 
they have taken up from the river, and which an 
aqueduct afterwards conveys to the place where 
it is wanted. 

Such a mil], when once fet up, works conti- 
nually night and day, until fome accident ob^ 
ftru&s its progrefs. 



To 
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To increafe the velocity of the ftream reparations 
are made in the river in the ihape of aweel, or 
feownet {najfes) Co difpofed that they form a channel 
or water-courfe in the direction of the wheel. By 
means of this channel, the water when it ap- 
proaches the wheel is a foot and even more 
above the level of the river, the conference of 
which is a fall that increafes the momentum of 
the fluid upon the flat bamboos, or ladle-boards 
of the wheel, to which they give greater rapidity 
of motion. But for this eaufe of acceleration 
the wheel would bring the joints full of water 
but fiowly upwards, efpecially as they have no* 
thing to counterbalance their weight on the 
other fide. 

By this contrivance the mill anfwers the im 
tended purpofe as completely as the moft com- 
plicated European machine could do •* and I wilt 
anfwer for it that in China it does not occafton 
an expence often dollars. \t feems to me that 
the mere putting together of the pieces of which 
it is oompofed, is a new proof of the induftry 
and intelligence of the Chmefe. 

Their chain-pumps are alfo a testimony of it. 
They ufe them in order to raife great quantities; 
of water to the height of ten or twelve feet. A 

iingla 
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fingle man works this machine, and even carries 
it. wherever it is wanted, as I have had occafion 
to remark feveral times in the province o£ Quango 
fang, near fampm- I have introduced the ufe 
of them into the United States of America, where 
they are of great utility in rivers,, in confequence 
of 'the little labour they require. 

At three quarters after nine we palled a 
hamlet called O-kkn-ikang^ and at a quarter pall 
eleven, tfin-fa-tkong, a confiderable place, fitn~. 
ated on the bank of the river. Here alfo wo 
faw a number of fugar>-mill6, the whole country 
in a manner being planted with the reed that- 
prodnces that fubftance, A fingle object diver* 
fified the profpeft, and that was an orchard; 
but it had already affumed the garb of winter. 

It was- half paft twelve when we arrived 
between the two parts of a very large village, 
called Cau-tchay-ihongy fituated on both banks of 
the river. We afterwards pafled by feveral 
hamlets, and at two o'clock came a-breaft of the 
city of Nan-hang-chen, where I flopped to wait 
for the reft of the flotilla, of whjch my Sampaiie 
had taken the lea4 t 

} availed 
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I availed myfelf of this opportunity to go and 
fee a handfome temple dedicated to the philo- 
fopher Kvttg-fou'tfe- (Confucius), which was op* 
pofite tire point where we flopped, and at a final! 
djftance. from, the ckr.. This temple is fpadouS, 
an4 kept in very good order. 1 he hall or prin- 
cipal apartment where the Chap of the philo- 
fopher is expofed to view (for there is no image 
fe rfepcefent him) is furmounted by a noble octa- 
gonal dome, fueh as I had never before remarked 
in any. other pagoda, The cupola of the.dome 
is covered with gilding and paintings j. and the 
diivifiorre of the border which correfpond with 
ihe eight walls or fides of the octagon, bear the 
following., micrtptiQns, acknowledged to be the 
inofl ,apcient of any of which the memory is pre- 
ferred in China. 



Thefe characters are written in gold upon a 
red vafnifhed ground. * 

"Whj- the place of thefe chaia&eis h filled sp with blanks* 
in the French original does not appear. T. 



In 
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In another apartment, adjoining to the former, 
t- counted fixty two tablets, or fmall pieces of 
board, placed upon little pedeftals, and infcribed 
with letters of gold. I was told that thefe were 
the names of the mo ft celebrated difciples of 
Confucius. 

The pagoda was foon filled with Chinefc, at- 
tracted by the defire of feeing an European. 
This farprifmg concourfe of people hindered me 
both from examining the pagoda as much as I 
could have wifhed, and from going to the city as 
I fliould have delired. I fhould have been glad to 
take a walk there, becailfe it appeared a place 
of considerable magnitude, and becaufc, as far 
as I could judge from the roofs that over-topped 
the wall, itrnuft have contained a great number 
of elegant buildings. 

At fix o'clock I was overtaken by the reft of 
the Embaffy. As foon as all our veffels were 
come up we dined, and at feven proceeded oa 
our journey. 

The vefTels of our principal conductor having 
been driven upon the rocks the preceding night, 
I paid him a fhort vint to enquire after his health. 
I found that, luckily, none of his baggage had 

even 
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even been wet i and left him, after congratulat- 
ing him on his efcape, and expreffing toy wifli 
that the remainder of his journey might proved 
mote fortunate. 

I have only to add, concerning Nan-hang~cften} 
that there is another place on .the other fide of 
the river, oppofite the fpot it occupies ; as alfo 
a tower which Hands upon a mountains and of 
■which five ftories frill exifts. Above Nan-kang- 
chen itfelf, I perceived another tower, of which- 
the top was likewife gone ; and which, as well 
fts the other, ftandsupon a mountain. 

This evening, at three quarters paft feven, w<5 
paffed by a handfomc Pagoda erefited at the 
point of an angle which the river makes at this 
part. It is called Tchip-coun-thang, With this 
point, the tower I had already remarked abovd 
the city exaSly correfponds. It is feven ftories 
high without a fpire. Soon after the country 
ceafed to be mountainous, and we paffed along 
a plain where we feldom met with a hill, the! 
few that we did being at great diftances from 
one another, 

5th* This morning, at half paft fix, we paffed 
fcy the mouth of a river coming from the weft- 
ward. 
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"ward- Very near its embouchure are two villages 
facing each other : one called Thasn-hatt-thmg ; 
the other, Bam-cmi-han-thong. Atafmall diftance 
farther on voKian-ngnu-thong, a hamlet. During 
the whole morning, every moment prefented to 
our view a hamlet, a village, a fugar-mill, a brick- 
kiln, or fome analagous eftablimmcnt, which 
were fo many proofs of the country being at once 
populous, and well cultivated. At eleven o'clock, 
a tower, {even ftories high without a top, flood 
in a lateral direction in regard to usj and at half 
paft eleven Yen-eohtchun, a very large place 
fituated on the banks of the river, -attracted our 
attention. The crowds continually paffing back- 
ward and forward befpoke a bufy place, and the 
veffels, ranged in great numbers along the banks 
of the river, gave an idea of great commercial, 
activity. 

At one o'clock we came to the city of Ka&- 
tcfamt-foti, where we made a paufe. Spectators 
came crowding by thoufands to fatisfy their cu- 
riofity, and to get a fight of the Europeans. Any 
one would have fuppofed that they meant to at- 
tack our veflfels. As this concourfe of people" 
became troublefome, and as we found nothing. 
there that compenfated for our difagreeable iitu- 
ation, we left the place at three o'clock, with a 

determination 
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determination of not dining till we had got a 
little further on our road. 

The city of ^Kan-Uheou-fou is of considerable 
magnitude, and is (unrounded with walls in good 
repair. The fuburbs alfo make a refpe&able ap- 
pearance- If a judgment could be- formed by 
the number of veffels ranged along the quays, it 
muft be the feat of considerable commerce. On 
the other bank of the river, oppofite the town, 
is a place of moderate extent, with a great num- 
ber of very well-built houfcs. 

In the city of Kan-tc/ieotc-fdtt, we obferved a 
tower of which eight {lories may be counted j 
and perceived another of nine upon a hill by 
the river's fide, about half an hour's walk to 
the left of the city. The top of the latter is en- 
tirely covered with flirubs, which is common 
enough with thofe that are overgrown from top 
to bottom with mofs and bru(h-wood. This, 
however, has none but upon its upper furface. 
It f is hexagonal. 

We were a-breaft of the great village of Tchu- 
' tam-thong at five o'clock. It contains a Pagoda 
dedicated to Saint Tay-houong, protestor of the 
dangerous pafe of Thtn-tfou-thaan, The Manda- 
rins," 
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tins and all the Chinefe of our party went thi- 
ther to fuppUcate the Saint to be propitious to 
our journey, as we expe£ted to be in the midvt 
of that formidable paffage on the following day. 

After having dined at Tay-houotig our firft 
conductor intimated to us, that on account of the 
dangers to be apprehended from the rocks among 
which we were to navigate, we fhould not pro- 
ceed, during, the prefent flight, beyond a point 
at a very Urtle diftance, where we were to wait 
for day-light. We were accordingly only half 
an hour in reaching the appointed place, and 
found there all the Mandarins who had fct off 
before us. 

We perceived in the evening that we were 
approximating the high mountains, 

6th. At the break of day, the Mandarin gave 
the fignal of departure, and all our veffels imme- 
diately got under way. At feven o'clock we were 
at the entrance of the dreadful paffage of Tk'm- 
ifm-thaati) which really deferves the epithet in 
the winter- feafon, fince the whole bed of the 
r^yer is full of fharp rocks, the points of which 
are from two feet and a half to three feet above 
the furface, leaving a fingfe narrow channel be- 

Vol. I. G tween 
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tween them. The nature of the river remains 
the fame throughout the whole paffage, which 
it requires two hours to clear when going with 
the ftream. Thanks to the favourable weather, 
to the moderate height of the water, and to the 
light of day, We did not run the fmalleft tiflc j 
but when the river is fwelled by the rains, which 
raife it three or four feet higher, it acquires a ra- 
pidity that renders the boats unmanageable, and 
the paffage extremely perilous. This is but too 
well proved by the number of veffels that are loft 
there every year. 

As foon a$ we had cleared it, we bad on ei- 
ther hand high mountains covered with trees, 
and fcattered over with hamlets, and a great 
many country houfes. Some, of thefe mountains 
were clad, to their very faramits, with the little 
flirub producing oil, of which I have already 
fpoken";, and which, being *t this feafon of the 
year entirely covered with b]o0bms, prefented a 
very agreeable abjecVto the eye. 

At nine o'clock we had reached Tay-houong, 
a large place featedat the confluence of a branch 
qf the river that runs to the eaftward ; and half 
an hour afterwards Tm£-$ri$- t a large place, and 
W«U fituated, \$ ecsufe* it vt at the point of the 

x ifland 
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ifland of Tong-fi'mg-tcheou. That ifland is of con- 
fiderable extent, and owes its existence to a 
branch that detaches Itfelf from the river, as if 
on purpofe to form it, and afterwards falls into 
the river again. The entrance of this branch is 
guarded by rocks, which deny accefs to all forts 
of veflels. 

At ten o'clock wepafled a great hamlet to the 
eaftward of the river called Yau-tfcm-thapm, and 
half an hour afterwards the military poft Lfang- 
fott, and the village of the feme name, which is 
gifo a large place, but fituated upon the wefterrt 
bank. 

Although the river is eafily navigable io this 
part, it is neverthelefs encumbered here and 
there with rocksj which rife a little above thft 
furface of the water; but at a quarter paft eleven 
we came to a place entirely full of large (tones. 
To the weftward was Tfott-tfwntu* a pretty place 
of confiderabJe fize, and full of large trees $ an4 
oppofite to it, on the eaftern fide, was Tjiak* 
tfau-than, a place of fbme magnitude a]fo. For 
more than half an hour, the river was never free 
from rocks, 

G2 At 
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At a quarter paft twelve we came to Houang- 
kong-tchen, where we remarked a .number of 
handfome houfes overihadowed by fine trees, as 
we- did ,aIfo in the village looking towards it from 
the eaftward. 

In general* all this part of the Chinefe Empire 
is very populous, the whole country being co- 
vered with habitations. 

Bm-fi-k-thng' was' clofe to us at two o*cLock.' 
It is a large placfe-upon the eaftern fide of the 
river. ' A fluice divides it into two parts, and a 
bridge, laid over three piers, affords a paflage 
from one fide of the fluice to the other- It is the 
northern part' that contains the beft edifices. 
The river began^irgain to' exhibit rocks and 
ihoals. ■:■;•.. 

• At three quarters paft two we came to a pa- 
goda, which is the fecdnd dedicated to Saint Tfly- 
hmong, whom I have already mentioned as the < 
guardian of the difficult paflage in the river. The 
pilots (if our Samp&ies did not fail' to do homage 
to him by ftf iking nrpon the gwigom. They alfa 
burned paper in honour of him, and addrefied to 
him their thankfgivings for the protection he had 
afforded us in fo dangerous a pais. 

After 
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After having paffed feveral villages and ham- 
Jets which fkirt the river on "both fides, and of 
which I was not able to learn the names, we 
arrived at fix o'clock at the city of Van-ngan-chen, 
where we remained till three quarters paft feven, 
taking in provision s v for the following day. This 
city appears by its ramparts, which were all we 
could fee of it, to be of confiderable fize. Every- 
thing was prepared to give us. a welcome^ and 
the Ambaflador was received with a falute of- 
three guns. After dinner we proceeded on our 
journey. 

I now obferved that the mountains had aban- 
doned us, and that the eye could reach, without 
obftacle, on either, fide to a very diftant horizon. 
We this day travelled a hundred and thirty U, 
(thirteen leagues). 

7th. During the preceding night, the weather 
was rainy with a foutherly wind, which pre- 
vented us from making any obfervations. 

This morning we were ftill furrounded by a 

plain. At half paft eight we came to Tay-ho-cken, 
a city fituated in the plain to the weftward, at a 
few/jf'j diftance from the bank of the river. 

G 3 Frotn 
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From the point of light whence we perceived 
it, its appearance was very agreeable; and we 
were able to diftinguifh feveral edifices, among 
which was a tower fix ftories high. The com- 
puted diftance from Fan-ngan-ck&t to Tay-ho-chm 
is nine leagues (ninety it). An hour and a half 
clapfed while we were waiting for provifions, 
and for the Mandarins, our conductors, after 
which we continued our journey, At half paft 
ten we pafied a handfome o&ogonal tower of 
sight ftories, in very good prefetvation, and fitu- 
ated on the weftern bank upon the top of a high 
hill, where it occupies a confiderable fpace. 
Beyond this tower is the village of K'rthau-tmg. 
At eleven o*clock we came to Un-iou-thng, ano- 
ther village upon the weftern bank,, interfperfed 
with trees, and of fome extent. 

At half paft twelve we pafied a hamlet called 
Thm-tcBn#paa. Shortly after the weftern bank 
of the river became mountainous and rocky, 
and continued fo till we were a little beyond 
Faa-chac-thong, which we reached at three o'clock. 
The country then refumed a level furfacc. 

At half paft four we arrived a-breaft of Tchon- 

ea-tpu> built to the eaftward along the bank of the 

river, and fituated at the beginning and foot of a 

mountain. 
( 
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mountain, A great number of houfes compofe 
this place, and indicate its importance, as- do alfo 
a multitude of boats. On the other bant is a 
place of the fame name, embelltfiied with hand- 
fome ftone houfes, and not appearing to yield in 
extent to the former. The river, which for about 
two hours had run in a right line to the north-eaft, 
then took a north-wefrerly direction, and kept it 
at leaft an hour. 

At five o'clock we came to a fmall, but neat 
hamlet. It was fituated to the eaftward of us, 
furrounded with trees, and built of ftone. Half 
an hour after Yeng-lau-fan t a large and fliady 
place, attracted our attention. The plains, in* 
terfperfed with trees, began again to appear. 
This evening the city of Ki~ngan'fiu was our afy- 
lum; we fupped there j a falute was fired in 
honour of the Ambaffador ; and a great move- 
ment among the people, and a general illumina- 
tion, fignalized our prefence, Notwithstanding 
this, we could difcern nothing of the city> except 
the great length it occupies upon the bank of the 
river, and forae hundreds of boats ranged along 
that fpace. We took provifions on board, and 
fet off again at ten o'clock, 

G 4 Between 



88 VOYAGE OF THE DUTCH 

Between yefterday evening and this we went 
a hundred and eighty // (eighteen leagues); for 
that is the computed diftance between Tay-h%- 

then and Ki-ngan-fou. 

We navigated during the whole night, paffing 
about twelve o'clock by the city of Ki^chauye-chen^ 
without perceiving any thing of it. 

8th. This .morning, at eight o'clock, we came 
to the village of Tong-wn-fiouang, thickly planted 
with trees, and fituated at ninety /;' (nine leagues) 
from Ki-ngan-fou % an interval during which the 
darknefs of the night prevented us from feeing a 
number of places. The river was become wider; 
and was fkirted on either hand with plains till 
eight o'clock, when the mountains again ap- 
proached us. At nine o'clock JUt-ou-ca^rkang 
prefented itfelf, as did, half an hour after, the 
village of Tcku-patt-thottg divided into four quar- 
ters, allin the plain. It was to the eaftward of 
us, embellifhed with handfome houfes, and over- 
fhadowed with trees. A quarter of a league 
further on our way, the weftern bank offered to 
our eyes Tchu-H-tchun, in a line with which, and 
alfo on the weftern iide, is an hexagonal tower, 
•Whofe nine ftories gain an additional elevation 
from the height of the hill it ftandsuporj. Its top 

' n* 
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no longer exifts, and it feems to have been ftrucfc, 
by thunder, fince it is not eafy to attribute to any* 
other caufe a number of holes in the ftones, which 
in two places defcend in a right line from top to 
bottom. Here on both fides of the river fteep 
mountains ihow themfelves entirely bare of 
trees. 

At three quarters paft ten, we were a-breaft 
of the city of Kia-kiang-chen, where we were all 
to wait and take in provifions. Our Mandarins, 
having alfo fome bufinefs totranfa&at that place, 
detained us there till it was paft three o'clock. 

This city is fmall, but the rampart, or wall 
that furrounds it, is of considerable extent. It 
even pafles over the fummit of two high hills, at 
the foot of which the houfes are built. 

Beyond Kia-kiang-chen, the country is again 
flat to a great d illance from the river ; and around 
the cit-y are a number of country-houfes, en- 
circled and (haded by beautiful trees. This land- 
fcape is repeated on the eaftern fide of the river. 

At five o'clock we pafled Omn-ho-ouang to the 
weftward of the river, an extenftve and well 
built place. If the fields referable the banks of 

the 
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the river, the whole of this country muft be ex- 
ceedingly fertile in wheat and other grain, the 
foil being of a rich and marley nature. The 
lioufes we faw there gave us a very favourable 
idea of the profperity of the inhabitants. 

At nine in the evening, we came near the city 
of Sin-ta-chen to the eaftward of the river ; but as 
there was no landing on that fide on account of 
the ihallowneis of the water, tents, and tri- 
umphal arches were ere£ted on the weftern bank, 
and every thing prepared for our reception. The 
fame motive had conducted thither all the Man- 
darins of the city, who came to pay us their 
compliments. We took on board provisions at 
■this place, and after about an hour's ftay fet off 
again, continuing our journey during the whole 
of the night, without feeing a mountain. We 
were going almoft in a right line to the north- 
eaft, with a considerable increafe ui the width of 
the river, 

9th. This morning, at five o'clock, we fir- 
rived a-breaft of Tchong~ek, and ftaid there about 
an hour. Although Tchong-ek is not conMcred 
as a city, it has all the appearance of one, occu- 
pying eight hundred toifes along the bank of the 
liver. On the fide next the water, which is 

crowded 
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crowded with veffels, is a wall of ftone," run up 
to a great height, and kept in excellent repair. 
We perceived there feveral temples alfo, and 
other edifices of tolerable appearance. Tchong-ek, 
on the eaftern bank of the river, is fixty U diftant 
from the city of ' Sitt-tu-ehen,, (fix leagues). 

At eight o'clock we reached Yang- tfi-tfm fitn- 
ated exactly at the point made by the two 
branches of the river; its elegant houfes, and 
fine trees, give it a pleafmg appearance. As 
the eye cannot difcover any thing like a hill, it 
appears as if the whole country had been pur- 
pofely levelled. The landfcape feemed alfo to 
fay that the country is rich and fertile, fince ali 
the fields were fown with different kinds of grain; 
■while on every fide were feen hamlets and vil- 
lages, inteirfperfed with trees, the houfes being 
For the moft part of ftone, and their appearance 
fuch as to attract the attention of the traveller. 

I can venture to fay, that in all the fpace my 
eyes could reach in every direction, there was 
not a fingle unpleafant point of view. _ On either 
bank of the river I could count a dozen hamlets, 
or villages, prefenting themfelves at the fame 
moment to the eye. Externally every thing wore 
the appearance of profperity and happinefs. 

At 
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At nine o'clock we were a-breaft of a village 
called Tfan-tfen-cai-thong, and three quarters of ari 
hour afterwards that of V 'ong-quan-fan, both eaft 
of the river. The latter is extenfive, and planted 
with trees. At eleven o'clock we reached the 
city of Tong-cMng-chm, fituated alfo to the eaft- 
ward, but not equal in appearance to Tchong-ek^ 
which we had feen in the morning. Like that 
place, Tong-cMng-cJim has a wall of hewn Gone 
along -fide of the river j but feveral portions of it 
no longer exift. From the water-fide, nothing 
is to be feen but houfes ftanding out of the city, 
and having little to recommend them to the eye. 
We remained there till half part twelve, when 
we fet off again, reckoning that we had ftill a 
hundred and twenty // (twelve leagues) to travel 
before we could reach Nan-tchang-fou, the capital 
of the province of Kiang-Jt. . Thence we were to 
proceed to Pe-king by land in eight and twenty 
days, according to the calculation of our firft 
Mandarin, the remaining diftance being ftill three 
hundred and twenty leagues (three thoufand two 
hundred //). 

A't half paft one we paffed clofe by Long-ihan* 
than, a convent built upon a rock, both fides of 
which are wafhed by the river, becaufe it ftands 
in the middle of the ftream. The temple beleng- 

ing 
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ing to the convent 'is-Jtjtedicated to Saint Samquait, 
It Hands entirely' 'erribofomed. in .lefty trees. To 
theeaftward, and op'pofite the convent, isa'large 
village, where-there are alfo a -great number of 
trees. On the eaftera fide alfo -is Tay-cong-has.- 
fong, where we arrived at three 'o'clock. ■ Several 
hamlets fucceeded, and laft of all the village of 
Tchu-tfa-tkan, a tolerably large place. 

loth. At two in the morning we reached 
Tfa-tjifi~fe, ftanding on the weftern bank op- 
pofite Nan-tckang-fott. Here our journey by- 
water terminated ; and here all our trunks and 
baggage were debarked, in order to their 
being conveyed over land. When the day 
broke we faw the city ftanding on the otber 
bank. It had the appearance of a very ex- 
tenfive place, and feemed to contain a great 
number of houfes, befides temples and other im< 
portant edifices. In the midft of the river- is a 
bank or ifland of fand of confiderable magni- 
tude, but entirely uncultivated. 

At eight o'clock all the perfons of the Bmbafly 
quitted their Samfianes, and went on ihore. We 
were then carried to the hotel of a great Man- 
darin, which had been prepared for our recep- 
tion, and where all our baggage had been depo- 
4 • fited. 
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fitad, that it might be property arranged for the 
Coulh to carry it. We dined, and at two o'clock 
the Ambaflador and 1 feated ourfelves in' our pa- 
lanquins, Jn order to begin our journey over-land; 
which the other gentlemen rather chofe to per- 
form on horfebacfc. 

Upon leaving the city, we met fucceffively 
with two triumphal arches which were lined 
with two hundred foldiers under arms. We 
pafled between them, and at each arch thres 
guns were fired as a falute to the Ambaflfador. 

We proceeded on our journey, pairing now 
through confiderable places, now through han>- 
lets, fome of which were pretty enough, and 
meeting at times with uneven ground, broken , 
by fmall hillocks, but in every part the country 
confuted of arable land. In the evening we. ar- 
rived at Lok~faa-tfm, where we paffed the night. 
It is a place of confiderable extent, appears po- 
pulous, and afforded us a very comfortabls, 
lodging. 

nth. At four in the morning we proceeded 
on our journey t and at half paft ten, after twice 
croffing the river, we came to the city .of Kictt- 
ichang-chm where we dined.. At two. o'clock 

we 
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we fet off again, in order to reach Ta-ngan-(hen> 
where we arrived at nine in the evening, and 
where we paffed the night. 

In the conveyance of our baggage we rnef with 
a great many difficulties, of which the C$ttli$ were 
the principal caufe. It feemed as if the Manda- 
rins had but little authority over them- 

Our road this day led Us again through feveral 
handfome villages and hamlets, and over very 
fertile arable land, of which a great part was 
fown with corn, turnips, and horfe beans. All 
thefe plants were growing in ftraight lines, and 
in an order that might vie with that of our kitchen 
gardens. It appears that the Chinefe never fcat- 
ter the feed with the hand, but fow always in 
furrows, and with a dibble. This fymmetrical re- 
gularity gave a charming appearance to the fields 
which were already in a ftate of vegetation. 

Upon the hills there are a great many hollies, 
«opfes, and woods of beach and oak, 

I obferved alfo that the hogs in this part of the 
country differed entirely from thofe of Quang'tmtg* 
being cmite black, and. apparently of a wild 
bre«d, Their belly does not hang dawrij their 

ihout 
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fnout is fiiort and turned up; and their ears are 
long and pendant. Their hair is alfo both thicker 

and ftiffer. 

It is equally eafy to fee that there is a difference 
in the men, particularly in the colour of the fkin. 
In general they are here of a much ruddier com- 
plexion than the inhabitants of the fouth of China j 
a circumftance thatis ftill more perceptible among 
the women, whofe cheeks are as red as thofe of 
European females, in the full bloom of youth and 
health. 

Among the carriages employed in this coun- 
try is a wheel-barrow, Angularly conftru£ted f 
and employed alike for the conveyance of perfons 
and goods. According as it is more or lefs hea- 
vily loaded, it is directed by one or two perfons, 
the one dragging it after him, while the other 
pu£hes it forward by the fhafts. The wheel, 
which is very large In proportion to the barrow, 
is placed in the centre of the part on which the 
load is laid, fo that the whole weight bears 
upon the axle, and the barrow men Support no 
part of it, but ferve merely to mow it forward, 
and to keep it in equilibrium. The wheel is as 
it were cafed up in a frame made of laths, and 
covered over with a thin plank, four or five inches 

wide. 
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wide. On each fide of the barrow is a projection, 
on which the goods are put, or which ferves as 
a feat for the paffengers. A chinefe traveller fits 
on one fide, and thus ferves to counterbalance 
his baggage, which is placed on the other. If 
his baggage be heavier than himfelf, it is ba- 
lanced equally on the two fides, and he feats 
himfelf on the board over the wheel, the barrow 
being purpofely contrived to fuit fuch occafions, 

The fight of this wheel-barrow thus loaded, 
was entirely new to me. I could not help re- 
marking its Angularity, at the fame time that I 
admired the fimplicity of the invention. I even 
think, that in many cafes fuch a barrow would 
be found much fuperior to ours. 

In addition to this, I mould fay that the wheel 
is at leaft three feet in diameter, that its fpokes 
are ihort and numerous, and consequently, that 
the felloes are very deep ; and that its convexity 
on the outer fide, inftead of being nearly flat, like 
common wheels, is of a fharp form. This nar- 
rownefs of the outer edge of the wheel appeared 
to me at firfl: fight very unfuitable. It feemed 
that if broader it would have been better 
adapted to. a clayey foil; but I recolle&ed that 
at Java, the carts drawn by buffaloes have alfo 
Vol. I, H wheels 
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wheels with narrow felloes, on purpofe that in 
the rainy feafon they may cut through ftrong 
grounds, in which broad wheels would ftick faft ; 
as experience taught the learned M. Hooyman, 
who attempted to employ broad wheeled carts in 
the environs in Batavia, but found bimfelf obliged 
to follow the cuftom of the country. I am there- 
fore convinced that the Chinefe wheel is the beft 
fuited to a clayey foil. 

12th. The Ambaflfadof had this morning a, 
little difpute with the Mandarin who commands 
our efcort, concerning the diforder apparent in, 
every thing fince yefterday; our fupper not being 
ready at midnight, and no care having been taken 
to fend our cooks on before us. The Coulis had 
even fet them down in the middle of the road, and 
xefufed to carry them any farther. Beds, trunks, 
every thing had arrived late and partially ; and 
our lodgings were bad, and deftitute of every kind 
of convenience. 

The Mandarin expreffed his concern for all our 
fufferings, and affured us that not one of them 
was imputable to his negligence, but entirely 
to a want of fubordination among the Coulis; that 
he would redouble his efforts to remedy them j 
but that for feveral days to come it would be im- 
4 poffible 
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poflible for him to procure us more convenient 
lodgings, becaufe the province did not afford 
better. He added, that fuperior accommodations 
would be found in Kiang-nan, and riearer to Pe- 
king^ and that he hoped his Excellency would 
exercife his patience for a few days longer. He' 
then entreated us to proceed immediately upon 
our journey. 

After a light breakfafi:., we let off at half paft 
nine, in the midft of rain and a very high wind. 
At one o'clock we came to a very large and 
handfome Pagoda, dedicated to the Goddefs 
Couttyam, (who is the Virgin Mary of the Chi* 
nefe). We there took a cold dinner, and left it 
at four o'clock, in order to take up our abode 
for the night at the city of Kieou-ktang-fou* The 
rain and the wind having increafed during the 
evening, our torches went out at every ftep. 
The road, in the part where it was carried over 
heights, or paffed between the gorges of moun- 
tains, was very fiippery ; and our bearers, after 
having got through it, were numbed with cold, 
wet, and worn out with fatigue. The confe- 
rence was, that at the firft habitation they came 
to they put down my palanquin under a fhed 
by the road fide, in order to go to the houfe in 
fearch of fire to warm themfelves, and dry their 

H a clothes. 
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clothes. " Thus abandoned, I laid myfelf down 
,to fleep in my vehicle, experiencing at that mo- 
ment how fortunate it was that our merchant 
Poncpia had taken care to procure fuch conveni- 
ent carriages for the Ambaffador and me. The 
rett of the night pafled away while I was enjoy- 
ing a comfortable fleep. 

In the morning we faw two litters, carried by- 
mules, pafs by us. They were larger than our 
covered palanquins, and confequently we fhould 
have found them more commodious on our jour- 
ney; but it was impoffible to procure fimilar con- 
veyances. Thefe carriages belong to rich, per- 
fons, who have them made whenever they are 
about to undertake a long journey. 

13th. At the break of day my bearers came to 
take me up again. The road, as well as on the 
preceding day, patted, over plains, interfperfed 
with hamlets and infulated habitations. At eight 
o'clock 1 arrived at the lodgings prepared for us 
in the city of Kieou-kiang-fou, where his Excel- 
lency had been iince two o'clock in the morning. 
The Mandarin who was at the head of the go- 
vernment, and who wore the dark blue button, 
came 'to pay his refpe£ts to me, as he had done 
to the Ambafiador in the middle of the night 

He 
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He was old, exceedingly polite, and eager to 
comply with all our' defires. Our lodging was 
very convenient and fpacious. 

I went to take a* walk in, -the town, which 
might with more propriety be called a village ; 
fince inftead of the common way' of laying out 
the ground in cities, many of the houfes.are fur- 
rounded with large kitchen gardens. . Whole 
fields, and cultivated pieces of land feparate 
the houfes'j between wjiich there are" fuch im- 
menfe intervals, that I do not believe more than 
a tenth part of the fpace within the walls is built 
upon. 

I went to fee the principal pagoda, where our 
firft conductor was lodged, which gave me an 
opportunity of paying him a vifit. This temple 
is very large, and kept in excellent repair. By 
the fide of it is a convent inhabited by a number 
of Bonzes. Near the pagoda is a handfome hex* 
agonal tower of feven ftories. It differed from 
moft of thofe I had feen, becaufe between every 
ftory it is encircled with a double balcony. It is 
indeed the fecond of the kind that I have yet met 
with. The other was at Kien-tchang-chen, through 
which we paffed the day before yefterday. 

H3 It 
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It would be Impoflible to give an idea of the in- 
credible multitude of people who came crowding 
to fee me ; it was fo great that but for the Chinefe 
foldiers who attended me, and opened me a way- 
through the crowd, I Ihould never have been able 
to get on. The women completely filled all the 
doors and windows. In general their perfons 
were pleafmg: I even remarked fome who were 
beautiful, 

It was the intention of the Ambaffador to take 
another night's repofe ; but at three o'clock this 
afternoon, the Mandarin came to propofe to us 
to fleep at a place forty //' off. The reafon was 
that we had toj>a.{s&tKkou-kiang-f6U, a very large 
branch of the Kiang, which we might now do 
with a favourable breeze j whereas, if we ftaid 
till the following day, a change of wind might 
render the paffage of it impoffible, and thereby 
not only occafion a delay in our journey, but 
might even injure the fuccefs of our Erabafly, 

The tone of entreaty and perfuafion ufed by 
the Mandarin had its effect upon his Excellency, 
and at four o'clock we quitted our comfortable 
lodgings in order to proceed, on our journey, 
We repaired to the bank of the river, which is 
yery wide, of which the coup d'&tf is very agree- 
ably 
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able, and which is navigable for fmall junks. 
Finding there feveral large and commodious 
veflels ready to convey us with our retinue and 
baggage, we went on board then, and, hoifting 
our fails, reached the oppofite bank in about half 
an hour. 

I fhould add here,' that upon a hill near the 
place where we embarked there ftands a pa* 
goda, by the fide of which is an hexagonal tower 
of lis ftories high, in very good prefervation, 
The fliadow of fome tall trees fell upon the 
temple, which, together with the tower, com*, 
pofed a very agreeable view. 

When we came to the other fide, we featect. 
ourfelves again in our palanquins, and came to a, 
moderately large place, where we were con-* 
du&ed to a public edifice. The commandant, 
whom we had feen on the- other fide of the river ? 
came and fliewed us the fame civilities again, 
becaufe we were ftill within his diftrift. He 
invited us to partake of a collation which he had 
prepared} but we begged to he excufed, ex- 
preffing to him our defire to arrive at the place 
where we were to fleep in time for fupper. 
Having fumiihed ourfelves with torches we fet 
«fFatfix o'clock j but fcarcely bad we advanced, 
H4 *n 
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an hundred yards before the Cordis fet us down iq, 
the ftreets, refufing to carry us any farther unlefs 
they were better paid. Two hours were fpent 
in difputes, which ended in an acquiefcence in 
their demand. In the mean time the weather 
was become exceedingly bad, with wind and 
rain. We went on notwithstanding. I feated 
myfelf in my chair in a convenient pofture for 
fleep, and did not arrive till two o'clock in the 
morning at Liang-Hang, where we put up at the 
rnoft miferable lodgings we had hitherto met; 
with. It furnithed neither the means of fatis- 
fying thirft or hunger, nor was there any place 
where we could decently lie down. 

I was fo indignant at it, that after having 
waited in vain half an hour for the arrival of the 
Ambaffador, I went to fleep in my palanquin. I 
was exceedingly vexed at his Excellency having 
fuffered himfelf to be over-perfuaded by the old. 
Mandarin, and at our being deprived of our ex- 
cellent lodgings, and even indeed of our fupper s 
for 'all 'our train was entirely difperfed. 

14th. This morning, at fix o'clock, I ordered 
my Coulis to be called, and hearing that the Am- 
baffador was not arrived, fet off from this mife- 
rable inn without getting out of my chair. The^ 

weather. 
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weather, though ftill rainy, granted me now and 
then a fhort interval of fair weather. I was tra- 
velling over very fertile arable land. At half pall 
one in the afternoon J reached the city of Housing* 
met chen > in the province of Hoit-quang, where the 
accommodations, although fomething better than 
thofe'of the preceding day, were hardly fuperior 
to what may be procured in an inconsiderable 
Dutch village. 

The Ambaffador arrived an hour after, and 
flept in his palanquin or chair, as I had done the 
night before. Our other gentlemen came in 
fucceffion, as Well as part of the baggage, but 
his Excellency's guard did not yet appear. We 
fupped, and every one laid down to court the 
embraces of fleep, rendered both 'fweet and ne- 
ceffary by fatigue. . 

The city appeared of confiderable magnitude, 
and very commercial. It is alfo very popular, 
to judge at leaft by the great concourfe of people 
we met with in eroding the ftreets. In this city 
there is a pyramidal tower of eight fides. 

15th, Our trunks and baggage arrived piece- 
meal in the courfe of the morning, and at noon 
the guards of the EmbafTy made thejr appear- 
ance. 



I06 VOYAGE OF THE DUTCH 

ance. We were in hopes of patting another 
night at HQuang-mey-chm, in order to recover en- 
tirely from our fatigue, and to fee every thing 
"belonging to us colle&ed together; but our firft 
condu£tor came again to requeft the Ambaffador- 
to proceed forty /; in the afternoon, and not to 
flop till we mould have gone the whole diftance. 
We determined to do fo, upon condition, how- 
ever, that the Mandarins thould take more effi- 
cacious means to convey our trunks and beds to 
$ur lodgings as foon as, ourfelves. 

We fet off accordingly at three o'clock. W« 
iirft travelled over a flat country, through 
ploughed fields, croffing feveral branches of 
rivers on our way. Our road paffed afterwards 
by the foot of a mountain, and at length, at fix 
o'clock, we reached t the appointed place: it was 
the village of Tmg-ching-chan* Our accommoda- 
tions were worfe. there than at the place we had 
quitted j but as it was in vain to think of get- 
ting better, we had nothing to do but to content 
otirfelves where we were, This place, which is 
not considerable, is a dependency of the city of 
HoMng-mey-chm,. 

So far pur journey over land was not eafily 
performed; and cannot be better compared. 

than. 



BM2ASSTT TO CHINA IS 1794 — 5. lay 

than with a Yorced march made by light troops. 
It was fortunate indeed that the rain ceafed, for 
it had already rendered the roads almoft im- 
paflable, ' After a tolerable fupper, at which. 
we had the company of our firft conductor, whD 
came to fix the next day's route with the A«i- 
baflador, we \vent to bed at half paff. nine, that 
we might be ready to fet off at an early hour. 

We were accordingly in motion at four o'clock, 
and, after having proceeded a league, entered 
the province of Kiang-nayi, of which Cgn~4hi~ 
fo% *, better known by the name of Nam-king, is 
the capital. We croffed feveral branches of 
rivers, moftly by means of fione bridges, having 
eight, feven, five, or a fmaller number of piers. 
The bridges here are not all conftru£Led with 
arches j there are fome having from one pier to 
another nothing but fiat hewn Hones, ten or 
twelve feet long ; the piers are alfo of hewn ftone, 
and are of a {harp form in the part tbey prefent 
to the ftream, in order that the water, in its rapid 
courfe, may meet with the leaf! poffible refift- 
ancc, and confequeptly do no damage to the 

* This Is the real name of the city which the Europeans are 
la the habit of calling Nam-king, the latter word fignifying only 
the Court of the South, becaufe Con-4'mg-joih fituated in the foutli 
»£ China.) w<» the Imperial place of residence* 

bridge; 
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hrldge ; a precaution which mews the fkill and 
penetration of the Chinefe archite&s. 

Over two rivers we found bridges fupported 

by floating bamboos. 

We came to feveral villages where all forts of 
potter's work are executed upon the largeft fcale. 
In other villages we found manufactories of almoft 
all kinds of wrought goods. As a proof of the 
induftry exerted in this refpeft, I muft mention 
one where vermicelli was making. The land at 
the fame time announced the greateit fertility. 

At eleven o'clock we were at Fong-chang-y, 
a pretty large place, whence we fet off an 
hour after for Tay-ha-cken, and arrived there at 
half paft two o'clock. As we had our Coulis tb 
change, we ftaid there an hour and a half in a 
very handfome hotel. This large and commer- 
cial city is fituated upon an illand formed by two 
branches of the river. In the ftreet where we 
flopped we faw an hexagonal tower;, feven 
ftorics high, almoft firallar to that of Kieou-ktang- 
fou, of which mention is made above. It was 
paft four when we quitted this city on our way 
to Tcheou-tji-eck, where we 1 arrived at half paft 
feyen. The other gentlemen had preceded us 

thither. 
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thither, An hotel, of tolerable appearance, was 
our afyluih for the night. 

During the day we faw four triumphal arches 
t>f ftone, which, although very ancient, were in a 
pretty good ftate. Two of them ftood in the 
midft of fields, at a fmall diftance from the road. 
The weather was very fine and mild, but, during 
the morning, the roads were bad and flippery. 
We paffed over feveral elevated fpots, fhut in. 
between high mountains; the whole diftance 
travelled this day being a hundred and twenty B 
(twelve leagues). 

We were ready to fet off at four o'clock in the 
morning, hut we had neither Goulis nor torches, 
and an hour elapfed before we could get away. 
Being the laft to fet off, I was not on the road till 
three quarters paft five. The weather was rainy, 
windy, and cold. At three quarters paft ten I 
came to Tfien-ckan-tken, a city of confiderable 
fize. I can fay nothing of its interior, becaufe t 
was only carried along-fide its walls ; but from, 
without I cliftinguifhed a very large toVrer of &X 
fides, and as many ftories, which differed from all 
I had hitherto feen, by having its top in the form 
©f a lantern. I found the party already affem- 
bled at our halting glace, whence we departed 
4 before 
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before "half paft eleven, with the intention of 
pailing the night at *Ton.g-ching<*chen ; but when 
we reached TcheD-lou-han* his Excellency was 
taken to fleep at an hotel there, on account of 
the fain, although it was only half paft three 
o'clock, and we might yet have' proceeded a 
confiderable diftance. It was natural, however, 
that we mould comply with the defire of outf 
conductor. ' Our day's journey was in confe- 
qnence only ninety B, 

During the greatet part of this day we tra- 
velled over mountains where not the fraatleft 
fertile, fpot efcapes cultivation. The eye of an 
European is delighted at beholding the induf- 
trious application of the Chinefe, who, rating 
difficulties at nothing, convert mountains into 
fertile fields, and change their inclined furface 
into level ground, by means of terraces of four 
or five feet elevation, which defcend by fteps 
from the top of the declivity to the bottom of 
the valley. But for their exertions it is evident 
that thofe regions mull remain for ever unculti- 
vated, on account of the ravages committed by 
the floods during the heavy rains, which would 
not fail to carry both the foil and the feed depo- 
sited in it into the ravines below. The precau- 
tions of which I am fpeaking render fuch a mif- 1 

chief 
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chief Impoffible by levelling every thing. Each 
terrace is befides fecured with a parapet, and a 
little ditch to drain off the fuperfiuous water. 
On the other hand, as elevated grounds are in 
their very nature fubjec"r, to drought, the Chinefe, 
to remedy this evil, judicioufly place on the 
fiimmits of the higheft mountains ample refer- 
voirsj in which the rain water is received and 
preferved. As foon as the drought begins to be 
felt, the reviving ftream defcends, and faves the 
corn, grafs, and vegetables, from its pernicious 
effects. 

The aipe£t of a flope fo difpofed, when feen 
from a commanding fituation, was highly agree- 
able, although the ground was now entirely 
ftripped and naked. How delightful muft it be 
. when wheat embellUhes the furface > and covers 
it with a verdant carpet ! 

From the top of one of thefe flopes, along 
Which I was carried, I difcovered, at noon, no 
lefs than nine hamlets, lying in different direc- 
tions, and borrowing from the furrounding trees 
the appearance of fo many lhady groves. The 
whole compofes a very beautiful picture, with a 
long fucceffion of mountains in the diftance, 
where the eye of the fpe&ator difcerns pagodas 

and 
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*and other edifices Sanding upon elevated fpotsi 
and furrounded by innumerable trees. 

We have alfo this day had a view of feveral 
triumphal or honorary arches, built of ftone. 

Near the city of Tften-chan-chmi are five, at no 
great diftance from one another ; four of them 
"by the road fide, and the fifth in the very middle 
of the highway. 

I made more particular enquiries concerning 
the fignification of thefe monuments, and was 
told, that they are architectural .works intended 
to perpetuate the memory of perfons of both 
fexes, whofe virtues have deferved celebration 
and the homage of the public. The Emperor, 
on his part by way of exciting emulation, takes 
care to preferve whatever may ferve to tranfmit 
to pofterity an idea of the glory of thofe cele- 
brated perfons ; while infcriptions indicate their 
nameSj and the noble actions by which they 
gained their renown. 

A more exa£ idea will he given of this kind 
of recompenfe by mentioning the moil virtuous 
claifes of men in favour of whom this ufage has 
been adopted. 

j . Perfons 
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i. Perfons who have lived a century; the 
Chinefe thinking, that without a fobe* and 
virtuous life it is impoflible to attain fo great 
an age. 

2. Children who have given proofs of great 
filial affection. 

3. Women remarkable for their chattily. 

The fmeft of the triumphal arches we faw this 
day; which is compofed of a very hard kind of 
white marble called SsmthH, was ere&ed in 
honour of three filler*. According to the Chinefe 
euftom, they had been betrothed from their in- 
fancy j but their three intended hulbands died 
before they were marriageable. In vain did 
other men defire their company through life; 
faithful to their firft engagements, they confif 
dered them as binding till their death* after 
which this mark of honour was awarded them. 

4. The Mandarins who have governed in the 
diftri£t fubject to their authority with fidelity 
and juftice, fo as to gain the love and efteem of 
the people. 

Vol. I. I e. And 
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g. And laftly, the persons who have dlittn^ 
guilhed themfelves by rendering fignal ferviee* 
to the ftate ; or who have made or invented any/ 
thing conducive to the advantage of the public. 

From 'the beginning- of our journey over land 
to the prefent time, I have met with upwards of 
twenty-iive of thefe honorary arches. 

I return to the wheel-barrow already defcribed 
to mention what I have obferved to-day. By 
way of hindering the wheel from wearing out in 
fandy roads, the outer edge, or periphery, is 
covered with a rim, two inches wide, made of 
bamboo. By means of this the wheel does not 
fink in> but rolls over the fuperfkies of th« 
ground like a .Dutch wheel. Thus have the 
Chinefe contrived to make their harrow fer~ 
viceable inall roads, by meaas of a trifling ad- 
dition which they haye it always in their power 
to. provide. 

Our lodging was again very bad at Tcheou- 
jbu-hu, and in confequence of fhe-refolution we 
had taken this morning of going ftill further, 
the greater part of our baggage, table utenfila, 
$n& wine, were fent on before, us, which ren* 
Aercd our repaft very difegreeabte. We were, 
,i indeed* 
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"indeed, in Want of every accommodation, and 
even of forks and fpoons } for the former are 
not m ufe in China, and the latter are made of 
porcelain, with very fhort handles. We were 
-alfo reduced to drink water. In all refpe£ts the 
fcene was well Worthy painting j and circum- 
ftances of* this kind were fo little uncommon, 
that furely no Embaffy ever met with fo many 
curious adventures. 

iSth., We fet off at half paft four j the rain, 
Which had poured the whole nlgluy continuing 
at intervals during all the day* rendered the 
roads horrible. At ten o'clock we arrived at 
Tau'tt&ong-y, where we made a ftop of half an 
hour to breakfaftj and at three quarters paft 
four in the afternoon reached our lodgings in the 
fuburbs of Tong-ching-chenf whither his' Excel- 
lency had preceded us two hours before* This 
was the beft halting place we had hitherto met 
with* 

The wind beginning to blow flrongly from the 
weftward towards noon* the cold became more 
piercing than we had yet felt it throughout our 
journey. We crofled feveral rivers, the road 
keeping conftantly at a fmall diftance from a 
•hain of high mountains, of which the fummits 
I a were 
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were covered with ice and {now. We paflVd 
to-day in like manner as yefterday, over heights 
and through vallies, meeting on our way with 
many fpots of cultivated ground. I ofaferved fe- 
veral fmall patches by the road fide which were 
hardly fix feet broad, and which were never- 
thelefs prepared for lowing by the plough. This 
proves to what a pitch the attention to cultiva- 
tion is carried, and that it fuffers nothing to 
efcape it. 

The political fyftem of the Chinefe princes fit 
remote times was to confider" agriculture as the- 
principal, the firft, and molt noble of the occu- 
pations of man. This idea goes to fuel* a length 
that the Emperor attends annually at a folemn 
feftival, in which he exercifes the profefHon of a 
hufbandman. Many learned Chinefe have, from 
time immemorial, written a great number of 
works concerning agriculture — works of which 
Grammont, the Miffionary, fpoke to me at 
Canton in high terms of praife. He even thinks 
them worthy of tranflation into the European 
languages, on account of the utility that might, 
be derived from them ; and becatife many things 
occur in them which among us are entirely 
unknown. 

We 
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. We faw ia this day's journey feveral hamlets, 
and feven honorary arches. I can fay little of 
the city of Tong-ehmg-chen, becaufe I only- paffed 
along its walls. It appeared, however, a place 
of fome magnitude, and I could perceive the 
remains of two o£togonal towers, one of three 
ftories, the other of fix. ' Nothing elfe curious 
attracted my obfervation. 

In the evening the Fou-yuen of the diftri& dif- 
patehed two Mandarins to prefent to us hjs 
refpe£ts, and his apology for not coming in 
jferfcn, oft account of the rain, He fent us a 
prefent of a hundred haras, and a hundred falted- 
ducks, with tea and fugar for our journey. At 
the beginning of the night the rain redoubled. 

' 19th, Hie weather being tolerably dry this 
morning, we fet oflf at half paft four, the reft pf 
the train following ue flowly. The- Goutis* twelve 
of whom had been ordered for the Ambaflador's 
palapqum, and as many for mine, fet me down 
at half a league from the city, in the road and in ■ 
the midft of the mud, becaufe their number was 
reduced to five, the other feven having made off 
as foon as they had received their hire. After 
Raiting an hour four other Coulis came to my 
1 3 relief, 
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relief, afju 1 took, me up again. The road, being 

carried ahnoft conftantly Over a clayey foil, Wrfi 
very bad, which prevented" my arriving before' 
one* o'clock at Tdy-fia-fi> a large place, at only 
forty // diftanee from Tcmg-chmg-dsn* 

1 flopped there half an hour in order to get' 
four Coulis, which were procured for.me by the 
Mandarin, He fent alfo one of his fervams with 
me on horfeback, to keep an.eye'OTer thdfe 
fcoundrels, stod'prevent their cteftftiaiv Atfeatfi 
paft one I proceeded on my;jo\rflEfej4'but it ■wjaa" 
paft two o'cWck in the morning 'beibs* 4 rearfjeni; 
our 'lodgings at TweMngtfhen, havfeg'coTafumed* at* 
leaft three henifs in-g'oiAg the l&Meveri>#. . Th^ 
roads were £o exceedingly bad ! #iat the fiWKr 
were conftantly half way up their legs in mud ; 
and it. w&e-'icf fllppefy tha-dthey Tfrtre. 'every 
moment in daagfer of falli&g* This, indeed, 
happened four #mes, and the cohfequence wa$ 
that the 1 fda-t .under me'was broken to pieces. J 
returned thartks-to heaven whe«:I found niyfelf 
fafely houfed $ for the road not being wide, there 
was no little danger of Being thrown into the 
ditch, on one fide-or other, as often as the hearers 
made a fatfe ftepV 

Afte* 
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After fo uncomfortable a journey I was again 
obliged to go tobed without sc fupper, becaufe th« 
cooks again came liptoo late- Some of the perform 
of the AmbaiTador's fuite were under the neceflity 
of fcfaVeJImg part' ©f -the way on foot. On the 
approach of night the cold became fo piercing, 
that it feemed as if we had been fuddenly trans- 
ported into the midft of winter; and this change 
being frill more diftretfing to the Chinefe than 
to Etartfpeans, k is ao wonder that a great 
number of the CouHs deferted at the end of the 
day, in order to warm themfefres in the firft 
houfe they met- with. Alt thefe circumftance* 
fendered-our journfey doubly difagreeable. 

His Excellency, ' on his- arrival here, was con* 
du&ed to a miferable public-houfe. He com- 
plained of this bitterly, and in very expreffive 
termsj to the Mandarin of the town, who was 
come to congratulate hjm, and told: him repeat- 
edly, that he mould never have expected fitch 
treatment. The Mandarin pretended that there 
was no better place, but as his affertion was 
evidently contrary to truth, the Amba0ador had 
ftjm driven from his prefenee. 

Two of our gentlemen, mounted on horfe- 
back, -had gone from the place in which w» 

J 4 were 
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were quartered to the city, where they Were told 
of a very good inn in another part of the fuburbs, 
We have even reafop to believe that it was, 
prepared for us, fince triumphal arches fuch 
as we generally found before our halting places,, 
were erefted there. His Excellency, being in- 
formed of the difcovery of this jnn, removed to it 
about midnight. 

We were neverthelefs obliged to go without 
beds, and to content ourfelves with the cumjpns 
qf our palanquins, alnioft all our baggage- be,i«g 
behind us, particularly fome trunks that were 
left in the mjddlq of the road by the C&uUs> on, 
account of the cold and rain. We had, how- 
ever, travelled' a hundred and ten; U fince the 
niorning. v , 

■ The road we followed this day was conti- 
nually up and down hill, but towards the evening 
we came to a plain. At feven //from the -city 
of Tmg'(Mn-ehm we crofted a river in ferry-iboats. 
It had frozen the preceding night and in the 
morning, and every thing was covered with ice 
as in the midft of winter. The fields and trees 
werp entirely clad in a garb of fparkling white. 

Towards 
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, Towards noon we climbed flowly up a very 
lofty mountain, and reached its top enveloped in 
ice and fnow, about half paft one. The defcent 
on the other iide of this mountain was fo rapid, 
that in fome places it exceeded that of Mmlmg- 
{/tati. When upon the fummjt I enjoyed the 
aftouifliing fpe£tacle of a valley fituated between 
two ridges of mountains, and of an appearance 
fo attractive, that 1 could not fatisfy my eyes. 
Every thing was, however, in a ftate of barren 
nakednefs, which could not fail to injure the 
profpeSt, Hpw charming, then, inufi: be the 
contemplation of this magnificent fcene when 
fummer has fcattered flowers, over it; when 
their bright tints form a delightful contrajEt with 
the ot^er beauties of vegetation j and when 
yellow ears of corn enrich the fields. 

At two o'clock I reached the valley, where I 
purfued my journey for three hours, conftantly 
accompanied by rivulets, and their gentle mur* 
. raur$, and conftantly furrounded by the marks of 
cultivation, of which the impreffion was dis- 
cernible upon the very tops of the mountains. 

The induftry and fldll of the Chinefe in agri- 
culture manifefts ftfelf in this, valley, with ah" the 
characteristics of the higheft perfection. At a 

fingle 
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&jgle glance the eye takes in their various con- 
trivances to profit by the different fituationa* «f 
«fee ground. The lower parts are' cut into ftepa 
cr ftages, as I have already hadoccafion ttf 
yelate, while the hills are ploughed up to tie 
rery top, a dire&ipn being given to the furrows 
and ditches, fuch as the inclinatien .of the-p&ne 
requires to drain oC the water. Such places as 
lorm an amphitheatje, and h*,ve nO inundation to 
fear during the r&inyfeafon, are alfo cultivated- 
to the very fummlts of the 'mbunt^insf. Yes,'$ 
am fare that many-, people y in 'Eiirope wouM 
go a hundred miles* to enjoy a'ptofpeCt fo en> 
chanting as thgft ef this- valley flrttft be when ^ 
fte oftaa-mftnts 'are- laftited.; ■■{<•'■ ' 

I rauft alfo be perrrtitted to add, thsrtin tni 
fpace occupied by arable land, fometimes houfes 
*pef«' feon forming feparati habitations, and 
fometimes eollcfted' info hamlets. Lofty and 
ttifte'd trees added their rural beauties to* dif- 
ferent parts of the pi&ure, and while, for th* 
ftrft time, the empire of China offered to my view 
4>afcs lofty enough to recal the idea of the king 
of the foreft, I caft alfo a glance upon the weep- 
ing willows that grew by the road fide. A foft 
and gentle fhower covered the branches of that 
jn*)ancholy tree, as well as of all the others, and 

of 
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»f the moft humble fhrubs, with a dew that fik' 
vered over their foliage, while the light reflefted 
from theft little 'globes of cryftal, produced an 
effect which created at once aftonifhment and 
pleafure, and which was fuch as I never remember 
to have feen at any other period of my life* 

Ehiring the morning I faw ten more triumphal 
arches, fix of which were near the city of ToAjr- 
<3tmg-ehH> and clofe to one another. ' 

*A great many pigs are bred here. I met 
whole herds going to feed in the woods ; all of 
therh black, and fuch as I defcribed under the 
date of the roth of this month. Since wehav« 
been travelling over land I have not taet with 
a fingle white one. 

R was for the firfr, time that I to-day obferved 
a change in the dogs: till aaw* and in the 
.fou&ern parts of the Empire, I had feen none 
but the ftraight-eared fpaniel, but here the dogs 
have pendant ears, and a thin tail. Their height 
is greater than ' that of the fpaniel, from which 
they are altogether a different fpecies. 

In this part of the country very good yellow 
carrots are cultivated, which have exaStly the 

fame 



J£4 VOYAGE or THE PUTCIf 

&me tafte as the Dutch, and are.eonfequentry. 
far fuperior to thofe of Canton. We alfo met 
with round turnips of the Iargeft kind in grea,t 
abundance, 

20th. We were not able to fet off on account 
of all our baggage being again behind us, and of 
its raining the whole day. There was, be(jd§s, 
9. want of Coulis, becaufe the prefents Intended 
for the Emperor, that were fent off from Canton, 
before our departure, paffed by here yefterday^ and 
employed about a thoufand CouUs in their convey- 
ance. Laft evening we , found two mirrors ftill. 
Without the city. They were forwarded thitt 
morning, which added to the difficulty we 
found in procuring the three hundred that were 
wanted for our fuite and baggage. 

Jn the courfe of the day a g r£ at part of our 
baggage arrived at our lodgings, and we learned 
that during the -two laft days and nights, eight 
Coulis had died of cold and fatigue. 

We were alfo informed that the preparing of 
lodgings for us on the road was by no means the 
bufmefs of the Mandarins, our conductors ; but 
that each province deputed Mandarins for that 
ejjprefs purpofe. 

The 
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The governor of the province of Ktang-nam 
committed this charge to the Qn~tcha-tfu, who was 
diftinguifhed by the blue tranfparent button* 
He came in cpnfequence to Ywching-chm to 
order lodgings for usj but as the care of this 
afterwards devolves upon the commandants of 
the towns, this defcent of authority often leads 
^o a refult that rather retards than accelerates 
the journey. 

The Lingua came to tell me in the evening* 
that the want of CouHs hindering us from fetting 
offat an early hour, we had no occafion to hurry 
ourfelveSt The weather continued rainy and cold. 

2 1 ft. On reviewing our baggage we found 
that a great deal was wanting, and that -we had 
fiot a fingle cheft of wine, which had already 
reduced us to the neceffity of drinking water 
with our flipper the evening before. 

This day being the Tong, or Chriftmas of the 
Chinefe, which they celebrate with great fefli- 
vity, it became ftill more difficult to procure 
Coutts, 

At eleven o'clock the Mandarins, our con- 
ductors, came to pay a vifit to the Amfcaflador 

and 
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and me, and to make an apology to him for th» 
bad reception he had met with on arriving at 
this place. They told him, that thofe matters 
were not at all under their regulation, but were 
left to the JVf andarins of the province and placet 
through Which we paifed. 

Shortly after the On-tcha-tju of the province 
came alfo to pay us his compliments. He was 
very polite, and did not fail to fpeafc to us imme- 
diately 0/ the ignorance of the commandant of 
the city, who had pointed out a lodging for the 
Ambaffador that was not intended for him, in- 
ftead of that which had been prepared for his 
reception, as the arrangements made there 
proved. He added, that he had already made a 
complaint of this conduct 'to the governor of the 
province, and that he did not doubt that th# 
commandant would be difmifled from his place. 
He then propofed to us to go twenty-five li that 
nighr, in order that we might arrive at the city 
Liu-tjion-fou on the following day j but as it wa3 
already paft twelve 5 as it would have required 
at leaf!: two hours to collect the neceflary bearers; 
and as a good"*xleal of our baggage was ftill 
miffing, I perfuaded his Excellency to go no 
farther that day, becaufe the night would b« 
Very far advanced before we could reach the 

intended 
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intended place, where, according to all appear- 
ance, we fhould be obliged to go without fupper 
-and beds ; whereas, by remaining where we 
were, we fhould be lure of both. The Ambaf- 
fador, coinciding'in my reafons, declined pro- 
ceeding any further that day. 

I then proposed to the Mandarins that we 
fhould travel ninety or a hundred // a day, an*l 
that things fhould be fo arranged that we might 
fet off at four o'clock in the morning as Jong as 
we fhould be carried by CouHs. I added, that 
when we fhould reach the province of Chan-fang 
{where we were made to hope that we fhould be 
farnifhed with litters), they might lengthen our 
day's journies, and even make us travel during 
ithe night, efpecially as we fhould then have the 
advantage of moon-light. By thefe means, as the 
Toads would no doubt be firm and frozen, we 
fhould find it/eafy, if neceffary, to travel two- 
hundred U in four-and-twenty hours. 

My proportions were well received by the 
Mandarins, and, after a long debate, it was de- 
termined that- we fhould travel feventy-five ti the 
nes;t day* in order to reach a fuitable place to- 
ileep at; and that, for greater convenience, our 
baggage fhould be forwarded {he whole of the 

afternoon, 
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afternoon, which was accordingly done. It was 
fettled that we (hould fet off the next day at fiv* 
o'clock. The Mandarins,, who appeared fatit 
fied with thefe arrangements, took leave of us 
and retired. We confequentljr remained in thft 
fame lodgings* 

During the whole day theW was A gentle fall 
of fnow, and the weather was prfetty cold. Fah- 
renheit's thermometer fell this morning to thirty- 
two degrees, which correfponds with the freezing 
point of Reaumur's. In the night the weather 
grew clear, and it froze hard* 

2 2d. At fix in the morning we quitted Yu-* 
ching-chctty Fahrenheit's thermometer ftanding at 
twenty-five degrees and a half. The road was 
frozen, rugged* and full of'marp points, which 
made it very difficult to walk j but the weather 
was clear, and we faw the fun for the firft time 
fince the nth. Our road lay conftantly oyer 
plains, with now and then a gentle rifing and 
defcent, hut there were no mountains except 
thofe that we faw at a very remote diftance. 
We confequently met with very few rivers. 

At eleven o'clock we came to Tau-chen-chen^, 
where we flopped for at leaft an hour to refreih. 

This 
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This city is pretty large. Setting off after 
dinner we arrived at half paft five at Koun-eck, 
.where we flept in a very comfortable houfe. 

In this day's journey I counted four triumphal 
arches, and for the firft time perceived maize, or 
Indian corn, in fome little {hops, as well as a 
kind of fmall 'flat beans that have been intro- 
duced into China, being as well as the maize of 
foreign growth. We travelled this day feventy- 
five lu The night was clear and frofty. 

23. Fahrenheit's thermometer flood this morn- 
,ing at twenty-two degrees. We fet off at half 
paft four, and in like manner as yeiterday paffed 
through nothing but ploughed' ground, with 
gentle elevations. 

At eleven o'clock we came to the city of Liu* 
tcheou-fou, where we were carried along the out- 
fide of the ramparts. It feemed to be a very- 
large place. We {topped in- the northern 
fuburbs to change our bearers and take fome re- 
frefhments. The weather was mild, though the 
fun was hid in clouds. At noon we fet out 
anew, and proceeded as far as Ttn-fau-fe, where 
we arrived at five oclock, and where we paffed 
the night. This day's journey'-was feventy- 
five /*'. 

Vol. I. £ la 
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In the evening the Mandarin of Fong-yong-fofy 
who is at the head of the executive power in 
that province, came to pay a vifit to the Ambaf- 
fador and me. He wore the dark blue button, 
was very affable, and was at leaft fety years of 
age. We had already been in company with 
him at Yu-ching-shen, as well as with the On-tcka~ 
ifu. He brought with him a prefent of twenty- 
feven fheep-fldn dre£Fe3 for our foldiers and 
fervants, and fome fruit for ourfelves. From him 
we learned that the Mandarin of Yu-chmg-chert 
had loft his plaee on account of his conduct 
towards us. It would have been difficult for 
him to bfihave with greater politenefs than he 
did, or to esprefs greater concern at his not 
being able to procure us better accommodation* 
in his diftrift, and at our being obliged to> 
perform fo troublefome a journey in the prefent 
cold feafon of the year. The (heep-ikin dreffes 
were very welcome to our people. I took 
two of them, which I converted into bags for 
his Excellency and me to put our legs in while 
in our palanquins, and thus keep off the cold- 
We derived great advantage from them, efpecially 
when we alfo took with us a jug of hot water. 

14th. In confequence of the tardinefs of the 
Cmlh we did not fet off till half paft five. Four 
hours after we pafled through the city of Liang- 
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than-cken, a place of conliderable fize, full of , 
fhopSj and apparently very commercial. We 
perceived there an hexagonal tower of feven, 
. ftories, and feveral triumphal arches. 

Towards noon we carne to Ho-ckan-ek, a place 
■of fome magnitude, and left it at one o'clock. 
After having taken a light repaft at eight, we 
reached Ghing-kku+ek, another great town, ap- 
pointed for our reftirig-place for the night. 

The weather was very fine, and during the 
whole of the day the fun kept us company. 
The face of the country did not differ from that 
of the preceding two days : we met with 
fcarcely any rivers, and the mountains were very 
remote. In the day's journey, which was at leafl: 
of one hundred and ten H, we pafled by feven 
triumphal arches of ftone. The road was tole- 
rably good, and we faw a number of villages and 
farms where the feed was already in the ground. 

We overtook the four mirrors intended as a 
prefent for the Emperor ; each of them was car- 
ried by twenty-four Couth, and followed by as 
many more. Thefe forty-eight bearers relieved 
sach other at every half league. Hence it is. eafy 
Ka to 
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to conceive what the carriage of thefe four 
looking-glafles rauft have coft, 

We faw to-day, for the firft time, a cart drawn 
by two horfes, one in the lhafts, with the- other 
a-breaft. This carriage greatly refembles the 
covered cart of Guelder land, but is not by ariy 
means fo well conftru£ted. 

As we came very late to our journey r s end, it 
was impoffible to wait till our cooks had drefled 
us a fupper. We therefore refolved to retire to 
reft without earing; and in like manner as yef- 
terday lay down upon the floor, our beds not yet 
being come up. The privation oT winebeing added 
to thefe difagreeablecircumftances, the journey be- 
came unpleafant and tirefome, efpedatly as we 
plainly faw that the hardships we fufFered pro- 
ceeded from a want of order,and from the inatten- 
tion of the different Mandarins of the provinces. 
An incontrovertible proof of this faSt is, that the 
Mandarins, our condu&ors, who depended folely 
upon themfelves, were in want of nothing. The 
weather, during the. night, was clear and frofty. 

35th, Our departure took place at half pad 
five, and our arrival at the city of Tmg-yun-chen 
about noon. We dined there while the Coulis 

were 
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were changing. In that city, which is tolerably 
large, is an hexagonal tower of feven ftories, 
without a top, at a fmall diftance from the walls. 
We were carried to pretty good lodgings in the 
fuburbs. At half part one, fuppofing the Cordis 
ready, as I had been told, I went and feated 
myfelf in my palanquin, but, after waiting half 
an hour, the Lingua came to inform me that 
another hour would elapfe before they would 
prefent themfelves, becaufe they had not yet 
received their hire. On hearing this I got out 
of my chair, and intreated his Excellency not to 
go any farther this day ; for I knew that the 
jGrfl: appointed place of rendezvous was at fixty li 
diftance, and, calculating that we mould not 
reach it before eight or nine o'clock in the even- 
ing, I forefaw in that cafe the neceffity of going 
fupperlefs to bed, whereas here we had agree- 
able lodgings, and time fufficient for our cooks 
to prepare us a good repaft The Ambaffador 
yielded to my perfuafion. When our determi- 
nation was known, an attempt was made to get 
us away by telling us that the Coulis were waiting 
for us \ but as it was already half paft two, we 
perfifted in remaining where we were. 

On hearing this the Mandarins came to intreat 

his Excellency at leaft to go forward thirty //, 

but in vain, M. Agie told them in Chinefe, in 

K3 the 
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the Ambaffador's name, that we knew by expe- 
rience that the Mandarins always fhortened the 
road when they talked to us of diftances ; that 
in confequence of this deception we arrived Co 
late at our fleeping place, that we had cot time 
to get a fupper dreffed unlefs we chofe to fa- 
crifice the whole of our reft, it being neceffary to 
rife at three in the morning ; that if care were 
regularly taken to provide bearers, the journey 
might be performed with eafe, but having 
always a couple of hours to wait, without reck- 
oning the time of changing Coulis at noon, we 
loft the three beft hours of every day, and the 
journey became difagreeable and fatiguing; that 
for once people might go without eating j but 
that it would not do to make it a daily practice ; 
that fome of our trunks and chefts, which we 
were in want of, were conftantly behind, fo that 
feveral perfoos had no longer any linen, and that 
for fix days paft we had not tailed a drop of 
Wine j and, m the laft place, that it behoved 
them to adopt a new order of things, as other- 
wife we dreaded left fo many privations and 
hardihips fliould afFe£fc our health. 

The Mandarins, having no fufhcient reafons to 
Oppofe to ours, laid a great ftrefs upon the Em- 
perors defire to fee us before New Year's Day, 
and continued to infiit upon the Ambaffador's 

going 
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going the thirty //; but though they fpent -a 
whole hour in intreaty they did not gain their 
end. His Excellency, however, promifed to be 
ready to depart at three o'clock the following 
morning, adding, that he fliould proceed no 
farther than ninety H 3 in order that he might flop 
at Lht-omy-chen. 

They then endeavoured to play us another 
trick, and to carry us twenty or thirty //' beyond 
that place. By way of doing fo they begged us 
to fet off at two o'clock inftead of three. Suf- 
fering their deiign, becaufe it was evident that 
it would fuffice to fet off at five o'clock in ordejr 
to go the ninety It, I told them that the ,A.m- 
baffador was refolved not to go beyond Lin-ouay- 
•chen ; that it was his wifh to pafs the night there, 
and that they had nothing to do but to weigh the 
matter well, 

Perceiving that our opposition was fyftematic, 
and founded upon a geographical knowledge of 
the country, they changed their tone, and at laft 
told us, that it would be needlefs to break our 
reft, and that a fervant of our Mandarins would 
call us in the morning when it fliould be time to 
fet off. They then retired. The old Mandarin 
Kvas the perfon who took the greateft part in this 

K 4 little 
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little difpute, and, upon going away, he gave me 
to underftand, though in very meafured terms, 
that his ill fhccefs was attributable to me. One 
of his companions was brother to the Tfong~tou of 
Canton, and had a ftrong refembjance to him in 
perfon. 

We patted the night at Ting-yun-chsn. The 
face of the country that we had feen during the 
day wasprecifely fimilar to that which we had had 
occafion to obferve for feveral days before ; but 
we did not meet with a fmgle river. In the af- 
ternoon M f M. Van Braam and Dozy went 
. without the fuburbs to try fome fkates which 
had been prefented to them by Mr. Browne, 
Chief of the Englifli Factory, with whom they 
had been left by Lord Macartney, The furprife 
of the Chinefe was fo great, on feeing the eafe 
and rapidity with which they moved over the 
ice, that fpe&ators crouded from all quarters. 

During the night the fky was cloudy and the 
cold fevere, 

26th. For the firft time the bearers were 

punctual; we fet off in confequence at four 

o'clock, and arrived a little after nine at Hcng- 

^kau-chen, where we flopped to take fome re- 

freflimentjj. 
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refreshments, Pr6ceeding on our journey at half 
paft ten we came, after eight hours travelling, to 
Ling-ouay-chen, where we flept, but again without 
a fupper, becr-ife our cooks came up too late. 

The ground that we went over during the 
morning was mbre uneven than that of the pre- 
ceding day. In fome places it was very rocky, 
and in others overgrown with heath. Here and 
there only a few cultivated fpots were feen j and 
the houfes were fo thinly fcattered that we tra- 
velled twenty-five li, without meeting a fingle 
habitation. We met with a {till fmaJJer pro- 
portion of taverns {Gomptan) which in general are 
very common along the roads. Hitherto we 
have feen nothing fo bare and wretched as this 
part of the country. 

At two o'clock I wtts at the extremity of a. 
defert of this kind, which terminated with a 
village of indifferent appearance, though of con- 
fidcrable fize. Having paifed the village 1 found 
myfelf very unexpectedly upon the fummitof a 
very fteep mountain, without my having per- 
ceived any previous afcent ; but my furprize was 
Dothing in comparifon of the effect it fuddenly 
produced upon me by the dazzling profpeifc 
which burft upon my fight, and which was ren- 
dered 
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dered ftill more beautiful by the moft ftriking 
contraft that nature ever created in fo {mail a 
fpace. I had juft paffed through a defert and 
fandy ooufttry, and now a cultivated plain of 
vaft extent captivated my eyes. This immenfe 
landfcape, of which the horizon was the only 
boundary, was ftill farther embellished by vil- 
lages and hamlets fcattered in every dire&ion. 
The magnificent fcene recalled to my mind the 
profpe£fc which is feen from the celebrated fpot 
itill bearing the name of the King's Table, near 
Rheenen, in the province of Utrecht, and with 
which this view well deferves to be compared, 
A narrow path of rapid defcent foon brought us 
into -the plain. 

The weather being mild, and the fun coming 
out at times, the furface of the ground thawed, 
which rendered the road heavy and flippery. 
Towards the evening it began to freeze again. 

Since the preceding day the highway was 
become much wider and fitter for the paffage of 
carts, the ruts of which we perceived during the 
whole of this morning. Willows and tall trees 
grow on each fide of the road. In the courfe of 
the day we met with a number of horfes and 
mules laden with merchandize* The city -of 

Hong- 
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jK&wj* cfaing-chen, where we flopped to refrefh, J* 
a place of ibme confequence. It has two gates, 
bat is not inclofed by walls. Lin-ouay-cbex, 
where we arrived in the evening-, feemed alfo a 
large place ; but the darknefe of the night hin- 
dered us from judging with any degree of cer- 
titude. Before we came to the fatter place, and 
at the diftance of about half a league, we faw a 
tower of feven {lories. In approximating Lia~ 
cuay-cfan, the road paffes over a caufew ay, of con- 
siderable height and width. In one part of It it 
a very handfome ftone bridge, under which the 
water of both fides of the caufeway forms a 
junction. The place itfelf is poor, according at 
leaft to the indication of our lodgings,, which 
were exceedingly mean. 

We travelled this day one hundred and five It 
(ten leagues and an half). 

His Excellency having fcnt word to his firft 
conductor, that the next day be would only 
travel eighty //, the Mandarin was fo much dis- 
concerted that he came, accompanied by the 
fecond conductor, and had me waked at half paft 
eleven o'clock. Standing by the bed fide they 
conjured me to prevail upon the Ambauador to 
go as far as one hundred and twenty //, without 

which 
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which he faid we could not arrive at Pe-king by 
the appointed time ; and at this they teftified 
the greater uneaftnefs, becaufe, afraid of lofing 
their employ, and of incurring the Emperor's 
difpleafure. I promifed them my interceffion, 
provided, in their turn, they took care to have 
the CauIU ready at an early hour, and to fend our 
cook-s on before us to the fleeping place, fo that 
.we might be fure of having a hot (upper. They 
undertook to fulfil thefe obligations, to which I 
added that of difpatching a courier for a cheft of 
wine and fome trunks, for which feveral of our 
gentlemen had an indifpenfable occauon.. They 
retired exceedingly well fatisfied, 

27th. At half paft four we were on our way. 
I then perceived that the city of Lin-ouay-chen is 
greater than it had appeared to me the day before. 
It is Ctuatedon the bank of a large river, which we 
crofted by means of a bridge fupported by more 
than fifty boats. At noon we arrived at Hau- 
kiang-JiOy a village of little importance, where we 
flopped an hour to take fome refrefhment. 

At two o'clock we paffed over a bridge of vaft 
length, and of the following form: — — ^-s^^-** It 
is thrown over a river of great width, is con- 
ftrufited in part of hewn ftone, and partly of brick j 

and 
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«nd extends to the length of eight hundred and 
live paces : its width, judging by the eye, is 
twenty feet. It is compofed- of fifteen arches, 
which do not follow in fucceffion, becaufe there 
are in different parts five intervals, without 
arches, or openings of any fort. This was the 
largeft bridge I had yet feen in China. 

At half paft fix we came to Cau-cheh-ek, at 
which place we were to fleep, and near which 
we palTed a river, over a kind of fiying bridge, 
built upon boats. 

During this day's journey, which was con- 
ftantly enlivened by fun-fhine, the road was very 
good, and the weather mild. Our route, for the 
moft part, took a north north- we ft diie&ion, and 
paflfed over a part of the plain that I difcdvered 
yefterday from the top of the mountain. It was all 
a flat without the fmallcft rifing ground ; a high 
degree of cultivation adorning the whole country, 
over which the eye wandered without abftacle or 
interruption. 

We pafied this day by Leen~chytig-y> which has 
.two gates, without a rampart j and which, though 
Jarger, is not more remarkable than feveraj other 

villages 
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Tallages and liamlets that we alfo met with on 
our way. 

This evening our firft condu&or propofed to 
liis Excellency to travel one hundred It in the 
courfe of the next day, and received a favour- 
able anfwen 

28th. Setting off this morning at half pair, 
five, we came at half paft ten to Vha-chan-y, a 
miferable place where we flopped to refrefh. 
Proceeding again on our journey an hour after- 
wards, we arrived about five o'clock, juft as the 
fun was going down, at the city of Sieofrtckeou, 
which completed the one hundred and five It 
of this day's journey. 

The road we travelled over to-day may be 
considered as the bed we have hitherto met with. 
Like that of yefterdsy, it took nearly a north 
north-weft direction, and was equally flat and 
free from riling grounds; but the foil is lefs pro- 
ductive, being a Yery light fort of mould. The 
villages and hamlets made accordingly but an 
indifferent appearance. This effefit was even 
perceptible at Skowtcheoit, the interior of which 
is by no means brilliant, there being nothing to 

be 
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be feen but fmall houfes, and difagreeable ftreets. 
It is, however, a place of confiderable n*ze, and 
furrounded by ramparts. At fome dhtance from 
the town (lands a lofty tower; and upon the ram- 
part itfelf, at a fmall diftance from the gate by 
which we entered, is a building three ftories 
high, in all probability a belfry. Our lodgings 
were fpacious and tolerably convenient. 

I faw to-day a four-wheeled carriage drawn 
by oxen, and much refembling the paftry-cook's 
fledges {traineaux de gdteanx) fet upon wheels' at 
Amfterdam. The wheels of the Chinefe cart are 
only two feet and an half in diameter ; each of 
them being made of a fmgle piece of wood, and. 
the whole four being of the fame iize. The body 
of the cart is confequently clofe to the ground. 
This carriage ferves equally for the conveyance 
of perfons and goods, as well as to carry into the 
fields the manure intended to render them pro- 
du&ive. 

I had alfo an opportunity of remarking another 
ufeful addition to the barrow defcribed in this 
work. It confifts of two pieces of wood fixed in 
the internal angle, winch the two feet of the bar- 
low form with its fides. They are fo placed, that 
they divide this right angle in two equal parts, 
3 ani 
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and come clofe to the wheel, in order to detach 
the earth that may adhere to it, which renders 
the labour of the barrow-men lefs than it would 
ofherwife be. This idea, and that of having in- 
troduced the two pieces of wood turned up at the 
extremity, which the barrow-man before lays hold 
of with the under part of his arms, at the fame 
time that they ferve him- as a handle to draw the 
barrow after him, (hews to what a degree of per- 
fection they have carried it. 

Yefterday I faw only a fingle honorary arch, 
and this day no more than four, which feerns to 
indicate that this part of the country has not 
abounded in perfons whofe viitucs have been 
found worthy of commemoration. 

This evening our fiift conductor came to vifit 
the Ambaffador and me, in order to arrange our 
journey for next day. He fixed it at a hundred 
and ten //. 

29th. We fet off at four o'clock, and at half 
paft nine arrived at the town of Y-cau-y, where 
we breakfafted. Departing again an hour after- 
wards, we reached Tau-chan-ek at five j and, as we 
had gone a hundred and twenty lt t ftaid there to 
fleep. 

Our 
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Our route was over a plain, but from nine in 
the morning there were mountains at no great 
diftance before us. The road was every where 
good, was carried over level ground, and took a 
direction from north-eaft to north north-weft. 
We patted through nothing but poor villages and 
hamlets of mean appearance. 

We croffed, however, three rivers, over one-, 
of which was a noble {tone bridge ; and at nine 
o'clock traverfed a valley overgrown with reeds. 

Near Tau-chan-ek is a hill of moderate eleva- 
tion ; upon the declivity of which ftand a con- 
vent, and a pagoda furrounded by trees, and 
in a delightful fituatlon. To the detail of this 
day's route I have to add our meeting with five 
triumphal arches of hewn ftone. 

30th. Our journey beganagain at five o* clock. 
We were conftantly amidft mountains till eight 
o'clock, when we afcended a rocky gorge, form- 
ed by an interval left between two of them. As 
. foon as we reached the fummit, we enjoyed a de- 
lightful profpe£t of a valley- It is interfperfed' 
with graves, among which are a great number 
overlhadowed by little groves of cyprefs. Others 
are furmounted by ftone monuments, and others 

Vol., I. h by 
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by triumphal arches. This variety, by occupy- 
ing the eye, almoft banithes from the mind every 
idea of th$*mournful deftination of the place. 

To the eaftward of the valley, and upon a hill 
of little elevation ftands an hexagonal tower of 
eight ftories, in very good prefervation. Some 
buildings and trees, fituated near the bottom of 
this tower, feem to indicate a pagoda and a 
convent. 

We croiTed the valley in order to afcend the 
rusrged fide of a mountain, on the tabular fummit 
of which ftands a great fort, or fquare cattle* 
kept in the bell ftate of repair. 

Having climbed up the mountain's fide, my 
eyes were again delighted with the pi£turefque 
profpe£t that prefented itfelf almoft fuddenly be- 
fore me, and of which I mall not undertake to 
ckfcribe the beauties. It was a view of a valley 
flill more extenfive than that with which I have 
already found it fo grateful to entertain my rea- 
ders. A large portion of it is occupied by the 
meanders of a noble river, which feems to take 
a pkafure in winding through it, while its banks, 
erabcllifiied by houfes or boats, gives ndw charms 
to this enchanting fpot. To the north, the view 

takes 
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takes m the city of Siii'tckeoU; and at the weftem 
extremity of the Valley, .begins an aflemblage ' of 
teiifes ranged' along the declivity of a mountain. 
This valley is, at the fame time, coveredlike the 
preceding- one with, thoufands of proofs that it 
is devoted to "Vhofe who are no more. A little 
elevation, in the ihape of a round hillock of 
about feven feet diameter, and three or four feet 
high, is the ufual indication of their funereal 
abodes, excepting the fmall number of thofe 
which, as I have already faid, are designated by- 
monuments of ftone. Thefe two vallies exhibit- 
ed a greater number of tombs than all the other 
places appropriated to the fame purpofe that 
had hitherto come in our way. They might with 
propriety be called the dwelling of the dead. 

Near Slu-tcheou we met with three more tri- 
umphal archesj two of which furpafled in beauty 
all thofe we had hitherto feen. 

Clofe to the fide of the road we faw an inferip- 
tion engraved upon a large ftone, fupported by 

a vaft tortoife alfo cut out of a tingle block. 

I was three quarters of an hour in pairing 
through the city. I perceived it to be populous, 
and full of fljops of all kinds, and thence coll- 
ie % eluded 
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eluded it to be a very commercial place. At ten 
o'clock I. arrived at the houfe prepared for our 
reception, which was one of the handfomeft we 
had yet been in. 

We dined at Stu-tchou, where we defired to 
have a pudding made of millet. The abundance 
of that grain fuggefted the idea to me, and we 
found the pudding much to our tafte. Millet is 
here the common food of the people inftead of 
rice, the ground not being fit for grain of a larger 
kind. The contrary reafon is the caufe of its 
not being cultivated in the fouthern parts of the 
Empire. This was the firft time I had feen any 
in China. 

In confequence of the promifes of the Man- 
darins we expected to change our travelling car- 
riages at Sm-tcheou, and to be furniftied with 
litters borne by mules; but as the ufe of them 
was unknown in the roads we were travelling 
through, it was plain they had promifed more 
than they could perform. They were accordingly 
obliged to declare, that notwithstanding all their 
endeavours, they had not been able to procure 
us litters, no fuch thing being known, except a 
few kept by very rich individuals for long jour- 
nies. No Mandarin had one in his poffeffion. 

To 
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To fupply the want of them, they had provided 
three or four carts which they came and offered 
to . the Ambaffador and me ; but we declined 
availing ourfelves of their kindnefs, and content- 
ed ourfelves with our chairs; abandoning the 
carts to any of our gentlemen, who might be 
tempted to make ufe of them. They were on the 
other fide of the river. 

At two o'clock we feated ourfelves in our pa- 
lanquins, and, after quitting the city, paffed the 
river in ferry boats. It is very wide, and the 
quantity of ice that floated down with the current 
rendered the paflage exceedingly difficult. The 
confequence was, that it was three o'clock before 
we reached the oppofite bank. We then pro- 
ceeded on our journey, but not without again 
having a little difpute with the Cmlis, 

Our gentlemen, who felt inclined to make ufe 
of the carriages, went to examine them ; but their 
inclination foon left them when they faw that they 
were common baggage carts, with nothing to 
ferve as a feat but the ftraw that was fpread at 
the bottom. Never had fo clumfy and inconve- 
nient a carriage prefented itfelf to their eyes in 
Holland ; and a fmgle glance was enough^ to 
make them prefer riding on ' horfeback, mi- 
L 3 ferable 
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ferable as were the jades on which they were 
mo'unted. 



Thefe carts are, however, the ordinary car- 
riages in this part of the country, and throughout 
the provinces of Tche-li and Chang-ton. The firft 
Mandarins themfelves travel in them, as we had 
afterwards occafion to be convinced. 

In the afternoon we palled over a handfome 
bridge entirely built of hewn ftone. The road 
over it is almoft level from one end to the other, 
and fervesas a communication between two fides 
of a valley. Its width is about thirty-five feet, 
and its length about eight hundred toifes. It con- 
firms of a hundred of thofe openings without arches 
already mentioned in this work, and has a {tone 
baluftrade on each fide nearly two feet in height, 
and ornamented at every four or five yards, with 
the figure of a lion couchant of very rude fculpture. 
At this time the diminifhed ftreara ran through 
three or four of the moll centrical openings, it 
being now the feafon when the rivers in China 
are at their fmalleft height ; but it is natural to 
prefume, that during the rainy feafon, the river, 
"by rifing three or four feet, muft overflow all the 
level ground; for certainly Co exteniive, and fq 
coftly a work would not otherwrfe have been 

ere£t ed t 
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' erected. At each extremity of the bridge is a. 
magnificent triumphal arch with three gateways, 
or paftages through it. By the fide of each of 
thefe arches is a kind of open hexagonal pavil- 
Jion, in the midft of which a ftone is deposited, 
bearing an infcription in honour of the architect 
of the bridge. 

After having travelled a hundred and five /*, 
we arrived at half paft feven in the evening at the 
town of Li-cok-ek, where we met with but an in- 
different place of refuge for the night. A millet 
pudding was our whole fupper, and the floor our 
bed* 

31ft. We did not fet off to-day till feven 
o'clock. During the morning we travelled over 
a plain, crofling three or four branches of a river, 
and only perceiving mountains at a very remote 
diftance. At ten o'clock the poor and fimple 
village of Long-ckong afforded us a refreshing place. 
We flopped there a full hour. 

In the afternoon, at a fraall diftance to the 
westward, we perceived a very extenfive lake* 
whence arifes a river which runs through Temg- 
y~lw, at which place we crofted over it by a fmall 
bridge of boats. 

L4 Our 
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Our road pafled conftantly between ploughed 
fields, containing a great number of graves, fome 
of which are marked by cypreffes. In the midft 
of one field I remarked a ftone monument, fup- 
ported by a tortoife, like that I had noticed on 
the preceding day. 

In this part of the country we met with a ktrid 
of wheel-barrow., much larger than that I have 
already defcribed, and drawn by a horfe or mule. 

But how great was my furprize when I this 
■day faw a whole fleet of wheel-barrows, all of the 
fame fize. I have good reafon to call them, a 
fleet, for they were all under fail 5 having a little 
inaft very neatly inferted in a' hole or ftep cut 
in the forepart of the barrow. To this mall 13 
attached a fail made of matting, or more com- 
monly of canvas, five or. fix feet high, and three 
or four wide, with reefs, yards, and braces, like 
thofe of fbe.Cbinefe boats. The braces lead to 
the fhafts of the barrow, and by means of them 
the conductor trims his fail. 

It was eafy to perceive by all this apparatus 
that it was not a mere momentary matter, but 
an additional contrivance in the carriage, and 
meant to- give relief to the barrow-men/ when 

the 



EMBASSY TO CHINA IN 1794 — JJ. I53 

the wind is fair; for otherwife considering 
the money it muff, coft, and the trouble of 
carrying it, it would be but a very ridiculous 
■whim. 

I .could not help admiring this contrivance, 
and I felt real pleafure in feeing a fcore of thefe 
failing barrows rolling along one after another. 

At four o'clock in the afternoon we entered 
the province of Chan-tong; and at half pall five, 
having this day travelled eighty // (eight leagues), 
we came to Shau-can-tng, where we met with 
very tolerable accommodations for the night. 

We this evening made foroe more ftri& ar- 
rangements with our Mandarins, in order to 
quicken our journey, becaufe ft appeared diffi- 
cult for us, without doing fo, to arrive at Pe-king 
at the appointed time. 

During the laft three days I obferyed in all the 

cities, villages, and other places that flood by 
the highway a great number of old caftles cal- 
culated to protect fome external point, of the 
fame kind as thofe that formerly exifted in Hot 
land. There were fometimes as many as three 
in the fame place. 

4 As 
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As the Chinefe carry on wars without cannon, 
tbefe citadels may ferve as a defence, and feem 
Intended to protect the inhabitants from parties 
m fearch of plunder. 

I have alfo obferved within thefe few days a 
number of orchards very regularly planted, and. 
this day I faw a couple of grey-hounds. 
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,CCORDING to our agreement with the 
Mandarin we were on our way at three o'clock. 
in the morning. I had again reafon to complain 
of my bearers^ who let me fall feveral times. 
At length my palanquin was in fo bad a con- 
dition that at half paft. twelve I was obliged' to 
quit it and go on foot to the firft place where we 
were to flop. It was the village of Kay*hau t 
where I arrived at two o'clock, and found that 
bis ExcelJency and the other gentlemen had al- 
ready left it. As ray palanquin could not be re- 
paired very fpecdily, I wiflied to pafs the night 
at Kay-hau, but the Mandarin of the town fent 
me his own cart, with the moft earneft entreaties 
to go on. Refolving at length to do fo I kt off 
at four o'clock, but did not reach the rendezvous 

appointed 
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appointed for the night till after I had been near 
five hours upon the .road. It was the city oj£ 
Tjeo-chen. We were lodged there in a building 
adjoining to the Temple of Mmg-fou-tfu, the 
moft eminent, of their philofbphers after Kong- 
fou-tfu \Confuaus). 

We had travelled a hundred and feventy U, 
and all to have no beds, and to be again obliged 
to ftretch ourfelves upon the floor, although I 
defired a foft bed more ardently than I had ever 
done before > becaufe I had not ceafed to be jolted, 
and fhaken for four hours and a half in that hor- 
rible cart, and was in pain from head to foot T 
Such a carriage may poffibly be convenient to a 
Chinefe, but to a European it mud ever be a 
real puniihment. 

The city of Tfeo-clmt, which contains a lofty 
tower and feveral triumphal arches, is no other- 
wife remarkable. Its houfes befpeak poverty* 
and this cbara&eriftic is alfo that of the villages 
we this day paffed through, which make a very 
miferable appearance. The temple near which 
we were lodged is almoft the only ornament of 
the city, being kept in very good repair notwith- 
standing its extent, and that of its dependencies. 

In 



EMBASSY TO CHINA IN 1794— ^. 157 

In the court-yard oppofite the great hall of 
adoration of this temple are two cypreiTes, which 
are faid to have feen four centuries. One of them 
has all its leaves, and is at leaft a foot and a half 
in diameter; the top of the other announces, 
decay. In the ftreet fronting the fore-court ftand 
two very large triumphal arches of fuperior work- 
manfhip, ere£ted in honour of the great philo- 
fopher to whom the temple is dedicated. 

In the morning our road ceafed to he moun- 
tainous; and we afterwards paffed along plains 
interfered by a number of rivulets. The vil- 
lages and hamlets were become more numerous 
than on the preceding days. The road was alfo 
more frequented, both by men and carts which 
palTed us inceflantly. 

2d. This morning we fet off at four o'clock. t 

The Mandarin of the city fent me one of his 
old fedan chairs to ferve me during the reft of 
the journey, and till I mould have an oppor- 
tunity on my return of taking my own again, 
which was to be repaired in the mean time. 

We were conftantly in the raidft of ploughed 
fields, and paffed through feveral wretched vil- 
lages. 
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Jages, At nine o'clock we arrived at the fuburbs 
of Yen fcheou-fou, and flopped there to take fome 
tefrefhment. Being carried along the ramparts 
on the outride, I could Tee nothing of the interior 
of the city except a lofty tower. The ramparts 
themfclves were of considerable circuit, and kept 
in good repair. This place boafts of having 
given birth to the great Kong-fou-tju (ConfuciusJ, 
which makes me prefume that it contains a 
temple and other monuments ere£ted in honour 
of that celebrated man. 

At Iefs than half a league before our arrival at 
Ten-tcheou-fou we croffed a large river, over 
which is a very handfome ftone bridge, thirty- 
four feet wide, and kept in good repair. I had 
no opportunity of feeing or counting the arches* 

Proceeding on our journey at ten o'clock, we 
arrived before fun-fet at Ouen-cfiang-cheth in the 
fuburbs of which our lodgings were fituatetl. 

The diftance we travelled to-day was a hun- 
dred and forty //', through ploughed fields, in 
like manner as the preceding day, but without 
having feen any thing curious. The city of 
Oum-chang-ckeKy which contains a very lofty 
tower, is furrounded with handfome walls, almoffc 
4 new. 
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new. It appears a large place. Over one of 
its gates is a handfome edifice two ftories high* 
as is the cafe with almoft all the gates of Chinefe 

cities. 

Setting off at four in the morning, we' 
reached at nine the fuburbs of Tong-ping-tchemt^ 
where we Hopped for an hour, at a miferable 
public-houfe., to refrefli and change our bearers. 
We afterwards went through the city in a "right 
line from one gate to another, which includes 
the fpace of five it {half a league) ; but the ftreet 
is more like the common road of a village than 
part of a great city. The houfes, like thofe 
of poor, hamlets, are built of dry clay, and co* 
vered with roofs of ftraw or turf j many of them 
are, befides, in ruins, and confequently Hill worfe 
than the above defcription. Were it not, m. 
fliort, for its ramparts, there would be no con- 
ceiving why Tong-tfag-iclmu affumes the title of a 
city. 

After having left it at fome diffctnce behind 
us, we paffed a river which at this time was 
almoft dry. Over the bed of it, however, ftands 
a very ancient bridge of twenty-eight arches, 
and of a form altogether Gothic. Some parts 
of it are built of ftone and others .of brick $ but 

it 
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it is fo much damaged above that it no Iongejj 
affords a fafe paffage. 

We afterwards patted feveral mountains, and 
at four o'clock, in the afternoon came to the city 
of Tong-ngo-cheit) where we were again to change 
our Coulis, and where we were conducted to an 
fiandfome conquan* Upon the whole, however, 
this city would not be fuperior to its neighbour 
Tong-ihig-tcheQU, were it not for the good condi- 
tion of its ramparts and its gates, which appear 
to have been built but a very few years. 

After paffing through this city we met with 
no mountains, but travelled conftantly acrofs a> 
plain till half paft eight that we arrived at the 
town of Fong-chhg-ek, having gone one hundred 
and fixty It (fixteen leagues). 

This evening the' On fcha-tfu of the province 
came to pay a vifit to the Arabaffador and my* 
felfj to alk after our health, and to enquire if he 
could be of any ufe to us, having received orders 
from the court of Pe-king to do every thing to 
render our journey agreeable. We expreffed to 
him our gratitude for his k,ind attention, and af- 
f]ared him that we had no occafion to trouble him. 
After -this ihqrt coaverfation he went away. 

The 
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The narrative "of our journey may give feme 
idea of the punctuality with which the Em- 
peror's orders for our accommodation on the 
.journey were executed; but as the Mandarins" 
had not fufficient authority over the Coulk to 
enfure their obedience, it is eafy to fee to what 
clafs of people we owe the frequent inconve- 
niences we meet with on our road. 

4th. We'fetoff at a quarter paft three, and at 
half paft eight came to the fuburbs of Yin-ping' 
chen, where we changed our bearers. At ten 
o'clock we proceeded on our journey, and patted 
through that city, where every thing reminded 
us of the two laft, even to the very ramparts; 
$ie only thing that merited obfervatiorj 1 . 

At eleven o'clock a Mandarin of the blue 
tranfparent button came to meet us on horfe- 
back. His fole intention was to pay his refpe&s 
to us, and he returned as foon as he had fulfilled 
it. He had, no doubt, given orders at the mili- 
tary poft to falute the Ambaflador with three 
guns when he mould pafs; for it was the firft 
time that this compliment had been paid him 
fince we were travelling over land.. 



J o 



Half paft four we arrived at the city of Rao* 

tang-tckew, of which we faw only the outfide, 

Vol. I M but 
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but we remarked the ramparts, which were in 
good condition, and an oQagonal tower of twelve 
ftories, the higheft I had hitherto feen. Two 
triumphal arches were ere£ted, between which 
the garrifon was drawn up in two lines. We 
were carried through the ranks, and at each 
triumphal arch were faluted with three guns. 

We were conduced to a pretty good houfe in 
the northern fuburbs, whither the Mandarin 
who had paid his compliments to us on horfe- 
back, came to repeat his affurances of conn- 
deration, and to beg us to proceed forty U. 
Wiflijng to gratify hjm in this refpect. we fet off 
again, and at half paft nine came to the town of 
li-ou-ckan, having travelled at leaft one hundred 
and fixty It, 

All this road was through ploughed land, of 
which the foil, generally fpeaking, is more meagre 
than what we had lately feen, and confequently 
requires a greater quantity of manure. Cattle 
feemed fcarce in this part of the country j and 
I had already remarked, for 'fame days before, 
that a great many men and children go out with 
little bafkcrs and forks to collect the dung feat- 
tered upon the road. They then lay it by the 
fide of their houfes, in order to mix it with 

earthy 
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fcarth, and thus make a' compoft, with which 
they afterwards enrich then* fields* 

In feveral fpots of cultivated ground we per* 
ceived a number of cedars and groves of cy* 
prefs planted found 1 fepulchres. It appears the 
Chinefe, like the Greeks and Romans, confidef 
tiirs tree as faere'd to the dead, no doubt becaufe 
its perpetual verdure affords a fhade under which 
the" wandering manes may refide. 

The villages and hamlets that' we met with 
continued to make a poor appeaiance, prefent* 
ing no objects to the eye but miferable huts in a 
fbate of decay* Even the very pagodas, fituated 
Upon level groundj are in general in ruins, and 
in a great meafure abandoned. From all the 
observations we have been able to make on Se- 
veral cities, we are warranted to conclude that 
the greater part of them are nothing but large 
fpaces inclofed with walls, of which a very fmall 
portion is built upon. This wall gives them 
from without an importance which does not 
really belong to them, at' leaft according to Eu-* 
ropean ideas* 

In the whole province of Clan-iotlg the hotties* 
lire built of dried clay, confequently they cannot 
Ma be 
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be very folid, and muft neceffarily fuffer damage 
in time of rain. At the fame time"*, as this 
mode of conftru£tion is common to the cities as 
well as the conntiy places, it is by no means 
aftoniming that in the former fomuch rubbifh 
and fo many ruins mould be feen. 

It appears that carts and wheel-barrows are 
the only carriages known in this province, either 
for the conveyance of perfons or goods. If the. 
cart were notfo fmall and hung fo low upon the. 
wheels, which are not of more than four feet 
diameter, and which are of fingular form, it 
might be compared to the Heffian cart ; but the 
felloes of the wheel are at leaft fix inches deep, 
and, in the direction of a whole diameter, is a 
large piece of wood, more than fix inches fquare, 
crofling the axle, while two other pieces of 
wood, fhorter and thinner than that I have jufi 
fpoken of, crofs it in their turn at right angles, 
and are inferted at each end in the correfponding 
felloes. The axle, of which the end is fquare, 
is let into the firfl: of thefe three pieces, (o thai; 
the axle and wheels all turn together. This 
will be rendered niore intelligible by the en- 
graving. 

t Thefe 



EMBASSY TO CHINA IK 1794-^-5. 1% 

Thefe carts in general are drawn by five oxen, 
borfes, or mules ; and not unfrequently all thefe 
three kinds of cattle are feen harnefled to the 
fame carriage. The ftrongeft beaft is placed 
between the fhafts, and another is placed abreaft 
of him, while the remaining three go before, 
at the end of long poles. The driver direcls 
therh with his voice, without making ufe of a 
bridle. Sometimes, however, he enforces with 
the long whip the orders that are not readily at- 
tended to, or executed with fufficient promp- 
titude. 

For fome day's paft I have feen large flocks of 
fheep led into the fields to feed. They feemed 
very common in this part of the country. 

5th, We fet off at five o'clock, and in the 
courfe of the morning pafled through Nghen^ckett. 
This city bears evident marks of decay in every 
part except in the walls round it, which are 
new, and in a magnificent gate, over which is an 
edifice two ftories high, loaded with ornaments, 
and covered with yellow varniflied tiles. 

At two in the afternoon we came to the 

fuburbs of Te-tckeou, where we took a flight 

repaft and changed our Coulis. There is nothing 

M 3 curious 
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curious in the city except the tower. The 
streets are bad, the houfes plain and mean-, but 
the wall or rampart is here again in a good ftate 
of repair. 

On leaving Te-tcfaou, we paffed a great river, 
the banks of which were cronded with at leaft 
three hundred veffels, although there is but a 
ibaaH depth of water. Thefe veffels were almoft 
all loaded with rice, were deftined for Pe-king» 
and were lying here, as in a place of refuge, 
againft the breaking up of the ice, 

Towards the eyenjng we patted, out of the 
province we had been travelling through into 
that of Tdi-lh and a£ ejght o'clock reached our 
lodgings in the fuburbs of Kmg-tcheou, having 
traveled this day one hundred and fixty //. 

during the morning our road lay over uneven 
ground, but in the afternoon we came to a flat 
country. The foil feemed poor, and the villages 
gnd hamlets made a wretched appearance. 

6th. Wc fet off at four o'clock, and at half 
pan; eight reached the city of Fan-ching-chen, 
where we breakfafted, and were delayed till 
twrfye o'clock by the time loft in changing 

CouU'u 
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-£ou!is. In regard to this the condu£t of the 
Mandarin of the city was deemed fo extraordi- 
nary by our fecond condu&or, that he thought 
proper to pay him publicly with a few cuffs, 
which foreboded that he would Iofe his place 
into the bargain. We found it irflpoffible to 
arrive at Hlen-cken before eight o'clock in the 
evening. It was expe£ted that we fhould go on-, 
but the arrangements refpeSting Goulis having de- 
layed us, his Excellency preferred pafiing the 
night there. 

We travelled this day a hundred and ten H, 
(ten leagues) over a flat country. 

One of our conductors fent us this evening, in 
the name of the old Mandarin of Chan-tong, two 
red furred cloaks for the Ambaffador and me, 
and twenty-feven other pe/tfes for the reft of the 
gentlemen and perfons of our fuite. Every one 
of us heartily welcomed a prefent of the value 
of which we were made highly fenfible by the 
cold, which was become very feverc, efpeciaJly 
in the morning. 

Our lodgings and fupper wer« here equally 
bad. 

M 4 7 th. 
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7th. We fet off at three o'clock m the morn- 
ing by moon-light, which enabled us to fee that 
the city of Uien-elten was in very bad condition, 
and that in every part of it houfes of baked clay 
were lying in ruins upon the ground. 

At three quarters pall eight we reached Ho- 
kten-fou, where we were received in a public 
edifice, the grandeur of which infpired the mind 
with awe. Breakfaft and a change of Couk's were 
the occafion of this halt. Notwithstanding the 
beauty of this edifice, the town is rather a heap 
of ruins than an inhabited place ; and although 
it is clafled among the cities of the firft rank, not 
a quarter of the fpace it occupies is built upon, 

I was defirous of knowing the caufe of its 
being in this deferted ftate, and was told, that at 
the time of the great inundations which did to 
much damage in the province during the pre- 
ceding year, this town had been overflowed, and 
had fuffered exceedingly. 

At eleven o'clock we proceeded on our 
journey, and met with feveral pagodas entirely 
in ruins. Several rivers and ftreams interfered 
x>ur route till eleven o'clock, when we came to 

the 
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the town of Un*£Jion-jing, where we took new 
bearers to carry us fixty // further on. * 

It was eight o'clock before we fet off. We 
patted a lake of considerable extent, in the 
niidft of which the road paffes in a ftxaighi 
Hne, which takes an hour and a half's good 
walking. Id that fpace we paffed over nine 
•ftone bridges, and through a village built upon, 
an ifland feated in the midft of the lake. At 
half paft one in the morning we came to Hiong* 
chen, where, without getting any fupper, we 
took a little reft in a miferable fott, after a day** 
journey of a hundred and eighty H. Our gen- 
tlemen not finding a relay of horfes at the laft 
ftage, were obliged, in order to get on, to put up 
with common carts. Fortunately our journey 
draws towards an end, for. fuch fatigue would 
fbon become infupportable in fo fevcre a feafon, 

8th. We fet off at half paft four, and paffed 
through the city of Hiong-chen, which is of consi- 
derable magnitude, and makes a better appear- 
ancethanthofe that had preceded it. Ourroadlay 
through a country entirely flat, and at half paft 
eleven we arrivedat the city of ' Sinrckmg-chen,-w\wto. 
we were conducted to a moil wretched public- 
houfe. I refuted to enter it, in confequence of 

which 



Tjty VOYAGE Of THE DUt CH 

which we turned back, and were carried to a 
handfime public edifice at a little diftance, 
where his Excellency had already flopped; 
hecaufe, upon my expreffing- a repugnance to 
alight at the wretched place where I had arrived 
before the reft of the party, fomebody had gone 
to meet his Excellency, in order that he might 
be conduced to that afylum. 

We took there a difh of tea and forne fruit, 
and then, changing our bearers, fet off again at a 
quarter paft one, palling through the city, which 
was diftinguiflxed by nothing curious, and was not 
even deferving to be compared to a Dutch village. 

We continued our journey through a flat 
country of little fertility 5 and at three quarters 
paft fix came to the fuburbs of Tfi-ttheou, where 
we found an excellent Concjuan. As to fupper 
we were obliged to Content ourfelves with eggs 
and a little rice. The day's journey was a 
hundred and ten B. The other gentlemen, 
thanks to the carts, did not arrive till a little 
before eleven, complaining bitterly of their dif- 
agreeable vehicles. 

9th. At three o'clock in the morning we 
were again upon the road. We paffed through 

the 



EMBASSY TO CHIKA IN 1794 — jj. IJ% 

the city of Tfo-tcheou, which we judged to be 
very commercial from the great number of iliops 
it contained. About half way through it was a 
large building, Handing over an arched gateway, 
thirty-fix paces wide in the clear. This is, 
doubtlefs, the place where the commandant of 
the town takes his ftation in cafe of an attack, 
in order to extend his view over every quarter, 
arid to give his orders In confequence. After 
leaving the town we pafied over a handfome 
ftone bridge, about thirty feet wide, and nine 
hundred and fixty paces long. In the middle it 
Is arched for about two hundred yards, while 
the two ends or extremities have no perceptible 
rile. Not being able to fee the fide of the 
bridge while I was paffing over it, it was ira.- 
poffible for me to count the arches, and the fear 
of lofing time did not permit me to flop. 

In the afternoon we paned two other bridges* 
slfo of ftone, one two hundred, the other >a hun- 
dred yards long. 

The ground we went over was broken, and of 
a fterile appearance, while mountains clofed our 
profpect to the weftward. 

At 
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At half pafi: nine we came to Liang-kiang-chett, 
a very miferable city, through which we paffed 
after having flopped an hour at a wretched inn 
■while waiting for other bearers. Without the 
town is a tower of ilx ftories, the only thing 
worthy of remark. We afterwards paffed through 
Lo-ko-ki-mi, a place confiding of one very long 
flreet, full of mops, Ite numerous population 
announces a great traded Thence we proceeded 
to the little city Fee-ching-fe, a place of handfome 
appearance, becaufe its walls,- its houfes, and its 
gates are kept in good repair. 

Near this city is a bridge of hewn ftone of un- 
common beauty. Its length is two hundred and 
fixtecn paces, and at each end Sands an open 
pavilion, the roofs of which are of yellow var- 
niuied tiles. In the centre of thefe pavilions are 
ftones bearing infcriptions in honour of t'he ar- 
chitect of the bridge. The river, which is very 
wide at this place, was frozen to a great .depth. ' 

A little beyond the bridge is a large and noble 
fquare edifiqe, with a double roof, alfo covered 
■with yellow varnifhed tiles, and decorated with 
a great number of ornaments. It is a temple 
ere£ted by the Emperor to one of the gods by 
whom he thinks himfelif protected. We there 

met 
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met with whole troops of dromedaries, either 
going towards the capital or returning thence- 
I had already feen a few in the morning, but 
thefe laft were exceedingly numerous. Many 
of them were carrying charcoal, but their load 
was £0 fmall that I was perfectly aftoniihed 
at it. 

At fome diftance beyond Fee-ching-fs we paflel 
a great valley of fand, where our bearers found 
it very laborious walking. When at the end of 
it, we came to the paved road which continues 
to the gates of Pe-king, that is to fay, a diftance 
of fifteen It (a league and a half). At the begin- 
ning of the road ftands a noble triumphal arcli 
of ftone, with three jpaflages, magnificently de- 
corated with a variety of ornaments. A little 
on one fide of this gate, and at the fifth It from 
the beginning of the road, are two uniform pa- 
vilions/ of a fquare form, double roofed, with 
yellow varniflied tiles, and ornamented in parts 
with fculpture well executed and entirely gilt, 
The light of the fun ftriking upon the roofs 
produced a fplendid effe6r, and refle£led the 
mo ft brilliant rays from the buildings^ They 
are preferved with the greateft care. 

I eftimate 
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I cftirnate the width of the pavement at thirty 
feet. It is compofed of maffes of a heavy and ; 
hard ftone, twelve feet long by fourteen inches 
broad, and aB much thick. This road is well 
contrived for the continual paflage of carts car- 
rying heavy loads, and but for its extraordinary 
folidity" would have been ruined long ago. 

It is fcarcely poffible to imagine the immenfe 
number of dromedaries, borfes, carts, and mule» 
we met upon the road, or the furprifing fenfatiort 
the whole view excited in our minds. It an- 
nounced in the moft ftriking manner the vicinage 
of the Imperial rendence. 

At three o'clock, being at no great diftance 
from the city, we were taken into a pagoda* 
to wait for the return of our conductors, who 
had gone on the evening before to inform the 
Prime Minifter of our approach. Our conduc- 
tors not returning after the Iapfe of an hour, we 
were again feated in our palanquins hi order to 
proceed. We obferved on the road fide, at a 
fmall diftancefrom the gate, an octagonal tower, 
divided into two portions, the lower of which 
eonfifted of only one ftory, while the upper ona 
was of thirteen, a mode of conflrudtion alto- 
gether novel to me. 

At 
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At half paft four we came to- the gate of the 
fuburbs of Pe~ktng- On entering them I was 
furprized to find that the ftreet was without 
any pavement, while there was fo fine a one In 
the highway without. This ftreet, which runs 
in a ftraight line, is more than a hundred feet 
wide. 

The houfes, which ftand on both fides, are 

equally destitute of regularity in form and po- 

fition j and the very fmall number of handfome 

*tfhops to be met with frequently ftand next to 

miferable hovels. 

After having proceeded along this ftreet for 
about three quarters of an hour in an eaftern di- 
rection, and having followed another that turned 
off to the north for about ten minutes, we ar- 
rived at the gate of the city of Ckm-ting-foui or 
Pe-king, fometimes called alfo Kbig-tching. The 
fuburbs are called Agduy-lau-t eking. 

The gate of Pe-king, like that of its fuburbs, is 
guarded externally by a baftion of ferni-circular 
form, the pafiage through which is defended by 
four very ftrong gates, thickly plated with iron, 
and occurring in the fpace of twenty-four yards, 
that being the thicknefs of the baftion* 

' 4 The 
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The entrance of the city itfelf, through the 
ramparts, is, on the contrary, only protected by a 
fingle door plated with iron, though the length' 
of the paffage is no lefs than thirty paces. Above 
the ramparts, at the place where they overlook 
the entrance, of the city, is an edifice of the -form 
ef an oblong fquare, of three ftories, and, ac- 
cording to my eftimate, of at leafl: fixty > feet in 
breadth. Each ftory has twelve fmall embra.- 
fures for cannon. 

We had not proceeded far through this gate 
when the Coulis fet us down in the ftreet, no 
doubt to wait for orders as to the place whither 
we were to be conveyed : this at leaft I thought 
I perceived to be the cafe. In effett fucb. 
orders came a few minutes afterwards, directing 
us to be taken back to the fuburbs, which was 
accordingly done. As foon as we got out of the 
town the gates were. Ihut upon us, as is con- 
stantly the cuftora at fun- fet. 

We were carried a Httle way beyond the 

gates of. the city to a Conquan or pubhc-houfe 
generally frequented by carmen, fome of whofe 
horfes we perceived already in the ftables. In- 
dignant at treatment fo little conformable to 
the chara£ter of an AmbafTador, and finding 

his 
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hU Excellency irnpreffed with the fame fenti- 
ment, I infilled on being carried to better lodg- 
ings, but was told in anfwer that no better were 
to be had. 

Shortly after two of the Mandarins, our con- 
ductors, came to tell us that they had announced 
our arrival to the Prime Minifter ; that lodgings 
were prepared for us in the city, but that we 
could not occupy them till the next day, becaufe 
the gates were fhut. 

They made us many apologies for the badnefs 
of our inn, affuring us that it was impoflible to 
find another in all the fuburbs, and adducing, as 
a proof of their afTertions, the neceffity they were 
under of taking refuge there themfelves. We 
were confequently obliged to fubmit 

The Mandarins ordered fome viands to be 
brought us cooked in the Chinefe way, but we 
contented ourfelves with a "little fruit j and, 
after a day's journey of more than a hundred 
and twenty It (twelve leagues), found ourfelves 
obliged to fieep in our clothes upon the floor, 
Our other gentlemen were not more fortunate in. 
their way of paffing the night. 

Vot. I.- N Thus, 
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Thus, op our arrival at th# celebrated refW 
dence of the Emperor, were we lodged m a kindr 
of ftable! Who could baye e^pefted fucb, art- 
adventure ! No where, in the whole .courfe of 
our journey by land, did we experience fo many 
inconveniences as in the province of Tcke-S, 

10th- Early in the morning all the perfons 
attached to the EmbafTy, -who alfo put up laffc 
night at a ftable, to fay nothing of the two pre* 
ceding ones, which they paffed in carts, came to 
join us. As foon as the gates were open our 
conductors went again into town, and returned 
at nine o'clock, bringing with them carts for his 
Excellency and me. They begged us to get in that 
we might be conveyed to our proper lodgings, 
whither the reft of the perfons of the Embaffy 
would repair in the carts in which they had tra* 
veiled. We accordingly feated ourfelves in our 
new vehicles. 

They are only intended to carry a fingle 
perfon. The outfide is neat and covered with 
cloth, and in the fides are little windowsj by 
means of which the perfon within can fee every 
thing while fitting on a cufhion laid in tha 
bottom of the carriage, according to the Chinefc 
cuitom. 

Thus 
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- Thus feated we were carried through the 
city, followed ' by the whole diplomatic . train. 
The ftreefc, which is as wide as that of the 
fuburbs, is paved in the middle for the width of 1 
about thirty feet. The houfes are only one or 
at moft two ftories high, agreeably to the ufage 
in China, and like thofe of the fuburb are not 
built in a regular line, which hurts the eye ex- 
ceedingly j but this alfo is a Chinefe prejudice. ■ 

In general* however, the houfes in the city 
have a refpe&ability of appearance of which 
thofe in the fuburbs cannot boaft, and there are 
even ihops of which the fronts are decorated 
with carvings or fculpture in wood or ftone, 
and gilt or vamiflied from top to bottom. 
The ftreet, even in the parts .that were not 
paved, was covered with tents, under which 
the fhopkeepers difplayed all that the loom can 
produce, as well as provifions and goods of every 
other kind, which gave it, to us, exa&Iy the ap- 
pearance of a fair j and the great concourfe of 
people, affembled in European towns on fuch 
joccafions, is an additional trait of refemblance. 
This fpe&acle, the noife of carriages, horfes, 
mules, and dromedaries ; the aflemblage of fp 
many men and animals > the appearance of new 
ilreffes, manners* and faces j every thing, ia 
N z fhort, 
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fhorf, put in its claim upon my curiofity, and * 
captivated my attention. 

After driving for a quarter of an' hour wfth coil' 

fiderable rapidity, we p'afled a noble ftone bridge 

-of five arches, built over a fpot where the water 

■was frozen. 'From this bridge we had a fine. 

view of part of the edifices compofmg the Iiri- 

perial palace, which was at no great ditfance', 

and through which the water under .the bridge 

takes its courfe. A few minutes after quitting 

this bridge, at each end of which is a large and 

handfome triumphal arch, built of wood, with 

'three gateways, our little carts flopped in a 

^narrow ftrect, where our lodgings were fituated. 

•We were immediately goingto alight, bat were 

reqtrefted to wait in our carriages becaufe the 

houfe was in'confiifion, there not having been time 

'to put it in order. We were ftrangely aftoniflied 

'at this proportion, and were again obliged tQ 

recur to our great remedy— patience. 

1 ''-"After waiting an hour we were requefted to 
' 'alight and walk into the houfe. We found it 
paffable, and pretty well laid out, hut in the 
Chlnefe way, that is to fay, all divided into little 
apartments, and, befides, badly fwept, and co- 
vered with duft. As foon as each of us knew 

what 
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what apartment he was to occupy the fervants 
were employed in making them- more decent, 
and in cleaning the floors and benches. We- 
had mats laid over the former, which were of 
ftone, but in the mean time we fuffered much 
from the feverity of the cold, and although we- 
expretTed our fenfibility in that refpe&, it was an 
age before we could, obtain a little fire, or 
procure the other things that we were mod in 
want of. Nothing was to be found without a 
great deal of trouble, and upon our expreffing 
our aftoniflitnent at this want of preparation, 
the apology was that we were not expe&ed 
before New Year's Day, , Such was the confe- 
quences of a letter difpatched by our firft con- 
ductor to the Voo-tclumg-tang, ten or twelve days 
ago, in which he told him, that being overtaken 
by bad weather, it was probable our journey to 
Te-Mng could not be brought to a termination by 
the appointed time. The arrangement of our 
lodgings had therefore "been deferred. It feems, 
however, that as we were expected, it would 
have been more prudent and more decent at the 
fame time not to have put it off till the Iaft 
moment. On the other hand it muft be con- 
feffed that two hours fuffice to arrange every 
ishing in a Chinefe houfe, and they had no idea 
of preparing it for us in the European fafhlon. 

N 3 Not- 
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JsTotwithftanding all we fuffered from the cold, 
we were obliged with our own hands to put every 
thing in order that we wifhed to be fo. 

One thing remarkably fortunate is our all 
arriving at Pe-kfag in good health. A ftrong 
argument may be thence., drawn in favout 
of our conftitutions, fince they refifted fuch. 
fevere and fuch long continued fatigue. 
Our five gentlemen, and M. Petit-Pierre, the 
mechanift, travelled from a hundred and twenty 
to a hundred and eighty // (from twelve to eigh- 
teen leagues) a day for eighteen days fucceffively 
on horfes, whofe frequent falls kept them in con- 
tinual fear of breaking an arm or a leg. There 
being afterwards a want of horfes, they were 
obliged to travel in carts, too ihort for them to 
lie down, and too narrow to hold two perfons, 
though two were often obliged to get into them, 
becaufe the number of individuals exceeded that 
of the carts, of which the only covejing confifted 
of a mat of bamboo. Add to this an encreafing 
intenfity of cold, both becaufe we were going 
northward, and becaufe the winter feafon ad- 
vanced ; and forae judgment may be formed of 
the cruel hardship of fetting off at fo early aq 
hour of the morning, efpecially at the end of 
our journey, which was hurried on more than 

tho 
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tTie preceding part. One week more, and we 
fttould probably have been the victims of fick* 
rtefs, or at leaft of considerable mdifpofition ; for 
every one of us already difcovered fymptoms of 
an impaired ftate of health, though none of u? 
were politively ill. The want of reft, the change' 
of aliments, and the privation of thofe which 
long habit had rendered neceffary to us, had 
diminifhed the corpulence of the whole party. 
To give a better idea of this, I can truly fay that 
the circumference of my body was diminifhed at 
leaft five inches. 

Thanks to bim who watches over every thing; 
not one of thofe is miffing at the ultimate period 
of our deftination who fet off with the hope of 
reaching it. 

My obfervation applies alfo to our Chinefe 
fervants, for they are ftill more fenfible of cold 
than Europeans ; and as their ears are particu- 
larly fubjecr. to be froft bitten, thefe inhabitants 
of the fouth have wifely imitated the example of 
their northern countrymen, by covering them 
with caps lined with fur. They took this pre- 
caution from our firft entrance into the province 
of Chan-tong, and by thefe means preferved the 
organ of hearing from all accident. 

7$ 4 As 
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As it was prefumed that we mould have no- 
dinner cooked, a great number of dimes were 
brought from the Imperial kitchen, which al- 
layed our hunger while our little arrangements 
were making, and victuals were providing. As 
a fpecimen of the latter, the viands that were to 
compofe our fupper were furnifhed us immedi- 
ately after. 

Chairs, tables, and a kind of brafiers to warm 
our apartments, according to the cuftom of the 
country, were alfo brought us. By means of 
thefe fuccours, we were enabled to wait with- 
out impatience for the hour of repofe. 

In the afternoon we received the individual 
congratulation of feveral Mandarins upon our 
arrival, and our iirft conductor came to acquaint 
us, on the part of the Prime Minifter, that his 
Imperial Majefty would on the 12th receive his 
Excellency and me, as well as all the perfons of 
the fuite, and that we rauft all keep ourfelves in 
readinefs agamft that day. 

At an early hour we took a light fupper, and 
then retired to reft, in order to overcome our 
fatigue by a found and grateful fleep, an enjoy- 
ment we had been deprived of everfince we had 

X ceafed 
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ceafed to travel by water, and confecjuently for 
a whole month. 

1 ith. His Majefty fent a fine fturgeon by tw» 
principal Mandarins as a prefent to the Ambaf- 
fador. It was at leaft twelve feet long, weighed 
two hundred pounds, and was -entirely frozen. 
It was a mark of diftinguifhed favour, that fiCh 
being referved for the Emperor, and fuch of his 
favourites as eat if receiving it from him. Great 
care was taken to relate to us all thefe particu- 
lars, and to add, that his Majefty treated us 
more favourably than the EngHfli who came lafl: 
year to Pe-Mng, fmce fo fignal an honour was 
never conferred upon them. According to th* 
cuftom of the country, his Excellency and I per- 
formed the falute of honour to the Emperor, by 
way of expreffing our gratitude both for his aU 
tention and his magnificent prefent. 

In the morning, feveral other principal Man- 
*darins came to remind us again that it was the 
Emperor's defire to fee qs the next day, and to 
tell us to repair in confequence to the palace at 
five o'clock in the morning. As the greater 
part of our baggage was not arrived, and none 
*f our gentlemen had with them proper clothes 

to 
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to appear in, we informed the Mandarins of 
thefe circumftances, and requefted that, in con- 
sideration of the prefent deplorable ftate of their 
wardrobe, they might be excufed from attend- 
ing us to court. This reafon, however plaufible," 
had no effect. The Mandarins made anfwer, 
that his Imperial Majefty was well acquainted 
with our fituation ; that he did not" want to fee our 
clothes, but our perfons, in order to be fully con- 
vinced that we enjoyed perfect health after fa 
fatiguing a journey, and that he required us all to 
appear at court. Seeing no means of eluding 
this requeft, we at laft promlfed that we would 
all fhew ourfelves, and with this aflurance the 
Mandarins retired well fatisfied. 

Afterwards came other Mandarins in the name 
of the Voo-tchang-tang, or Prime Minifter, to aik 
for a French translation of the letter written by 
the Coramiffarics General of Batavia to the 
Emperor. I made one, as well as of the lift' of 
prefents, and both were given to our firft con- 
ductor, in order to their being delivered to the 
Prime Minifter. Probably it was intended to 
have this tranflation tranfhted into Chinefe by the 
French Miffionaries at Pe-kitig, in order to com- 
pare it with that which the merchants of Canton, 

made 
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made after my EngKfh verfion, and which was 
annexed to the duplicate fent from Batavia, and 
forwarded by the Tfong-!ou. 

From all thefe fa£ts an inference may be drawn 
of the fear entertained by the depofitaries of the 
public authority in regard to the real contents 
of the letter, and at the fame time this fear is 
a proof of their conviction that reafons of com- 
plaint exift, Cnce they arc fomuch in dread of a 
complaint being made. 

We lived again very abftemioufly this day; 
for little or nothing was to be got. Our provi- 
iions were brought fo late, that we did not dine 
till the afternoon was far advanced. We found 
befides that our repaft in the capital was full as 
bad as upon the road. Every moment we have 
frc(h caufe of aftonifhment, and new reafoDS to 
perceive how very erroneous were the opinion* 
we had formed of the Chinefe nation. 

This morning at five o'clock we repaired in 
carts, and efcorted by feveral Mandarins, to the 
palace, which I was furprifed to find at only a 
few minutes walk; from our hotel. We were 
defired to alight in the fquare in front of the 
weft gate. . As it was exceedingly cold, we were 

not 
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not kept waiting in the open air according to 
the ufual etiquette, but were conduced to a 
fmall apartment, which had been previoufly 
■warmed, and with the mean appearance of 
which we were much ftruck. At a quarter pall 
fix we were carried back to the fquare to wait 
for the arrival of the Emperor, to whom, while 
on his way, we were to prefent the addrefs fent 
from Batavia by the CommuTaries General of 
the Dutch Company. This part of the cere- 
monial was alfo a fubje&t of furprize, becaufe we 
«xpe£led to deliver the letter In one of the rooms 
of the palace. 

At leaft twenty times were we made to change* 
our place and fituation, being conftantly fur* 
rounded by an infinite number of fpeftators. In. 
the midft of thefe were alfo the numerous Am- 
baffadors of feveral nations bordering upon the 
Empire ; that is to fay, of Corea, of Thibet, and 
of the Mogul and Manckoo Tartars, who crouded 
round us with a curiofity as great as that of the 
Cbinefe. In the prefs was a confiderable num- 
ber of Mandarins, diftinguiflied by their particu- 
lar dreffes and different mfignia. I confefs X was 
much ftruck, both with the concourfe of curious 
fpe6tators, and with the confufion that prevailed 
among them to fuch a degree, that any one 

might 



EMBASSY TO CHINA ITS 1 794 — ]J. l8$ 

might have imagined himfelf ia the midft of a 
lavage nation, that had never entertained the leaft 
idea of civilization. It was then" that I reco Hefted 
the boafted tribunal of the Lipu, or of rites 
and ufages, and that I afked myfelf, upon feeing 
no figns of order, but a real chaos, on what occa- 
sion it was that it exercifed its pun£tiIious and 
rigid influence ? — A fine fnbjecl for reflection, if 
we had not been freezing, while gazing on the 
fcene. 

A man muff: have been witnefs to fuch an oc- 
currence in order to form the leaft idea of it ; 
but from my perfonal experience, I could never 
have believed that things could have been in 
fiich a ftate of difturbance at the court of the 
Chinefe Monarch, 

At length, after another half hour's expecta- 
tion, the Emperor came from out of the weft gate 
of the palace, feated in a yellow palanquin lined 
with filk, and carried by eight bearers only. 

When his Majefty approached, we were or- 
dered to kneel down, the Ambafiador holding up 
with both hands the gilt box in which was the 
addrefs for the Monarch. When he had advanced 
as far as us, the Emperor made his bearers flop,- 

and 
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and the Fohlh-tayen, or Second Minifter, who 
was walking by the fide of the palanquin, came 
and took the box from the hands of his Excel- 
lency, and carried it to* the Emperor. On this 
we all performed the fahite of honour, by bow- 
ing the head three times to the ground three 
times over. 

The falute being finifhed, his Majefty ad* 
drefTed brmfelf to the Ambaffador, enquired after 
Ms health, and that of all the perfons of his 
fuite, afked the age of our Prince, that of the 
Ambaffador, and, laftly, whether we did not fiiffer 
from the cold, probably becaufe he was furprifed 
at not feeing us in furred clothes. The Ambaffa- 
dor's anfwers being conveyed to him through the 
medium of the Interpreter, the bearers proceeded, 
and we made a fingle inclination of the head, 
after which we arofe. 

The Emperor was carried ftraight forward 
to the weftward, into a garden belonging 
to his palace, where there is a very large 
pond, and whither we were conduced on foot, 
fo the midfl: of the croud, and with fuch ra- 
pidity, that it was the next thing to running,- 
Each of us was taken under the arm by a Man* 
4«rifi> and dragged along in a manner wbjGhy 

in 
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\n our country, would be confidered as charac- 
•teriftic of the greateft- incivility and rudenefs, 
though here it could only be regarded as a teftt- 
mony of zeal and attention. 

*. When his Imperial Majefty came to the edge- 
of the pond, he got out of hi3 chair or palanquin, 
Sfid feated himfelf in an armed chair placed 
upon a fled. This fled, trimmed with a yellow 
fluff, and loaded with ornaments, particularly 
with gilt dragons on its fides, paffed over the 
ice to the other fide of the pond, whence his 
Majefty and. his two Mmifters repaired into a 
faloon to breakfaft, and expedite certain affairs 
offtate. 

We alfo were taken to an apartment, where 
his Majefty had ordered breakfaft to be pre- 
pared for us, It was fo wretched a place, thafc 
if a iimilar one had been propofed to us during 
. our journey, we ftiould fcarcely have deigned to 
accept it. We were then defired to fit down 
upon cufliions on the floor, by the fide of little 
tables, like the Chinefe j but this being evi- 
dently inconvenient to us from want of habit, we 
were conducted to a pavilion of bandfome ap- 
^earance^ fituated in a walled gardeo. There 
yrc were put into a, little, room, hardly better 
4 than 
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than that we had left ; but at any fate it con- 
tained benches and old tables* on which we fet 
our breakfaft. 

The paper panes in the windows inftead of 
'gtafs intercepting the light, candles were brought" 
in. The candlefticks we're clumfy wooden one?, 
and the reft of the furniture was fuch as exa£Wy 
to remind us of a guard-houfe in our owst 
country. 

On looting around lis, we were ftruck with, 
the greateft aftoniihment, of which- we only got 
the better to refle£t r that being received in fuch- 
apartments in the Imperial palace* we had had 
little reafon to complain of the bad. lodgings to 
which we had fometimes been taken'on the road. 
We concluded alfo, upon" making the fame 
comparifon, that the hotel in which we were 
lodged at Pe-king was a magnificent place of 
abode. This picture will perhaps accord ill with 
the brilliant accounts that the Miffionaries have 
fent to Europe of this capital, and of the palace 
of the Emperor; but I paint what I fee, and 
.what ([ repeat it again) I fo little expected to 
fee, that nothing but by own eyes could have 
convinced me of its reality. 

After 
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After breakfaft, during which lots Majefty 
twice fent us delicacies from his own table, a 
proof of our being very high in his good graces, 
we were carried back again over the ice, on 
which we found a great number of people 
ikatingi Their Ikates only differ from thofe of 
Europe in this> that inftead of terminating before . 
in a curve, they have at their extremity a piece 
of iron ftanding up at a right angle* 

As the Chinefe had heard that our gentlemen 
knew how to ikate, feveral Mandarins of confe- 
quence infifted upon one of our fervants- going 
to fetch their ikates. When they were brought, 
Meffrs. Van Braam and Dozy got upon the ice, 
and gave the Mandarins, and afterwards the 
Emperor himfelf, a fpecimen of the European 
mode of fkating. They were much admired, 
and attracted a great concourfe of fpectators-. 

After we had remained half an hour upon the 
ice, his Majefty came and feated himfelf upon 
the fled, which again crofled the pond. I per- 
ceived that he gave orders for our being placed 
near him, that we might have a better view 
of the performances of the ikaters. At the fam* 
inftant a whole troop of thefe came from a con- 
Voi. I. O fiderable 
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fiderable diftance, running dire&Iy towards the 
Emperor; and, as if they had not the art of 
flopping themfelves with their heels, as Euro- 
peans do when going at full fpeed, thefe Chi- 
nefe, unable to check their rapidity, let fhem- 
felves fall upon the ice as foon as they came 
clofe up to the fled, in order that they might not 
run over the Emperor, When the race of the 
firft body of fkaters was over, the fled was drawn 
to another place, where a gate made of bamboo 
had been erefted, having a leathern ballfufpended 
in the centre. Here again care was taken to place 
us clofe to the Emperor, that we might fee every 
thing without obftacle, his Majefty turning his 
head round repeatedly to look at as, 

Prefently we faw foldiers approach, two by 
two, who fkated over the ice with bows and 
arrows in their hands, and fibot, one at the 
leathern ball, and the other at a kind of hat, of 
leather alfo, laid upon the ice at a little diftance 
from the gate. They were followed by a com- 
pany of little boys, armed likewife with bows 
and arrows, of which they made the fame ufe as 
the foldiers. This exercife was performed with 
great order,' and almoft all were dexterous 
enough to hit the mark, though they moved with 

great. 



EMBASSY TO CHINA IN I794 — 5. 1 95 

great rapidity, and put themfelves into all the 
elegant attitudes of European archers. -The 
children (hewed particular dexterity. 

While this diversion' was going on, I had an 
opportunity of obferving that the pond we were 
landing on is a continuation of the water over 
which the noble bridge is built that we paffed 
the day before yefterday. It' was in fight of us, 
as well as feveral other diftinft edifices, that are 
dependencies of the palace. In the midft of the 
pond is a fmall rocky ifland, with a handiome 
hexagonal pavilion upon it, whither the Em- 
peror fometimes goes, during the fummer, to 
amufe hirnfelf with fUhing. 

Thefe Angular exercifes being at an did, his 
Majefty returned to the palace, through which 
we paffed with the croud, in order to go and 
pay our refpe£ts to the Voo-tchong-tang, who, as 
President of the Tribunal of Adrainiftrarion, has, 
within the walls of the palace, and in the edifice 
fet apart for the courts of juftice, a variety of 
apartments, in which he gives audience, accord- 
ing to the rank of the perfons introduced, while 
for his family and houfehold he has a private 
hotel, fituated without the precin&s of the Im- 
perial abode. 

O 2 We 
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We were introduced to this Mandarin, 

by whom we were very kindly received. 
He enquired ?fter the health of each of us. 
afked if our laborious journey had not fatigued 
us, and if we did not feel cold without furred 
clothes. 

After our anfwers had been conveyed to him 
through the medium of M. Agie, we took our 
leave, and were conducted back to our hotel* 
where we arrived at ten o'clock. The Imperial 
palace, which contains within its inner walla 
the buildings appropriated to the Six Tribunals 
of the Empire ; namely, 1, that of the Ly-jtou, or 
Adminiftration of the Regency of State -, 2. that 
of the Hou-fiou, or Treafury j 3. that of the Li-Jiou^ 
pr of Rites and Ceremonies ; 4. that of the Ping' 
Jiou, or Military Council ; %. that of the Bong-fioUy 
or of Juftice ; and, Iaftly, that of the Cong-pu, 
or of General Police , is in itfelf a fort of little 
city, furrounded with a very lofty wall, through 
which there are a variety of gates. 

In the interior of the palace there are hundreds 
of edifices, which make a magnificent appear- 
ance on the outfide, and which are ornamented 
with pieces of fculpture. Thefe buildings are 
befide richly gilt, and farther embelliihed by a 

red 
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red or green, varnifh of the Japan kind. The 

roofs are covered with yellow tiles. 

Through the palace runs a winding canal, 
which is vifible in fotne places, while in 
others it difappears- under the buildings. The 
paffages and the fquares are all neatly paved 
with hewn ftone. We perceived at a diftance 
other edifices, in no refpe£t inferior to thefe 'as to 
external beauty $ but we alfo faw, in palling 
along feveral places, and between great maffes 
of building, the rood miferable hovels and heaps 
of dirt, which were ill concealed by walls. The 
apartments in which we were received by the firft 
Minifter were far from anfwering to the import- 
ance of fo great a man. The rooms are fo final], 
that there is not a common tradefman's houfe in 
Holland which does not contain handfomer and 
more fpacious apartments $ and they were fo full 
of people of all ranks, that it was not without 
difficulty that we made our way through them. 
Nor was any great decorum prefcrved ; mafiers 
and fervants were (landing promifcuoufly ; and 
the latter, that they might the better gratify 
their curiofity by a fight of us, pufhed afide the 
Mandarins without ceremony, and placed them- 
felves before them. Every thing we faw ap- 
peared to us inconceivable, and would no doubt 

O 3 have 
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have feemed fo to any one who could have been 
witnefs of this afiemblage. 

The gate of the palace through which we 
entered is itfelf a large building with three pa£ 
fageSj the middle one being the wideft and moft 
lofty. Each paffage has a wooden door ftrength- 
ened by plates of iron, with yellow brafs knobs, 
upon them, placed at about fourteen inches 
from one another, and difpofed in the fame order 
as the fquares of a chefs-board. Thefe doors, 
and in general thofe of all the Imperial buildings, 
are painted red, and in all of them the middle 
paffage is referred for the Emperor alone, while 
thofe on the fides are for the Mandarins and prii 
vate individuals. The length of the paffage 
under the gate-way is forty-two pf my paces, and 
is very handfomcly arched over head. Upon 
the rampart over the gate is a building in the 
form of an oblong fquare, two ftories high, and 
refernnling in its conftm£Hon, roof, and orna- 
ments, thofe of the interior of the palace. 

On coming out of this paffage, we fqund our- 
felves in a vaft fquflre, paved and furrounded by 
buildings creeled without the leaft regard to 
order or regularity. Each of thefe buildings, 
fpme of which are dependencies of the chief 

tribunals, 
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tribunals, is furrounded with its own wall. Two 
only on the left hand of the entrance have their 
fagades and windows looking immediately into 
the fquare. The walls enclofing thefe different 
buildings form right lines in the interior of the 
palace, each running in the direction of one of 
the four cardinal points of the tompafs. 

Hare I mtrft beg leave to add, in regard to 
the exercife of the fkates, of which we were 
this day fpe£tators, that -it takes place annually, 
in prefence of the Emperor. 

It appears alfo that it is the only day on which 
ikates are ufed $ for neither before nor after did I 
ever fee a fingle fkater in China, although I have 
often feen fleds at the different times I have been 
upon the ice, 

This afternoon the two pieces of mechanifm 
intended for the Emperor were brought to us, 
that we might fee if nothing about them was 
deranged. We found the upper part very 
much damaged, which did not aftonifh us, 
fince once on the road, and in the prefence 
of our Gentlemen, the Coulu let them fall 
upon the frozen ground. As no Mandarin's 
fervant has taken the lead care of them, 

O 4 we 
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we have reafon to fear left all the re$ mo»Jd b4 
in the fame ftate. 

- Although we were liable 'to no reproach' itt 
tills refpedt, the whole having been put into the 
fetods of the Mandarins at Canton in the -belt 
order poflible, arid packed up in their -preferice> 
it was not the lefs mortifying that fuch diftin- 
guilhed prefeDtsj'-cornpofed pf'-themoft finilfced 
pieces of worbmanfliip ' (as -their - description^ -M 
the iupple'mept -and 'the drawings will ihew*jf, 
fhould be no longer in a prefentab-le ftate"; '' It-'is 
true our mechanift declared that he was able to 
repair them ; but we were iii doubt if our ftay 
would be- fufficiently long for him to have'^ime 
to finifh the job. We therefore- refclved to' be 
guided by-circumftances. - 

13th. At four o'clock in the morning the 
Lingua came to wake the Ambaffador and me, 
■in order that we might repair to the palace, -the 
Emperor having given orders that we mould-fee 
conduced to the houfes of the Second Minifter 
and the other grandees of the palace. Wegot ready 
accordingly, and fet off for court at half paft fix. 
We were taken into a private room, to wait till the 
Jfok-Bb'tayen* or Second Minifter, fliould make 
Jiis appearance in the audience chamber. An 

hour 
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hour and an half after we were introduced.}' We' 
faluted him with a genuflexion, as we had done 
yefterday at the Prime Minified. He received 
us in a gracious manner, although there was 
fomething haughty in his demeanour. Like the 
Emperor and the Vao-tchong-tang, he fpoke to us 
of our health, of the journey, and of our fuffer- 
ings from the cold. M. Agie conveyed to him 
our anfwers, after which we took our leave. 

- Thence we went to the houfe of the 'Y-tay-en, 
*whoin we found exceedingly affable, and whofe 
flair indicated a very advanced time of life. He 
had; formerly been Mou^ou at Canton. We were 
'tiext to have been conducted to a brother of the 
femperor, but as fome engagement' prevented his 
receiving usyih&ifent us a meiTage expreffive of 
his regret, after which we were conducted back 
to Our lodgings, 

Thefe vifits carried us through a great part of 
the palace, and gave us an opportunity of ro- 
marking how little the interior of the buildings 
correfponds with the outfide. The little apart- 
ment in which we firft waited was fo plain, and 
fo deftitute of ornament, that we could hardly 
perfuade onrfelves that we were in the Imperial 
palace. In going through fome narrow paffages, 

we 
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we observed edifices in bad condition,, and much 
more calculated to indicate the abode of poverty 
than that of a great monarch. There was no 
end. to my aftonimment„ 

We were treated every -where, and upon all 
cccafions, with politenefs and attention. His 
Majefty even fent two Mandarins this morning to 
enquire in his name after the health of the Am- 
fcaflador and that of all the perfons 'of the Em- 
bafiy. I heard every moment that the old Mo- 
narch was very well fatisfied with us, as we.H' as 
the Prime Minifter, and that as to myfelf in parr 
ticular, I had the good fortune to exhibit a phy- 
siognomy and a demeanour which captivated their 
good will, I was told befides, that we flood 
very much above the Englilh in the opinion of 
the Sovereign and the VQQ'tckong~tang ; ' and 
all thefe particulars were acQompapied with 
further compliments. I trull: the reader will 
excufe thofe which I have juft related, and which 
my veracity forbade me to facrifice to a falfe 
ienfe of fhame, becaufe I am in reality no more 
here than the Biftorjan of the EmbavTy. 

The perfons from whom we received thefe 
pleafing reports gave us reafon to hope for 
ftill more diftinguilhed marks of favour, and. 

affured ( 
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allured us that we (hould have an opportunity of 
feeing things that no foreigner as yet had ever 
beheld. Our defjre to enlighten Europe by our 
observations on what is moft remarkable in 
China made this information highly agreeable* 

While we were out upon our vifits this morn- 
ing I met at the Imperial palace one of the 
Portuguefe Miffionaries, an old man with a long 
grey heard. I had hardly time to falute him, 
becaufe in hade to go to the audience of th<J 
Minifter ; and I was very forry for it. Our meet- 
ing was fo unexpected, that I did not even 
think of adding where I could fee him again, a 
thing which I am fearful the Chinefe will en- 
deavour to prevent. 

A little after twelve o'clock one of the princi- 
pal eunuchs of the court, of the rank of a great 
Mandarin, came to enquire in the name of the 
Prime Minifter after the health of the Ambaffador 
and me. As our dinner was juft putting on the 
table, he exprefled a defire to fee us eat, and was 
invited by. us to fatisfy his curiofity. Nothing 
efcaped his obfervation r Having feen his Ex- 
cellency drink half a fmall glafs of brandy to 
fnpply the want of our wine, which was not yet 
arrived, he alfo tafted it, and afked for one of 

our 
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our plates of Englifli manufacture^ a little brandy, 
and a couple of bifcuits, which he wiftied to 
prefect to the Voo-tchong-tang. He returned us 
his thanks, and, at the expence of the Engltib., 
beftowed great praife upon our politenefs, and 
upon the order obfervable in every thing about 
us. He then took leave, exceedingly well pleafed 
with the attentions we had fhewn him. 

The Mandarins who came with us were ftill 
extremely difconcerted about the two pieces of 
Mechanifm. It was evident that they were 
deftrous of colouring over their negligence, and 
of throwing the blame upon the mechanift, and, 
bad packing up ; and that they were particularly 
anxious left the truth fhould' come to the Em- 
peror's ears. Three Chinefe watch-makers in 
the fervice of the court came to fee if it would 
be poifible to mend them in a few days, under 
-the dire£tion of our mechanift j but the latter 
■declared that as he could not make them under- 
stand him, it was impoffible for them to be em- 
ployed. He faid that it would be neceffary to 
remove the prefents into one of the apartments 
of the palace, and to procure him his tools, which 
were not yet arrived at Pe-king ; and that he 
{houldthenbe able to repair everything, with 
the affiftance of two or three Miffionarics, who 

had 
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bad laft year helped -him to put to rights the 
Englifh planetarium in the palace of Yueti-mmg* 
yuen. It was eafy to perceive that this propo- 
sition was by no means pleating to our conduc- 
tors ; for they aflted if we had not brought other 
pieces of mechanifm that might fupply the place, 
of thefe. We anfwered that we had not, and 
added, that £nce our mechanift was able to re- 
1101*6 them to their primitive ftate, they would- 
be prefented to the Emperor as the moft valuable- 
things we had to offer him. They then- went 
away, much difcontented with the bad fuccefa 
of their attempt. 

This afternoon we bad the pleafure of feeing 
the reft of our fuite arrive j namely, fourteen, 
foldiers and fervants, all of whom had fuffered 
much from fatigue and the fe verity of the feafon. 
A Malay belonging to the Arabaffador was in a 
burning fever and delirious. 

15th. A Mandarin coming again to enquire 
into the ftate of the pieces of mechanifm, M. 
Petit Pierre found means, by the afliflance of 
one of our Ghinefe fervants, to make him under- 
fraud the real caufe of their derangement, and 
the negligence fhewn by our conductors in that 
refpe£t. He told him alfo, that with his tools, 

and 
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and the help of the Miflionaries, he could ma- 
nage to make them as perfect as ever. The 
MaTrdarin gave him to underftand that he com- 
prehended the whole bufinefs, and that he was 
going to make a report of it to the Prime Mi- 
ni fter. 

In the mean time^the day appointed for*the deli- 
Very of the prefents approached. The mirrors ar- 
t ived this day, without having met with the fmal- 
left accident; but one of the Englifli lanterns was 
broken, which, however, I replaced by one of 
my own. Two necklaces of pearl and amber, 
that were put into the trunk which contained 
my linen, were not yet arrived. As I refufed to 
entruft the key of it to any one, a courier was 
difpatched to accelerate its conveyance. Id the 
afternoon the Emperor fent us a large yellow 
bag, containing Tartarian grapes of an agreeable 
tafte, but fraall, and without ftones. The Man- 
darins told me that thefe grapes being good for 
complaints of the lungs, and his Majefty having 
remarked that I had fo bad a cold as to be hardly 
able to articulate, this .prefent was a proof of 
his attention and kindnefs. I performed the 
falute of honour as a mark of my gratitude, 
making an apology for the Ambaflador, who 
was confined to his bed by a fevcre head-ach. 
a I fhould 
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I fhould not forget to fay, that a cuftom ftrift- 
]y obferved among the Chinefc requires every 
one who receives a prefent from his Im- 
perial Majefty to place it upon a table, and 
to perform the ceremony of adoration before it, 
laieeling and bowing the head thrice to the 
ground three different times over, while leaning 
upon the hands. 

There was fomething however very ftrange in 
the treatment we met with* — On one hand we 
received a great dea] of attention, while on the 
other we were kept abfolutely confined to our 
hotel, and watched as if we had been fo many 
prifoners. We could not even find means to 
convey a note to the Miffionaries. Such of our 
fervants even as were Chinefe dared not go into 
the ftreets, and the fevered puniflament was de- 
nounced againft any one who fliotild attempt tp 
convey us any information. Of this we doubt 
our conductors were the caufe. They were 
certainly afraid, left in our conversations with 
the Miffionaries we (hould expofe the conduct 
of the Mandarins of Canton. All this rendered 
our fituation difagreeable and tirefome, and in- 
fpired us with the ftrongefl defire to return, 

16th. The 
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16th. The young Malay, one of the Ambak 
fador's fervants, whofe arrival in bad health I men- 
tioned on the 14th, died this morning- In the fore- 
noon, the Mandarin who was our third conduc- 
tor, and who remained behind to fuperintend 
the b-i^age, arrived at "Pe-klng. He brought 
with him nothing but three trunks belonging to 
the Ambaflador and me, and three cafes of wine. 
We had it then in our power, after a month's 
privation, to drink a glafs of that liquor at our 
meals. We received him very coolly, and every- 
one of us afked him for fome article or other. 
He anfwered that the whole would arrive in 
three or four days, but that he had been obliged 
to leave it to the care of two inferior, Man- 
darins. His Excellency, through the me- 
dium of M. Agie, reproached him in terms fo 
harm, that he retired without making an anfwer, 
and without taking leave. Perhaps he was lefs 
blameable than we imagined, fince it is fo diffi- 
cult to manage the Coulh, as we ourfelves had 
but too we'll experienced : but it is the nature of 
man to complain without always considering 
whether thofe to whom he addrefles his re- 
proaches deferve them ; and woe to the inno- 
cent who is expofed to this kind of vengeance. 
It is neverthelcfs true, that it is exceedingly 
wnpleafant for our gentlemen to be reduced, 
3 from 
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from the want of their trunks, to the becefiity 
of borrowing linen. 

At the fame time, the Mandarin to whom 
the care of our hotel was entrufted fupplied our 
table as fcantily as poffible, and with an ever- 
lafting monotony. This conduct was certainly 
unknown to the Prime Minifter. Inferior Man- 
darins had no doubt made it a means of filling 
their purfe, as the domeftics of our condu&ors 
did upon our journey, according at leaft to the 
report of our Chinefe fervants. But ; where 
is there a place in the uriiVerfe inacceffible 
to corruption f Would it not be the fame thing 
in Europe ? And would not every one try to 
avail himfelf of, fuch an opportunity if it mould 
come in his way? Let us not then judge too 
feverely of the Chinefe, who perhaps would alfo 
tell us in reply, that the fignal proofs of addreis 
which they gave In this inftance were no injury 
to our pockets, fince the whole of our expence* 
were defrayed by the Emperor, 

This evening the body of .the unfortunate 
Malay was taken away and buried without the 

Vat,. I; P~ 17th. This 
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17th. This morning a prefent of paftry was 
brought to the Ambafiadbr and his company, in * 
the name of the Emperor. 

Shortly after, a Mandarin came to alk for the 
valuable articles which made part of the prefents 
_ to the Emperor, and which had been entrufted 
to my care. I refufed to part with them, faying 
that I had orders from his Excellency to deliver 
them to the Foo-ickong-tang m perfon, as had been 
the practice in former Embaffies. The Man- 
darin, although he exprefled much difcontenf, 
found it impoffible to gain his point. 

This afternoon the, Lingua came fo inforrn me, 
that the Ambafiador and I were on the next, day 
"to deliver the prefents for the Emperor to the 
Trime Minifter. I communicated 'this meffage 
'to his Excellency j but he was Co much indi£ 
pofed with fever, that it was impoffible for him 
to' rife from his bed. I fent'word of this to th^ 
"Mandarin by the Interpreter, adding that I 
fljould go to court alone. 

This day we received fotne more of our Bag? 
gage, and fotne cafes '<Jf liquors, but in a- moit 
deplorable ftate. Out of forty-eight bottles con* 

taintjd 
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■ tained in one of my cafes,' twenty-feven were 
broken, and in the others the breakage was in 
the fame proportion. 

It would be unjuft to impute this lofs to the 
negligence of our conductors. In the BrU. place, 
the intenfe cold might have a&ed upon the fpi- 
rituous liquors, and by freezing them might have 
made them burft the bottles. Befides, thofe 
curfed Comlis frequently let the cafes fall violently 
upon the ground hardened by the froft, on pur- 
■pofe that the bottles might break, and the liquor 
run out, which rendered their burden fo much 
■the lighter. In would have been impoffible for 
our condu&ors to attend to every Coull, fince 
-they were fometitnes fpread over a fpace of 
more than two leagues. Betides, I have re- 
peatedly faid that no Mandarin is able to controul 
that clafs of men, -the very refufe of the Chinefe 
nation. There is' then no remedy but patience. 
The only wellifounded reproach we have to 
■make our conductors is their having continually 
amufed us with vain promifes, which is not lefe 
the fafhion at court. 

As it is not indeed impoffible, if we knew all, 

that valid excufes might be found for every 

ibing that appeared blameable in our conducr 

P 2 tors, 
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tors, I fhall make it a point to fay nomore upon 
the fubjeft. 

18th. I repaired alone to the Imperial palace 
before fix o'clock in the morning, carrying with 
me the moft valuable prefents, I was there 
ufhered into a miferable apartment, axomparifon 
-with which would difgrace a Dutch guard-houfe, 
though in it I found feveral Mandarins, who 
wore in -their caps the eminent diftin£tion of 
the paacecfe's feather. At the end of an hour 
- and an half, two principal Mandarins came to 
afk me for the prefents, in order to carry them 
to the inner apartments, I delivered them ac- 
cordingly, ftill remaining in the midft of a nu- 
merous company. Tea and paftry were pre- 
sented to me. 

At nine o'clock I was conduced to the Prime 
Minifter, to whom, after having made my obei- 
fance on my knees, I offered an apology for the 
Ambaffadojf, expreffive of his regret at his be* 
ing prevented from appearing by want of health. 
He was very polite, and aficed me if we had a _ 
good phyiician in our fuite. To this I anfwered, 
that if the Ambaffador mould not find himfelf 
tetter in the evening, I fhould take the liberty 
of applying for one of the phyficians of his Hlgh- 
i nefs. 



EMBASSY TO CHINA IN 17941— ■£, 213 

isefs. Perceiving by my voice that I had a, cold, 
he was pleafed to attribute it to my being too 
thinly clad, I obferved that my cold had been 
occafioned by the journey ; "and upon his enquiry 
if- 1 took no remedy for it, I told him that I hoped * 
I mould be able to do without. After a few 
more words, he dlfmiffed me in a very friendly 
manner." He was. fitting upon his bed, on ac- 
count of having received a hurt on one of his 
legs. The apartment in which he received me 
was fo fmallj that there was hardly room /or fix 
perfons to ftand round his bed. 

As I was retiring, I found myfelf taken by the 
arm and led into a little room adjoining to that 
of the Prime Minifter. It was the Miffionary 
whom 1 had met with in the palace r , and who 
had made his way through a croud of Mandarins . 
to accoft me. Prefentmg to him my hand, which 
he eagerly grafped, I. told him in Portuguefe, 
that we were exceedingly defirous of feeing the 
Miflionaries at our hotel. He anfwered me, 
We Jkall Jhortly meet again. I had fcarcely time to 
give him a note written by M. de Guigres, 
which I had purpofely put in my pocket, when 
I was pulled violently away, as if on purpofe to 
break off our converfation, and led out of the 
room, A moment after I faw my note in the 

P 3 hands 
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hands of one of the firft Mandarins* who at- 
tended me to the outiide of the palace walls with 
great politenefs. 

On returning to our hotel I gave his Excel- 
lency an account of all that had' parTed, and told 
him, on the part of the Mandarins, that we were 
expected at the palace on the two following days 
at a very early hour, in order to pay our refpe£ts 
to the Emperor. I did not, however, think 
properto advife,hhn to go out ; which, indeed, 
he was too ill to attempt j for it was not only ; 
neceflary that he iliould keep his bed that even- 
ing, but if would have been highly dangerous 
for him to expofe himfelf to the (harp air of the 
morning, the cold being then very fevere. This 
morning Fahrenheit's thermometer had fallen as 
low as fixteen degrees, I confequently fent 
word that I fhould go to court alone. ' 

Shortly after my return from the palace our 
interpreter begged M. de Guignesto go thither, 
as one of the Brit Mandarins was waiting to 
fpeak with him, 

He went accordingly, and returning an hour 
after told the Ambaffador that the Mandarin had 
a|ked him the contents of a note which he had ' 
3 fhewn 
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fhewji'to.hin\ as alfo by whom it was written; 
tbat'he.bad made anfwer that it was his writing, 
and that the purport o'f it was to infopn the Mif- 
fioriaries that "he was. the bearer of fome letters, 
for them, 'and that he particularly defired to fee 
one ,of, them of. the name of Roux, whofe ag$nt 
he was' at Canton, . becaufe he had fome im- 
portant matters to"communicate to him relative 
to his'Miffion'; that not a word was faid of the. 
affairs of the .Company at Canton ; and that if 
we were BeCrous of feeing thofe gentlemen, it- 
was merely becaufe we were personally ac- 
quainted with fome of them, and fliould feel^ 
great pfeafure in feeing them at our hotel. M. 
de Guignes added, that the Mandarin had ap- 
peared vejry well fatisfied.with his fmcerity, and 
had* promised to procure hinvan interview with. 

M/Roux.' ' ' 

■ ■, r 

''We may then hope to be permitted to cor> 
verfe with the Jvl'ffionaries, from which,, no 
doubt,. reciprocal fatisfaction will be derived. 

"I had hardly finidied the preceding phrafe in 
my Journal, when a very unexpe&ed letter was 
fecretly brought me from my friend Grammont, 
wno terrified an earneil defire to give me fome 
important information. I fent my anfwer by the 

* V 4 bearer 
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bearer of his letter, This gives us hopes of 
being able to correspond even if we fliould not 
fee one another. My friend, however, gives mc 
reafon to expect that we fhall meet ere long, 
which makes us all exceedingly happy. 

In the afternoon two of our firft conductors 
from Canton came to enquire after his Excel- 
lency's health, and to inform us at the fame time f 
that his Majefty received our prefents very gra- 
ciouily, and with, every mark of fatisfacrion. 
They told us, alfo, that henceforward their func- 
tions relative to our Embafly ceafedj other Man- 
darins being charged to attend us during the reft 
of our ftay at Pe-kmg* 

The Emperor's prefents being delivered, I 
pfopofed to the Ambaffador to make out a lift 
of thofe intended for the three principal mi- 
nifters, the Aa-tch<mg~tanfc the VoHchong-tattg) 
and the fyk-Uo-tayen, in order that they might be 
fent to thofe Mandarins. To this he contented. 
I therefore had the lift tranflated into Chinefe 
^ hy the Lingua, and then gave it to a Mandarine 
to deliver to the above three Minifters of State. 

In the afternoon the Naa-fan-tayen, a Mandarin 
of the pale blue tranfparent bal^ and peacock** 

feather, 



EMBASSY TO CHINA IN I794.— 5. SlJ. 

Feather, charged at prefent with the carp of, 
every thing that concerns us, came to fee m\ 
Excellency in his bed, and to enquire after hjs 
health. He afterwards walked into my room 
to vifit me, and to tell me to go the next morning 
to court. 

This Mandarin is the very fame in whofe hands ; 
I. this morning faw the note I had given to the .. 
^liffionary 9 and alfo the fame who interrogated 
M. de Guignes concerning its tenor. His ad- 
drefs is pleafing, and his countenance very pre- 
poffefiing. After having fulfilled his minion he 
took leave, and I attended him as far as the 
ftreetndoor. 

19th. This morning at half paft fou\I fet off: 
for the Imperial palace. I was conducted along r 
the ramparts from the weftem gate to the fouth* 
ward, and then to the eaftward, till we canje tp 
^another great gate with three paffages, by which 
we entered. I afterwards found myfelf in the 
midft of a great open place, forming a long 
fquare, and fituated fouth of the palace. To the 
•eaftward of this fquare is a temple in which the 
boards or tablets {chap) of the deceafed Empe- 
rors are laid upon altars. This fquare, as well as 
I could diftmguifh by the feeble light of the ftars, 

has 
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fcas on three of its (ides buildings of little ele- 
vation, along which runs a covered gallery fup- ' 
ported by pillars, except in the middle of the 
ftroth part, where there is a lofty building of two. 
fiories high. 

I was conducted into three different little 
apartments oh' the weftern fide, to wait there for 
the arrival of the -monarch. They feemed better 
calculated to hold utenfils than to be the habiv ■ 
tations of human beings. ■ ■ * 

' At half paft five I was led back' to "the fqiiare, . 
the Emperor's coming being immediately ex-' 1 
jre&ed. I then .obferved that the fouth wali of 
the palace advances at the extremities, and forms 
two regular wings, which I eftimate at a hundred 
and fifty yards at leaft in length, leaving an in- 
terval in the middle of about a hundred and 
twenty' paces. ■ It is in th'ig midft of this empty 
Ipace that ftahds a gate'or entrance, having, like 
lite others, three paffages clofed by doors plated 
with iron, in the way already dcfcribed, that 
form being general throughout all the Imperial 
edifices. 

The middle paflage of this gateway is more 
lofty and of greater width than two lateral ones, 

and . 
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and is full fixty of my paces 5n length. Over 
the gate,, as well as over each of the wings., are 
buildings two ftories high, conftru£ted and orna- 
mented like thofe I mentioned when defcribing 
the weft gate. There is, befides, on each fide 
of the middle edifice, a pavilion, the roof of 
which ends in a point. 

In this part every thing is proportioned ac- 
cording to the laws of the molt rigid fyrnmetry, 
and the whole has an air of uncommon grandeur. 
I 'calculate the height of the wall of the palace 
at about forty-feven feet. It is all of hewn ftone, • 
and of considerable thicknefs. The outfide, like 
all the walls that indole edifices belonging to 
the Emperor, is coated with plaifter, and painted 
of a pale red. This, with the rich gilding and 
brilliant colours of the building, compofes a very 
magnificent whole. 

■ At the angle of the palace wall, to the weft- 
ward, ftands a noble fquare pavilion, two ftories 
high, coated, gilt, and ornamented, like the 
Other buildings, with a roof, the top of which, 
embelliihed by a gilt point, attra£ts and pleafes 
the eye. 

Thw 
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This fouthern, part of the palace mutt have, 
ejrifted in its prefect ftate at the time of the Em* 
bafiy of the Dutch Eaft India Company, a 
hundred and forty years ago, fince a very exa£t 
reprefentation of it is to be found in Nieuhof * ; 
but, at the fame time, that engraving is the o'aly 
one in the whole v-orkthatdeferves the praife of. 
accuracy. 

At fix o'clock the Emperor came out of the 

palace in his ufual palanquin, and was carried to 
the temple of his anceftors, where he was detained 
nearly an hour by the performance of his religious ' 
duties. I knelt down while he was paffing, but . 
without performing the ceremony of adoration. 

Before his Majefty came hack a meffenger was 

lent for my nephew Van-Braam, that I might 

not appear alone. His Imperial Majefty, on his* 

[ Vfzy back, flopped his chair abreaft of us, and, 

addreffing himfelf to me, did me the honour to 

* This narratiiF* of the journey of the Dutch Embaffy in 
1655 and 1656, written by John Nieuhof, Mmtrt d'Hatel to the 
Ambafiador, whofe travels in other parts of the world have alfb 
been publifhcd* has been printed in feveral languages* and in 
different ftiapes. It is alio to be found in Thevenot's Co&Siott, 
and in the Abbe" Prevoil's Hifioire Generate des Voyages^ torn* v. 
page 229, of the guarto edition. (Fr. E<L) 

enquire 
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enquire after the Ambaflador. My anfwer having 
been conveyed to him, he proceeded towards the 
palace. I then performed the cuftomary falute, 
by bowing my head three times to the ground. 

We were in expectation of returning to the 
hotel, when the Naa-fan-tayen came to requeft us 
to go with him to the palace. We followed 
him, and entered by the foufh gate. Immedi- 
ately behind it is a large fquare, fouth of which 
ftands a noble edifice of two ftories, and of va$ 
fize, with a flight of fteps leading up to it* The 
facade of this building, extending eaft and wefl, 
correfponds exactly with die fouth gate. 

We were afterwards carried weftward through 
a gate, Handing north and fouth, and having 
three paifages. In the two lateral ones are eafy 
flights of fteps to facilitate the afcent and defcent. 
Having paffed this gate we found ourfelves again 
in the great court behind the weftem gate, of 
which I have already fpoken on the 12th of this 
month. We were then conduced northwards 
between two great edifices, paffing in our way 
over a bridge laid acrofs a ferpentine canal. 
This canal runs to the fouth-eaft under the 
buildings contiguous to the gates through which 
we had paffed, arid'afterwafds Ihews itfelf in the 

court 
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court we came to immediately after palling th* 
fouth gate* Thence it runs* flail in a Terpentine 
.dire&ion, to the weftern part of the palace. We 
came at laft to the fame little apartment where I 
was yefterday, and where we were left for half 
an hour, at the end of which time a Mandarin 
came to take us into the interior of the palace. 

"We were conduced, in the firft: place, as far 
as the north corner of the area or efplanade 
that feparates the fix courts of juftice from the 
abode of the Emperor, and there we were again, 
led through a gate with three paflages and 
flights of fteps. Magnificent edifices are ere£ted 
over thefe gates, which confrquently ferve 3 
ufeful purpofe, befides that of opening a commu- 
nication from one place to another. 

When we came to this fpot I immediately 
judged, by the considerable number of eunuchs 
who were performing menial offices without, 
that we were in the very place of refideuce of 
the Emperor. . We were then led through feveral 
very narrow paffages, running eaft and north* 
and penetrating more and more into the interior 
of the palace. In one of thefe ftreets, for ths 
name is not unfuitable, we were fpoken to by the 
Emperor's Seventeenth fon^ a young man of about; 

thirty. 
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l$iirty, and of a pleafing countenance. He 3s one 
of the four princes who are ftill alive *. 

After paffing along feveral winding path's, 
kept very neat and paved with hewn ftones 
perfe&Iy fmooth, while buildings on both, 
fides prefented nothing to the eye but dead 
walls, we came to an edifice in a "little apart- 
ment of which was his Imperial Majefty. A 
play was performing upon a fmall but neat the- 
atre, oppofite the place where the Emperor was 
feated. 

After the Mongul and Coreart envoys £the 
former being eight in number and the latter 
three) had performed the fahite of honour to the 
Emperor, I vas Hkcwife prefented to the aged 
Monarch, and in my turn went through the 
ceremony of proftration. - He was fitting .on a 
fopha with his legs croffed under him, according 
to the Chincfc cuilom. On his- right hand was 
the Voo-khong-tangi and on his left the Fok-lh- 
tayettywho, upon their knees and proftrate, were 
ipeaking to the Emperor, as well as I could 

* This prince was declared Emperor on the 8 th of Febrtrjrrj'< 
1796, by his father the Emperor %.isx~LQxa t who retired 
frttm the management of public affairs. 

judge, 
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judge, about me. The Prime Mmifter then rofe, 
and ordered the Lingua to tell me, on the part 
of his Majefty, that he had attained his eighty- 
'fifth year, and that I was the firft Dutchman that 
had ever had an opportunity of approaching fo 
near to his perfon. I addreffed my thanks to 
his, Majefty for this fignal favour in the moft re- 
fpeQful manner, and repeated the falute of ho- 
nour, after which we rofe. 

We were then placed a little upon the left, a« 
were alfo the Envoys I have juft mentioned, and 
were all told to fit down upon the ground on 
carpets that had been fpread on purpofe, in two 
ranks one behind the .other. As I was not ac^ 
cuftomed to that mode of fitting, it was to me a, 
real penance. 

At firft I took the Mongul Envoys for a body 
of Miffionaries, fo much did their features re- 
ferable thofe of Europeans. I was even endea- 
vouring to recognize my friend Grammont among 
them, when 1 was undeceived. Delicacies, paftry, 
fweetroeats, and fruit, with which the Emperor 
treated the Envoys, were then fet before us upon 
little tables j and befides thefe he fent us from 
his own two fmall diflies, one of which was an 
excellent yellow jelly. We bowed our head to 

thank. 
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thank him for this favour, which when granted 
in public is considered as the higheft honour that 
any one can receive in China. 

After the Emperor had drunk a cup of juice 
or milk expreffed from a kind of bean* a cup 
of the fame beverage was brought us, poured 
out of his Mf)jefty f s own pot. All this was 
given us by the two principal Mimfters, and by 
other perfons of high rank, into whofe hands it 
was delivered by eunuchs* 

In the laft place the Monarch diftributed keep- 
fakes to the Envoys and other perfons of diftinc- 
tion prefent, who fcarcely amounted in all to 
twenty individuals. Thefe keep-fakes princi- 
pally confifted of little bags for tobacco, and little 
glafs bottles to hold fnuff. 

• My nephew and I received an equal portion. 
It confifted of four little embroidered purfes, a 
bottle of fnuff, two boxes of Long-ching tea, two 
bowls of blue porcelain, and a little porcelain 
difh with fix China oranges. We made the fa- 
lute of honour fitting. 

While all this was paffing, the comedy was 

going on without interruption, and fome,Chinefe 

Vol. I. Q were 
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-were alfo performing feats of activity upon the 
theatre. Of one of thefe I cannot help fpeak- 
ing, on account of the extraordinary ftrength he 
poffefTed in his feet; and becanfe of all the tum- 
blers I faw in China, he was the only one defend- 
ing of mention. Even in Europe this man would 
have attracted the attention of the fpe&ators. 

Lying down on his back, he held up his legs 
vertically in the air. Upon the fole of his feet 
was next placed a ladder of fix long fteps, with 
a flat board at the bottom. A child of feven or 
eight years of age then climbed up the fteps, 
and fitting upon the upper one, played a num- 
ber of monkey-tricks, while the man kept turn- 
ing the ladder firft one way and then another. 
The child afterwards defcended and afcended^ 
twilling his body in fuch a way between the 
fteps, that the different parts of it weie alter- 
nately on the two oppofite fides of the ladder. 
This divcrfion Iaftcd at leaft a quarter of an hour. 

When the exhibition of the ladder was over, 
two men brought an enormous earthen vefieJ, 
which muft certainly have weighed more than a 
hundred and twenty-live pounds, and which 
they laid fide-ways upon the feet of the ftrong 
roan, who turned it round and round, and over 

and 
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and over with aftonifhing rapidity. The child 
was then put into the vfeflel at the moment the 
mouth of it was turned from the Emperor, to- 
wards whom it was immediately brought round 
again by the man. The boy then made figns of 
refpeft, and climbing over the edge, got upon 
the top of the veflel, feated himfelf there, and 
affumed a variety of attitudes, letting himfelf 
hang down over the edge, by which he held with 
his hands, and enlivening the performance by a 
thoufand playful tricks. 

I do not know whether I have fucceeded in 
giving the reader an idea of the boldnefs of thefe 
two feats of activity. As to myfelf, I do not 
remember ever to have feen any in Europe that 
aftonifhed me fo much. 

After having been prefent at leaft three quar- 
ters of an hour his Majefty retired. We were 
defired to do the fame, and re-condu£ted to 
the hotel, where we learnt that the Emperor had 
fent us another prefent, confuting of fome paftry, 
and a piece of frefli pork. 

This audience came upon us very unexpected- 
ly, and appears to have been of a very private 
nature, finqe it took place jn the Emperor's 

Q 2 apartments. 
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apartments, and fince fo very fmall a number of 
perfons was admitted. The-utmoft order pre- 
vailed, becaufe there were no domeftics of the 
inferior clafsj and it mult be confefled that every 
thing that was ferved up was cooked very well, 
and in a very cleanly manner. 

I have great reafon to be pleafed with the cir- 
cumftances of this event, fince it gave me an op- 
portunity of feeing the internal parts of the pa- 
lace, which perhaps were never before expofed 
to the eyes of a foreigner. This will be the mo- 
tive of a little prolixity in the dcfcri prion I am 
about to give of the place wherein we were re- 
ceived* 

The place in which his Majefty was fitting: 
is rather a hall or landing place between two- 
rooms than a room itfelf. The whole fpace is 
lefs than ten feet fquarc by eight feet high. There 
were larger rooms on each fides and, in one of 
thofe to the right of the Emperor, I perceived 
through feveral fmall windows a great number 
of ladies who were looking at us with much cu- 
riofityi while an apartment to the left contained 
a number of European bells, and feveral magni- 
ficent pieces of furniture. 

The 
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The theatre is about fifteen feet fquare, and is 
fo near the other, .room that there is not five feet 
diftance between it and the flair cafe. The in- 
termediate fpace in which we were fitting was 
hardly fufficient to contain us thirteen Envoys 
arid our little tables. The great Mandarins were 
«n the fame fide, but clofe to the theatre, crowd- 
ed one upon another, and only coming forward 
when any thing was to be handed to the guefts. 
I had the diftinguifhed honour of being waited 
upon by the Prime Minifter of the Chinefe Em- 
pire, who is alfb' not unfrequehtly called the 
Second Emperor. 

Behind us was another huilding open in the 
centre^ with two apartments on its fides, in 
which I perceived doors, leading no doubt to 
other apartments and other edifices, 

By thefe details, and by thofe f gave when 
fpeaking of the apartments of the Prime Mini- 
fter, it is eafy to judge of the fmallnefs of Chinefe 
rooms; for they never make ufe of large halls 
but on occafion of feftivals or public affem- 
•blies. It is generally the firft ftory of great 
edifices that contains a hall or two that might bet-> 
ter be called galleries, I am told that there are 
a hundred of thefe halls as well in the Imperial 

Q 3 palace, 
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palace, as at the Emperor's country houfe at 
Yuen-ming-yuen, intended for public entertain- 
ments. 

This afternoon his Majefty fent us four barrels 
'of fliaddocks, pomegranates, and apples. This 
gave me an opportunity of once more performing 
the falute of honour. 

The Ambaffador, who is almoft recovered, 
intends to go to court with me to-raorrow to 
breakfaft with the Emperor. 

Towards evening the Lingua came to tell us 
that one of the Mandarins had commiffioned 
him to inform us that his Majefty had the in- 
tention of fending us to his country houfe at 
Yuett-mittg-yuett, fituated at twenty five U from 
Pe-kmg (two leagues and a half ) ; and of per- 
mitting us to amufe ourfelves there for eight days. 
He requeued us in confequence to make out 
againft to-morrow a lift of the perfons we fhoulef 
wifli to take with us, in order that every thing 
neceffary might be provided; recommending to 
us at the fame time to let our baggage be as 
little bulky as poffible. I communicated the 
meffage to the AmbafTa.dor, who expreffed much 

fatisfa&ioa 
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fatisfaction at it, and told me how be wiflied 
this party of pleafure to be arranged. 

. To avoid much embarraffment we mall leave 
at Pe-ihtg all the AmbafTador's guard, and the 
greater part of the ferv&nts. I have made out a 
lift of thofe who are to go, and have fettled with 
the Mattre d' Hotel what we fhall take with us, 
fo that every thing may be ready. 

-noth. At fix o'clock this morning his Excel- 
lency and I repaired to the palace. On our ar- 
rival there we were firft taken to a fhabby little 
apartment j but afterwards to a more decent one;- 
ten or twelve feet fquare, and the beft of thofe 
of the fame kind in which we had hitherto been 
received. At feven o'clock we were conducted 
towards the Imperial buildings by a gate like all 
thofe I have already defcribed, Handing between 
the two through which I paffed yefterday, and 
upon the fame line. It differs from them in no 
refpe& whatever. Within this gate we found a 
very fpacious court, paved with hewn (tones, 
and furrounded with buildings, the moil consider- 
able of which are fituated to the fouth, and upon 
a rifing ground, up the middle of which we ad* 
vanced by a flight of forty-five fteps, 

Q^ The 
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The fucceffion of thefe forty-five fteps is inter- 
rupted firft by a terrace ten feet wide; then 
comes another portion of the ftair cafe, and then 
another terrace of the fame dimensions as the for- 
mer. Thefe two landing places or terraces form 
galleries by means of a ftone baluftrade running 
along the whole front, the pilafters of which ftand 
at about twelve feet diftance from one another, 
and fupport, figures of lions and other animals. 
7"be two intervals or terraces thus fituated one 
above the otner, and ornamented with a balus- 
trade, make a very pi&urefque appearance. 

Having afcended the fteps we came to another 
level fpot entirely paved with hewn ftones, and 
having to the fouth another ftair cafe with ter- 
races exafily refembling thofe I have defcribed, 
Upon the level ground are three edifices, two of 
which ■ fimilar to each other, and ftanding eaft 
and weft, are in the form of a long fquare, 
while the third in the middle is a fquare pavilion, 
the pointed roof of which ends in a golden ball. 

This pavilion is confequently in a Hne with the 

two flights of fteps between which it ftands, and 

' according to the Chinefe tafte has an external 

gallery fupported on each fide by fix pillars. As 
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„all the doors were clofed, it was impoflible for 
me to form any judgment of the interior. 

Looking thence I faw to the fouth, and at the 

bottom of the hill a garden full of trees and 
flowers, contiguous to the back part of the edifice, 
which I .mentioned yefterday as Handing north of 
the fouth gate. From the elevated fpoton which 
we were ftanding, our view parfing over that 
edifice as well as oyer almoft all the others, ex- 
tended to fo great a diftance that the mountains, 
iituated to the north of Pe-king 3 were plainly dif- 
cernible. 

The two great buildings, ftanding between the 
two ftaircafes, have on the ground floor large 
open faloons, in the front of which are galleries, 
. with three different flights of ftone fteps leading 
up to them. The extremities of the projections 
that cover the galleries are fupported by ten large 
pillars. In other refpefts thefe buildings are 
conftruQ'ed, ornamented, gilt, and varnifhed like 
all thofe I have as yet had occafion to.dcfcribe. 
The eaftern hall, called Pan-au-tien, was pre- 
pared for the audience and breakfaft of this 
niorning, 



In 
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In the middle of the hall is the Imperial 
throne, upon a plat-form fix feet high. The ap- 
proach to it is by three flights of fteps ; one in 
the m'ddle, and the two others on the fides. 
The plat-form is covered with a carpet, and fur- 
rouaded with a baluftrade, which is ornamented 
with carved work, as well as the Emperor's arm- 
chair, and the rails that accompany each flight of 
fteps. Behind the throne hung a yellow tapeftry, 
and on the fides of the plat-form were feveral vafes 
filled with natural flowers, to the fweet emanations 
of which two other vafes of met al added the perfume 
9 f bui ning fandal wood and other Afiatic fubftances. 

The two extremities of the gallery without the 
hall are paved en irely with ftonss of a finely 
polifhed furface. There were ranged the bulky 
inftrumcnts of rnufic, fuch as that confifting of 
fixteen little bells, that compofed of fixteen 
pieces, of metal, the great drum, and feveral 
other inftruments of a fmiilar kind. They were 
all richly gilt, as well as the pedeftals on which 
they flood* 

The outer court, in which moil of the guefts 
were obliged to breakfaft in the open air, was 
covered with thick carpets, on which were laid 
the cufluons that each gueft had taken care to 

mak* 
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make his fervant bring, in order that he might 
iit down more conveniently on the ground front- 
ing the pavilion. 

Oppofite the throne was pitched a great tent 
of yellow cloth, in which the fide-board was ar- 
ranged. Then in the court before the pavilion 
were placed four rows of little and low tables, 
covered with coarfe linen, and fo difpofed that 
there was one between every two perfons, ex- 
cept oppofite his Excellency and me, where a 
feparate table was placed for each of us. 

This court was furrounded by perfons of all 
tanks and all claffes, not excepting ftage-players v 
and fervants. The latter had the impudence to 
come and ftand before the great Mandarins, in 
order to get a better view of us. There was in- 
deed no lefs diforder than on the firft day, when 
we were waiting for the Emperor near the weft; 
gate, previoufly to the exercife of the fkaters. I 
confequently found a prodigious difference be- 
tween this entertainment and that of yefterday, 
and was not a little furprifed at it. We were de- 
fired to fit down upon cufliions, which we did in 
imitation of the other guefts. The reader rauft 
forgive me for repeating that this pofture was to 
me a real punithment. AU that we faw, every 

thing 
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thing that we experienced was novel to us, and 
Was marked with a character of Angularity well 
calculated to attract, and rivet our attention. 

It was paft eight o'clock when his Majeffy 
came with an efcort of muficians, and took his 
feat upon the throne. Every body then rofe, and, 
falling directly upon their kneds, performed the 
falute of honour. The mufic continued while a 
table was ferved for. the Emperor, who ate of 
■feveral of the difhesfet upon it. This wasa fignal 
for the guefts, all whofe table's were then unco- 
vered; they approached and fell to with great 
avidity. 

I obferved that the arrangement of All the 
tables was the fame, and that there were exactly 
fifty dimes upon each. This muft appear very 
furprifing, perhaps even incredible to my readers, 
after what I have faid of the fmaHnefs of thefe 
tables. But I have to add that ths viands, ferved 
up in very dirty copper bafdns, tonfifted ftrft of 
three rows of four dirties each, and that over this ( 
firft layer or Jiratum were three others, amount- 
ing alfo to twelve difbes each. Laftly, to make 
the four dozen fifty, there were at the top of all 
two great copper bafons, m which boiled legs of 
jnutton were contained* ind of which the light 

a]ons 
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alone was enough to difguft a man with mutton 
for the reft of his days. The other difhes con- 
lifted of farinaceous aliments, dreffed in different 
manners, or merely boiled in the way of a hafty 
pudding. There were alfo cakes much refem- 
foling the unleavened bread eaten by the Jews at 
their feftlval of the Pafchal Lamb. Laftly there 
were fweatrneats and fruit. I took a little of the 
latter, feeling no temptation to tafte the reft, 
-which I kept ftiU comparing with what I had 
eaten yefteiday. This is a fort of Imperial repaft 
which I imagine will appear new. 

After a (liort time had elapfed, a cup of beve- 
rage was carried to the Monarch, and when ho 
had drank, others were handed round to all the 
guefts. Each of them on taking the cup per- 
formed the falute ofhonour fitting, by making a 
fingle inclination of the head. 

I found this beverage very agreeable; it is a 
wine which the Chincfe make themfelvcs of 
grapes, and wbiui lias a great refemblance to 
that of Madeira, or the Cape of Good Hope. 

Shortly after the Emperor ordered the three Co- 
rean, and the two Dutch AmbafTaciors to be call- 
ed, in order that they might approach the throne. 
3 We 
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We were conduced in fucceflion up the fteps on 
one of the fides, and performed the ceremony 
of adoration near the arm-chair. His Majefty 
then addreffed himfelf to each of us, and pre- 
sented us a glafs of wine with his own hand. 
This gave occasion to a repetition of the falute 
of honour j and after the third proftration each 
of us rofe and retired. 

When my turn came to make the falute on 
account of the glafs of wine, I proftrated myfelf 
with my head covered as •his' Excellency had 
done, but my hat, not fitting me well, fell off. 
The fecond Mintfter who was'clofe to me picked 
it up, and put it on again. His Majefty laughed 
at the accident, and afked me if 1 did not un- 
derftand Chinefe. Poton, anfwered I, which in 
Chinefe Signifies I do not understand. At this 
his Majefty laughed ftill more heartily, and 
while I drank my cup of wine looked at me, and 
feemed to think it whimfical that I mould make 
ufe of his language fb apropos to tell him that t 
did not understand it. I afterwards finished my 
faluje of honour j and when I rofe to retire, the 
Emperor, having his eyes ftill turned towards me, 
kept looking at me with a countenance expreffive 
of the greateft kindneSs. Thus did I receive z. 
mark of the higheft predile£tion, and fuch as it 
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% even faid no Envoy ever obtained before. £ 
confefs that the remembrance of what I had fuf- 
fered fince the morning by remaining fo long in 
the cold, was very much foftened by this gra- 
cious reception. 

At this moment fome miferable theatrical 
pieces ^began, with which tumblers, dancers, 
and muficians mingled their performances, 
wretched alike to the eyes and ears of a Euro- 
pean. Moorim, Cochinfechine, and Thibetiart 
mufic, executed by three orcheftras, the mufi- 
cians -of wjiich wore drelfes analogous to each 
fpecies of mufic, did not afford us an amufement 
more fuitabje to our tafte ; and when his Ma.- 
■jefiy by retiring left us at liberty to return to our 
hotel, we felt a very hfgh degree of fatisfaction. 

The Mandarin, who had been our firft con- 
ductor, informed us that it would be neceflary to 
go to court again to-morrow, in order to congra- 
tulate his Majefty on the renewal of the Chinefe 
year. 

Early in the afternoon fix little tables with 

-viands, fimilar to thofe of the morning, werefent 

us in tlio. name of the Emperor. We performed 

the Dilute of honour, as a mark of our gratitude j 

i but 
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but if I mull telJ the truth, the only ufe we could 
make of them was to give them as a treat to our 
Chinefe domeftics. ' ., 

Having had fo near a view of the Emperor of 
China this morning, it feems natural that I fhould 
fay fomething of his perfon and drefs. 

His external appearance exhibits all the marks 
of old age, particularly his eyes. They are wa- 
tery, and fo weak, that it is with difficulty he 
raifes his eye lids which hang down in folds, 
efpecially that of the left eye.. He is in conv- 
enience obliged, whenever he wiflies to look at 
any thing that is not very clofe to him, to raife. 
hts head, and even to throw it a little back. His 
checks are fhrivelled and pendant. His beard* 
which is mort, is very grey. Thefe are the only 
particulars I can give of this Monarch's perfon, 
never having been very near to him but when he 
was fitting. 

It is true, that on the izth of this month, I faw 
his Majefty take a few fteps, on getting out of 
the fled, to return to his palanquin ^ but as the 
two Minifters fupported him under the arms, 
probably becaufe the ground was flippery, it was 

impoflible 
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impoffible for me to form an exact idea of his 
ftature. 

tils drefs confifls of clothes lined with fuf^ 
which appeared to me to be that of the fea- 
otter j and round his cap, which is fometimes 
ornamented with h a large pearl, was a border of 
the fame kind; In this feafon, as well as in all 
others, the Emperor's drefs is very plain, although 
he is ferved and honoured like a god. He does 
not, indeed, enjoy the tenth part of the pleafure 
and amufements which are at the command of 
the meaneft Prince in Europe. His recreations 
confift of tricks and buffooneries; with Which it 
would be difficult td divert the common people 
of a European country at a fair ; and fuch were 
the reprefentations of this morning. But as he 
is unacquainted with more refined enjoyments* 
and unable to form an idea of them, be cannot be 
faid to fuffer any privation. It is not then fur- 
prifing that the diversions of children mould be an 
amufement to the Emperor in his old age. 

In comparifon with Europe, it may be {aid* 
that here the fplendor of Majefty is immediately 
connected With marks of the moft degrading 
ignorance. The Prince is elevated to the ikies, 
■while the man remains enveloped in th£ dark- 

Vol, I. R nefs 
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nefs of the firft ages of the world. It is ira- 
poffible to conceive this aftonifhing contraft 
without feeing it ; nor can he, who has been an 
eye-witnefs of it, always explain it, nor even 
depicl its moft ftriking feature's. 

Every thing in China mews the complete 
ignorance of its inhabitants in regard to Europe; 
and they hear it fpoken of with equal indifference. 
The Emperor, as well as all thofe whom the public 
opinion places immediately next to him, think 
that they hold the firft rank among all the created 
beings of this immenfe univerfe, and that they 
are at the head of the firft nation to be found 
throughout the vaft extent of fpace. A kind of 
miracle muft be operated, before the idea offend- 
ing a Clunefe as an envoy to other nations can 
enter into a Chinefe head. Hence it is eafy to 
conceive the profound ignorance of the Emperor 
of China, and of the people he governs, as to 
«very thing that concerns the reft of mankind. 

It would be natural to fuppofe that the Mif- 
fionaries muft have dimmiihed this ignorance, by 
giving them accounts of the different countries in 
which fchey were born. But a Chinefe, and par- 
ticularly a Chinefe grandee, never feels the leaft 
delire of information on that head. How, indeed, 

is 



EMBASSY TO CHINA IN I794— 5. %^$ 

13 it poffible to wifli to learn any thing, when we 
are convinced that our knowledge is already 
fuperior to that of the reft of the world ? Befides, 
the Miffionaries enjoy ib little consideration among 
the Chinefe, and inlpire' them with fo little con- 
fidence, that they would counteract their own 
defigns to no purpofe, if they endeavoured to fet 
the Europeans in arty way above the natives, 
They find th^mfelves, on the contrary, reduced 
to the neceffity of extolling their prefent pro- 
testors above every thing: their adulation, in- 
deed, even if filent, would pafs for an acknow- 1 
ledgment of the,fuperiority of the Chinefe. 

It may, perhaps, be fuppofed, that the fight of 
the m after-pieces of art, which the Chinefe re- 
ceive annually from Europe, will open their 
eyes, and convince them that induftry is there 
carried farther than among themfelves, and that 
our genius furpaffes theirs : but their vanity 
finds a remedy for this. All thefe wonders are 1 
included in the clafs of fuperfluities ; and by- 
placing them beneath their wants, they place 
them at the fame time beneath their regard* If, 
for a moment, they fall into an involuntary fit of 
aftonifliment, they come out of it firmly refolved 
to do nothbg to imitate that by which it was 
jp/roduced. 

Ra The 
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. The Chinefe having been long in the habit of 
confining themfelves to what is neceffary, and 
of avoiding, according .to the counfel of their 
anceftors, every thing which comes in the fliape 
of a novelty, it is not furprifmg that they mould 
not wiih. to acquire the knowledge poffefled by 
foreigners. And, indeed, I muft confefs, as far 
as the opposition of manners allows me to judge y 
that the Chinefe live very happily in their ■way. 
And if that be the cafe, what have they more to 
define 1 Why mould they wlfli to difcovcr things, . 
which when discovered, they would, perhaps, be 
unable to obtain j and of which the privation 
would make them acquainted with misfortune ? 
I will even venture here to alk a queftion, which 
feems dictated to me by my fubjedt: are the 
j>eopleof the South Seaiflands becomemore happy 
or more wretched, in confequence of their inter- 
courfe with Europeans for the laft thirty or forty 
years ? Alas ! it is but too .true, that we have 
given thern a knowledge and dcfire of thing* 
which their country cannot produce. 

No doubt, the fame caufe would produce the 
fame effect in China. That nation lives in a 
manner fo fimple and retired, that it can do 
without thofe factitious wants, which we fhould 
be miferable if we could not fatisfy. They never 
5 have 
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have any opportunities of affembling at balls, and 
parties of pleafure; tior does any repafi: bring 
together large private companies ; all circum- 
iiances of that nature belonging to public fef- 
tivals, to which men alone are admitted. The 
- women are only acquainted with fuch things, by 
itealing a fecret glance, while the Ikreen which 
gratifies their curiofity, hides them from that of 
the men. But in the ordinary courfe of life, 
-everyone exifts in the bofom of his own family: 
the walls of his houfe are the boundary of his 
amufemenis, and that oi. female liberty. 

How, indeed, in -a nation wbich condemns a 
whole fex to feclufion, can the individuals do 
otherwife than live in an infulated way? How 
can an agreeable fociety be formed ? How can 
gaiety and pleafure be brought Into places which 
are not adorned by the prefcnce of the fair, and 
where their looks do not animate the fex whofe 
exiftence they were deftined to charm? Yes, I 
rauft pay them the tribute of this truth, that they 
are the fo,ul of all focial enjoyments, and that 
every thing languishes without the fphere of 
their delightful influence. How pure is this 
bomage, and how much force does the truth by 
which it is di&ated acquire, when a man has 

K 3 been. 
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been feveral months in China deprived of the 
happinefs they diffufe over life ! 

I will venture to fay, that by means of their 
continual intercourfe with Europeans, the Chinefe 
of Canton are in general more civilized than the 
reft of the nation to whom that advantage Is de- 
nied j and this effett is circumfcribed even in 
Canton, where there are more perfons well in- 
formed, induftrious, and polite, than in all the 
reft of the Empire. 

At Pe-king, on the contrary, the rudenefs of the 
Tartars is ftill perceptible, although it would be 
natural to expe£t to meet with more urbanity 
there than in any other place in China. Perhaps> 
after all that has been publifhed in Europe con- 
cerning thatimmenfe country, my judgment may 
appear partial ; but I am determined to exhibit 
nothing in falfe colours, though I am not fure 
that the opinion of ray fellow-travellers will not 
accufe me of fometimes ufmg too delicate a pencil. 

This evening I was vifited by feveral Man- 
darins, who all allured me that my anfwer, and 
my demeanour, had much pleafed the Emperor j 
that he had fpoken of them to the Grandees of 
the Court ; and that fo much was faid about it, 

I that ( 
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that Poton 3s become the cant-word of the day. 
Every one congratulates me upon my Handing fo 
high in the good graces of the Emperor. Al- 
though this excefhVe honour can he of no fervice 
to me, I am far from being infenfible to fuch 
public teftimonies of the Emperor of China's 
good will towards me. 

The Ambaffador had requeued the Man- 
darins, our conductors, to offer, before the new 
year, to the three principal Minifters the prefenta 
which are intended for them, and which I had 
been putting in order this afternoon, in order 
that they might be taken away. But the Man- 
darins having been to enquire when this pre- 
fentation could take place, it appears that it is 
thought proper to defer it, fmce they came to 
tell me that we muft wait till a few days after 
that epoch. I have consequently packed them 
all up again. 

At half paft two this morning we were ready 
to fet off for court again. An hour afterwards, 
our conductor came to tell us that it would be 
wifer for us to wait at home, where it was warm, 
while he mould go to the palace to enquire if the 
firft day of the Chinefe year required our at- 
tendance. His Excellency was not at all pleafed 

R 4 Tsith 
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with this uncertainty becaufe he found it highly 
difagreeable to get out of a w arm bed at lb early 
an hour, and in fuch dreadful cold weather, and 
becaufe his health rendered him more fenfible to 
fuch difappointrnents. It is, however, poffible 
tha|: the Mandarins may not be to blame, fmce 
his Majefty fomelimes does not intimate his wHh 
to the laft moment, as we have already had oc- 
cafion to perceive. However this may be, we 
are going to celebrate the new year of theChinefe 
empire, by taking a little more reft. . 

Every thing was quiet in the capital the day of 
this anniverfary ; for the report of a few crackers 
between midnight and the break of day are not 
deferving of mention ; while at Canton fireworks 
are exhibited for a fortnight almoft without in- 
terrniflion. Perhaps this kind of ftlence is the 
effeft of the imprcffion made by the folar eclipfe 
that happens to-day, that event being a fubject of 
fadnefs and mourning to the whole Chinefe 
nation, and particularly to the Emperor. He 
retires into the interior of his palace, from which 
every one is excluded, and there bufies himfelf 
in fuperftitious practices, in favour of the fun or 
jnoon, in order that the light of the luminary 
gplipfed may be- retfored. 

S2d. This; 
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22(i. This day has alfo been very quiet : five 
are now elapfed fince I wrote to my.friend Gram- 
mont, whence it is natural to fuppofe that oar 
door is narrowly watched. Not one of" our 
Chinefe, even of thofe who ferve us as inter- 
preters,, are permitted to go out. 

It is thought that we ihall not be allowed to 
fee any Miffionary till we have had our audience 
of leaye of the Emperor, becaufe then we fhall no 
longer be able to make any reprefentation or re- 
,rnonftrances, fuppofing it to be our intention to 
do fo, 

Having this day made a prefent to one of the 
Mandarins, our conductors, for which he ex-? 
prefled his regret at having nothing to offer me, 
I talked to him on the above fubje£t, and begged 
him to enquire if it would not be poffible for us 
to fee the Miirjonarics, which would be both to 
them and us a real fatisfa£Hon. I affured him. 
that our converfation would be merely an inter- 
courfe of friendlhip, and the more fo, as I had 
been acquainted with three of them at Canton, 
I obferved to him befides, that if we fhould think 
any reprefen tat ions or complaints neceffary, we 
fhould addrefs them dire£tiy to the Voo-tchmig-tang, 
#nd not to perfons whom we well knew to have 

no 
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no intereft, and ftill lefs power, to fupport us in 
our proceedings. He understood my arguments 
perfe&Iy, and promifed me the information I de- 
fired, 

23 d. The new year has procured me the ho- 
nour of a vifit from feveral Mandarins, which' Is.' 
the only remarkable thing I have perceived. 

Our firfl: conductor from Canton having feiit 
for the articles of which his bedding was com- 
pofed, and which had remained at our hotel, the 
Chinefe guards fcrupuloufly examined each 
parcel as foon as it was without fide the doors — 
a proof that a perfect confidence is not placed in 
ns, and that we are, on the contrary, narrowly 
watched. How then can we hope to hear from 
the Miffionaries ? And how ftrange is fuch con- 
duct on the part of a nation in regard to an Am- 
baffador, to whom they affeflt to give public 
marks of consideration and efteem. 

We this morning received all the reft of our 
baggage, but in a moft deplorable ftate. Not a 
fingle article has efcaped undamaged. Every 
thing that was fragile is reduced to fragments. 
The veflels containing provifion, the cafes filled 
with liquor, are broken. In a word, it is a fpec- 

tacle 
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tack of deftruSion very painful to us j but which 
it behoves us to contemplate without murmuring, 
fince it is not in pur power to remedy it. 

About noon, the interpreter came to afit rae 
"how many perfons were to go to Yuen-ming-yuen- 
I gave him a lift to deliver to the Mandarins. 
This little excurfion will certainly be an agree- 
able recreation to us, fince fo much h$s beenfaid 
in praife of that magnificent fummer palace, part 
of which was ornamented in the European man- 
ner, about forty years ago, after the defigns> and 
under the dire£tton of Father Bcnoit, a French. 
MhTionary, 

25th. The two pieces of mechanifm have beeri 
carried to a houfe in the neighbourhood of our 
hotel, in order to their being repaired. A frefli 
attempt was made to give our mechanift three 
Chinefe watchmakers as affiftants, but he re- 
jected them again, becaufc it was impoffible for 
them and htm to understand one another, and 
perfifted in alking for the two Miflionaries, as a 
mean of fpeedily terminating the bufinefs. Great 
obftaclcs were ftarted in opposition to hisrequcft, 
and the permiffion of the Emperor was deemed 
previously rieceflary. As his Majefty is much oc- 
cupied at this moment, I propofed my watting 

upon 
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upon the Nda-fan-tayen, to whom I could give an 
account of what was pairing,' with explanations 
fo well fitted to tranquillize him in regard to our 
communicating with the Miffionaries 3 that I 
made no doubt of removing all fear. As I was 
' obftinate in my refolufion, I was told in anfwer 
that my defigrt would be intimated to that 
officer ; but/ 1 plainly faw that it was con- 
sidered as a thing exceedingly unpleafant for the 
Mandarin who had been charged with the con- 
veyance of the pieces of mechanifrn from Canton. 
Thofe 3 however, who had been our two firft con- 
ductors, and who were prefent at this difcuffion, 
were tHemfelvesof opinion that it would be highly 
proper that I fhould fpeak to the Naa-fan-tayen, 

The firft conductor recommended me to pro6t 
by this opportunity in order to prevail upon the 
]$f<z&-fan-tayen to requeft of the Prime Minifter, in 
the AmbafTador's name, that we might return by 
water rather than over land, and thus be fpared 
ifcie fatigue incident to fo tedious a route. 

The fame Mandarin told me alfo, that it was 
already fome time fmce the Emperor had dif- 
patched orders to Canton to exempt the fhip that 
brought his Excellency to China from the ton- 
nage, culiom-houfe, and failing duties ; a piece 

of 
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of information very agreeable to me, as by means 
of this indulgence the Embafly would coft the 
Dutch Company very little j and I confidered it 
as fo much the more fortunate > becaufe being 
bound by the oath exacted from us at Cantoa 
by the Mandarins, to confine our Embafly to 
mere congratulations, it was out of our power to 
folicit any thing at Pe-king ; thanks to that official 
intrigue. And who knows whether means would 
not have been invented to fmftrate our intended 
journey to court, if, inftead of fubfcribing to 
fuch a declaration, we had refufed to comply 
with their demand ? 

Our fecond conductor," it is true, had men- 
tioned to me the ctrcumiiance of the exemption 
of duties a few days ago ; but I did not give en- 
tire ciedit to him, although I thought it natural 
that the fame favour fliould be fliewn to out Clip 
as to the Englith Company's veflel the Mindoftan, 
which was exempted from all duties laft year in 
confequence of its having brought Lord Macart- 
ney's fjite and the prefents intended for the 
Emperor. My preemption mdeed was not un- 
reafoaable, finee we were told, over and over 
again, that we were held in much higher efteem 
than the English Embafly. It is alfo juft that the 
Chinefe Monarch fhould give fome proofs of 

mag- 
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magnanimity, when he receives testimonies of 
the high confideration he infpires, and of Euro- 
pean generofity. And this facrifice ought to coft 
him the left, when the homage paid him from 
tike extremities of the globe is witneffed by the 
envoys of neighbouring nations, who can teftify 
that the renown of the Chinefe Empire extends 
to the mod diftant people upon earth. 

The Dutch Embafly will cofl; the Imperial 
treafury at leaft eighty thoufand taeh (fix hun- 
dred thoufand livres, or 'twenty-five thoufand 
pounds), all the expences of our journey from 
Canton to Pe-kmg and back again, befides thofe 
of carriage,' being defrayed by the government. 
But is that paying too dear for this tribute of 
refpe&ful affe&ion. 

s6th. About the hour of noon, the Naa-fan- 
tayen came to our hotel and paid a vifit to the* 
Ambaffador, who converfed with him on a va- 
riety of fubje&s. His Excellency begged hirn to* 
thank the iMrae Mlnifter for the favour which he 
had inclined the Emperor to grant, of exempting 
from all duties the Ihip that brought him to* 
China, and to afk, as a new mark of khidnefs, 
that we might return by water, in order to avoid 
the great fatigue we had experienced in our way 
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,to Pe-kmg. The Mandarin promifed to execute 
both thefe commiffions. 

The Ambaffador added, that our mechanic 
■would put to rights the interefting pieces of me- 
chanifm we had brought with us j but that he 
ftill required the afiiftance of one or two Mif- 
fionaries, it not being poffible for him to avail 
himfelf of the fervices of the Chinefe, whofe 
language he does not underftand. The Naa-fan- 
tayen made anfwer, that the Miffionaries were 
employed at that moment ; but that they fhould 
come and affift M. Petit Pierre in a few days. 

The Ambaffador, fhewing this Mandarin a 
iuperb filver temple, entreated hira to offer it, in 
his name, to the Voo-tchong-tang, as a teftimony 
of his efteem. He confented to make the offer, 
but added that the Prime Minifter would refufe 
the temple, as well as every other prcfent, be- 
caufe it would ill become him to accept any 
thing from perfons who had undertaken fo long 
and fatiguing a journey in order to pay their 
refpc&s to the Emperor. Neither would any 
other Mandarin confent to receive prefents 
without an exprefs permimon. from his Majefty. 

This 
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This converfation being finifhed, the Mafi- 
darin, after taking leave of his Excellency, came 
into my apartment to look at fomething or other, 
and I afterwards attended him as far as the ftreet 
door. 

Shortly after dame one of our court conduc- 
tors to acquaint the Ambaffador and me that we 
are to repair to the palace to-morrow morning 
at three o'clock, in order to be prefent when 
his Majefty fets off for the temple to offer his 
annual tribute to the Almighty, in quality of 
Sovereign Sacrificer of the whole Empire. As 
his Majefty is to pafs four and twenty hours at 
the temple, he added that it would be neceffary 
to be alfo at the palace the day after to-morrow, 
when he is to return. - 

T alfo learned from him that we, as well as all 
the perfons who are to accompany us, are to 
hold ourfelves in readinefs to fct off for Yuen- 
ming-yuen about the 1 8th of the moon (the 30th 
of this month), his Majefty wiflnng to give us a 
reception peculiarly gracious, and to ihew us 
every thing curious that the place contains. 

I communicated all thefe things to the Am- 
baflador, 

27th. Although; 
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27th. Although we were prepared at the hour 
Appointed yefterday, it was nevertheless half paft 
five when we fet offfor the palace. We were con- 
duced to the fourh Square 1 where I Was on the: 
19th of this month} and were deSired to walk 
into one pf the apartments fituated under the 
lateral galleries, where we remained till Seven- 
o'clock, when, we were taken back to thjs 
Square. 

The day-light at the time Iaft-mentioned af- 
fording me a good view of it, I obferved that the 
building oppofite the fouth gate of the palace 
is neither more nor lefs than the great gate of 
the fouth external wall, which, according to the 
iignification of its name Uum-moetiy has five paf- 
fagesv The middle one is the loftieft and wideft. 
The lateral ones next to it, although Smaller than 
this, are however much larger than the two ajt 
the fides. The building that I took before for the 
gate of the temple of the Emperor's ancestor's, 
is nothing but a gate leading to a Square or ef- 
planade to the eaftward, in which that temple is 
fituated. I could now perceive the rooS of it 
overlooking the edifices that ftand on the weft 
fide, as well as the trees by which it 13 Sur- 
rounded* 

Vol, LSI alfo 
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I alio perceived that this eaftern gate is exa&ly 
in front of that to the weft by which we entered, 
and that they were fimilar and fymrnetrical 

buildings. 

On the fquare fouth of the palace ftand two 
bafes or pedeftals of marble fupporting four fiiort 
columns. On the capital of the eaftern one is a 
machine which Jflhews the age of the moon, while 
upon that to the weft is a circular dial with two 
faces. It is inclined, and fo contrived, that at 
fun-rife the hours are marked by the projection of 
the gnomon upon the under fide ; but when the 
fun has gained a greater elevation, the time of 
the day is indicated upon the upper furface. 

This fquare or court yard, which is very long, 
is entirely paved ; but with this peculiarity, that 
in the crofs formed by the two lines which lead 
to the four gates looking to the four cardinal 
points of the compafs, the pavement, compofed 
of large hewn ftones, is raifed five inches above 
the reft of the fquare, upon a width of twenty- 
five feet. 

At half paft feven the Emperor arrived in his, 
habit of Sovereign Sacrifices He was feated in 
a very large and very lofty chair, made in the 

ihapc 
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ihape of a temple, and carried by two and 
thirty Coulis. This chair was followed by 
his ufual palanquin. ^ We performed no other 
ceremony than that of kneeling down at 
the moment that his Imperial Majefty was 
pacing by. 

The Monarch was preceded by a long train of 1 
fervants on horfeback, each of whom carried 
fomething of ufc to him, either for his perfon or 
the ceremony he was about to perform, In the 
iarft place was a yellow folding chair, and a low 
table of the fame kind, both richly gilt ; then 
two great vafes of wrought gold ; two boxes 
full of betel; fopr great dilhes or deep bafons* 
and two more boxes containing perfumes, the 
whole alfo of gold. Each of the beaters of thefc 
various things had a ftrap which paired round 
Ins necki and which ferved him to hold them by* 

In this ceremony the Emperor has fome re- 
femblance to the High Prieft of the Jews, who 
entered once a year, dreflfed with the greateft 
magnificence, into the Holy of Holies, there to 
offer an expiatory facrifice in the name of tho 
whole Hebrew nation. 

Si The 
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The procefllon took the road of the externa} 
fbiith gate, but before his Majefty had reached it, 
we Were taken away and re-condu£ted to our 
lodgings. 

After paffing through the weftern gate, on the. 
outfide of which is a large paved court, I re- 
marked exa£rly iri front of it a place walled 
round, with a gate of three paffages, clofed by 
folding doors painted red, and ftuck full of large 
brafs nails. In this inclofure is a building, 
which I prefurne to be dedicated to the philo- 
ibpher 'Kong-fouitfa (Confucius), becaufe I pre- 
eeived above the wall feveral roofs of temples 
furrounded with trees. 

North of this inclofed fpace is a very wide 
canal, running eaft and weft, and another ftill 
wider under the weftern walls of the palace, be- 
ginning at the weft gate and running northward 
for at leaft a r mile. 

- It was- about eight o'clock when we returned 
to our hotel.' About half an hour afterwards a 
ptiefent was brought us from the Emperor for 
our brcakfaft, confifting of a difh of cold boiled 
meat, and a plate of balls of meal, boiled 
alfo. This prefent will appear ftill more incre- 
dible 
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flible if I enter into farther details. The meat 
confirmed of a bit of the ribs, upon which there 
was hardly the thicknefs of half an inch of lean 
flefh ; a fmall bone of the lhoulder with fcarcely 
any meat upon it at all ; and four or five other 
bones belonging to the back or feet of a flieep, 
and appearing to have been already gnawed. 
AH this difgufting collection was upon a dirty 
difhj and feemed rather fitting for the meal of a 
dog than the repaft of a man. In Holland, the 
worft of beggars would receive a more cleanly- 
pittance at an hofpital; and yet it is a mark of 
honour (hewn by an Emperor to an Ambaffador ! 
Perhaps it was even the leavings of the Monarch, 
and in that cafe, according to the opinion of the 
Chinefe* it was the greater!; favour that could be 
conferred, fince we had it in our power to gnaw" 
the bone that his Majefty hail begun to clean. I l 
Ihould certainly have preferred partaking of any 
other dainty bit rather than this unfavoury frag- 
ment. From this trait the reader may form an 
idea of the civility of the people of China, The 
Emperor is nb doubt ignorant of thefe difgufting 
proceedings j but at any rate the maitres d 'hotel 
fhould take care that his prefents appear, in a 
more cleanly fhape, efpeciajly when they are in- 
tended for foreigners. 

S3 On 
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On the other hand it appears that all this is 
the effeft of cuftom, for they pay quite as little '- 
attention to cleanlinefs in the other details of the 
table. When there is any want of plates or 
difhes they do nothing but turn thofe that have 
teen already ufed, in order to throw the remnants 
Upon the firfi: table that comes to hand, -without / 
troubling themfelves about its being clean or 
dirty. Such is the politenefs of the officers of a, 
cburt where one of the raoft important tribunals 
Js that of ceremonies, 

Our Mechanift, Petit Pierre, began this day to . 
repair the handfome pieces of mechanifm that 
have been injured. That young man is really 
very fkilful in every thing belonging to media-* 
nics and watch making. 

38th, His Excellency and X repaired to the 
palace at four o'clock in the morning, and ftai4 
there in the fame apartment as yeftcrday till fix, 
when we were conduced to the Couth fquare. 
The Emperor was nqt long before he made his 
appearance in his way back from the Temple of 
Heaven,, which is fituated at the fouthern ex-* 
tremity of the fuburbs at ten li (a league's) dif. 
tance from the palace. He was \x\ his u.fua,l 
palanquin, carried by fixteen Couth, and repaired 

immediately 
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immediately to his apartments. We then re- 
tired, and at feven o'clock got back to our hotel. 

It would be not a Httle irkfome to European 
• courtiers if the princes there adopted the cuftom 
of giving their audience and expediting affairs 
of ftate at the break of day. It is probable that 
their levees would not be Co much crouded as at 
prefent, and that the fame difplay of luxury 
would not be feen on the part of thofe who only 
go that they may be able to fay they have ap- 
peared at court. 

I am far myfelf from approving of the Chinefe 
cuftom. In fummer, indeed, it may not be found 
difagreeable to rife before the fun, and thus avoid 
the heat of his rays; but how hard is it in 
winter, and in the middle of the night, when 
the cold is fevere and piercing, to leave a warm 
bed to go and encounter the inclemency of the 
air. It is, accordingly, with extreme repug- 
nance that we fubmit to this neceffity to which 
we are here condemned. 

Neither upon this occafion, nor during any of 
the other ceremonies at which the Emperor was 
prefent, did I ever fee a military guard. There 
is not even a guard-houfe at the gates of the 

S 4 palace! 
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palace, which are entrufted to the fole care of a 
little Mandarin and a faw other individuals ap- 
pointed for that purpofe. Any one would natui 
rally expeft to find a fmalj army in the Imperial 
residence, but he will fee nothing like it. ■ I can, 
affirm, that in all my walks through the city I 
never met with any thing military except a, 
fmall guard-houfe, occupied by ten foldiers, 
under the command of an officer, who falls into, 
the ranks bimfelf, as ferjeants do in Holland, 
'At the gates of the city there are a perhaps, thirty 
or forty men, commanded by an officer of higher 
rank, 

I was not a little ftfrprized to fee fo few 
troops, after having been affured laft year, by 
one of the perfons of the Englifh Embaffy (Cap- 
tain Mackintoth) that the effective army of the 
Chinefe empire amounted to eighteen hundred 
thoufand men. Perhaps it is requifite to go into 
Tartary to fee them 3 for I fought in vain during 
my journey to difcover a fuffieicnt number to, 
juftify my adopting any fuch eftimate. 

In the cities of the firfl: and fecond order we 

found as many as two hundred and fifty foldiers, 

and in thofe of the third order feldom more than 

'half the number. This calculation is founded 

4 upoo, 
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tipon- the whole garrifon turning out under arms 
Jn the cities we went through ; and in thofe that 
we only approached* all the military were in 
like manner drawn up while we parTed, in-order 
to add to the parade of our reception* Reason- 
ing upon thefe data, drawn from circumftanceg 
in. which it was more natural for the Chinefe to 
feek to add to than diminiih their difplay of 
force, and taking into the account all the cities 
of the three orders, all the forts, and all the milL- 
tary ports of the fifteen provinces of the Chinefa 
empire, we fhould' hardly fuppofe at the outfide 
more than eight hundred thoufand men. 

Yefterday and to-day there were at leaft two 
hundred horfemen mounted, who either pre- 
ceded or followed the Emperor, but they were 
confufedly mixed with the reft of the proceffion. 
In the number was a feore of archers, con- 
founded alfo with the other individuals. The 
reft of the train confided of Mandarins and of 
fcrvants of the Emperor, 

This court is then the only one even in Afia 
■where the chief of the nation is not furrounded 
and prote$ed by a formidable military guard. 
The confidential guards of the Emperor of China 
are eunuchs, who alone are charged with the 

protection 
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protection and police of the interior of the pa- 
lace ; of that place where he is really ddmefti- 
cated with his wives and children. 

As to the horfes, of which during thefe few 
days paft we have feen a great number, I cannot 
forbear making them the fubjeft of a few ob- 
ferrations. 

They are very numerous in the northern pro-. 
vinces of China, but they are in general fin all, 
A horfe of tolerable lize is an uncommon thing, 
and a truly handfome horfe a rarity. This want 
of beauty in the horfe is perhaps attributable to 
the little care the Chinefe take of the fpecies. 
They are very feldora either rubbed down, ■ 
wafhed, or curry-combed. The faddle is put 
upon them in the dirty ftate they are in when 
they, come out of the ftables, which are alfo kept 
in very bad order. J have feen fome of the prin- 
cipal Mandarins mount a horfe without caring 
whether he were drefled or not. I have fome- 
times even remarked that the horfe's tail was 
clotted with dirt, which adhered the more 
ftrongly owing to the froft, and which it was not 
thought worth while to remove. From thefe 
.facts I am led to conclude that this valuable 
animal is here abandoned to himfelf, and that his 

nourishment; 
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sourifhrnent is no more than fufficient to enable 
him to work. My reader will then, no doubt, 
be of opinion with me, that the fate of a horfe 
in China is exceedingly hard. 

Palanquins are veryunfrequent.in the capital; 
few make ufe of them except the principal M> 
nifters of ftate and the great Mandarins, when 
they go out of Pe-khg. The ufual vehicle is a 
fmall cart,, with only room for one perfon. It is 
drawn by a fingle horfe, and the upper part is 
covered with blue or black {tuff. The Royal 
Family itfelf, and the Grandees of the Empire, 
make ufe of fimilar carts, but they are then co- 
vered with cloth of an olive-green colour. The 
entrance is almoft always in front, and the feat is 
nothing more than a cuffiion laid flat at the 
bottom of the carriage. 

The private carts of the Mandarins have gene- 
rally a little door at the fide. Thefe carriages 
are not calculated for any but Chinefe. To 
Europeans they are exceedingly fatiguing, owing 
to the continual jumps they make over the pave- 
ment. I get into them as feldom as poffible f 
chufing rather to walk when I am going no 
farther than the palace, Many Mandarins, par- 
ticularly of the military clafs, make ufe of faddAe 

horfe? 
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borfes inftead of carts, whether going to courts? 

•flfewhere, 

This morning his Majefty fent us a piece of 
raw pork for our table. At noon, or thereabout, 
the Jtfm-fan-tayen waited upon his Excellency to 
thank him, in the name of the Prime Minifter, 
for his offer of prefents., and to intimate that he 
cannot accept them. His Excellency upon this 
obferved to the Mandarin, that as thefe prefents 
were fent by the Stadtholder and the Dutch 
Company, the refufal of thera would be a fort of 
difgrace to its ; and that we therefore requefted 
him to repeat this obfervation to the Voo-tchong* 
fang, and to entreat him anew to receive the 
prefents, more especially as at the time of the 
former Dutch Embalhes they had not been re- 
filled by the then Prime Minifter. 

The Naa-fan-tayeti promifed to execute onr 
commiflion, though well aflured that it would be 
of no avail, becaufo, according to him, neither 
the Voo-ichottg-tang nor any other Mimfter will 
confent to receive any thing whatever, but 
would rather offer us fomething as a tcftimony 
of their gratitude for the trouble we have taken, 
and the fatigue we have undergone during the 
Embaffy, 

This 
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This Mandarin, after having taken leave of 
the Ambanador, had a ihort converfatiou with 
M. Petit Pierre concerning watches. He then 
went away attended by me again as far as th§ 
inner door. 

In the afternoon we 1 were informed that it 
would be neceffary to go to-morrow morning, at 
four o'clock, to the palace, in order to breakfair. 
in the Emperor's apartments. We had alfo. 
notice to hold ourfelves in readinefs to fet off 
the day after to-morrow at noon for Yaw*, 
tpmg-yuen, 

29th. We fet off for the palace at four o'clock, 
being conveyed in little carts to a fmall diftance 
beyond the noble ftone bridge of which I made 
mention on the 10th and nth of this month* 
There we took the fouth fide of the flreet, op- 
pofite a great gate with three paffages, clofed by 
folding doors painted red, and ornamented with. 
brafs knobs. Having paffed through this gate, 
we found ourfelves in a large fquare planted 
with cedars and other trees, under which wc 
Walked for fome time. We were then con- 
ducted to a Httle apartment near a pagoda, there 
to wait the Emperor's coming. 

When 
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When it was broad day-light, but before the 
fifing of the fun,' we were defired to leave that 
apartment m order to go into a little garden* 
■whefe the ground was entirely prepared for cul- 
tivation. There we waited near a large and 
magnificent building till the Monarch mould 
appear. 

I foott perceived that we were in the fatflft 
place where we had feen the fkaters perform 
their exercife on the 1 4th, but we Were to-^-day 
to the weftward of the frozen pond, inftead of 
being to the fouth-eaft. We perceived a few 
ikaters upon the ice. 

Soon after fun-rife the Emperor came in his 
common chair, carried by eight Coulis. While he 
was paffing we knelt down, but without faluting 
him. His Majefty, thus carried, entered the 
building, where he was received by the two 
principal Minifters, wbo had arrived on horfe- 
Back fome time before. 

We were then conduced towards a great 
flight of fteps on the eaftern fide of the building, 
which led us towards a paved fquare, fituated 
fouth of ifc, and entirely furrounded by a ftone 
"fcalufbrade, having to the fouth three flights of 

fteps, 
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fteps, which ferve as a defcent into the garden. 
The building, which is two ftories high, is ex- 
actly fimilar to that which is fituated in the in- 
terior of the palace, and which I defcribed to the 
reader on the zpfh of this month. The faloon, 
called Tfe-qmn-cok, the throne and the inftru- 
ments of mufic, all retraced the idea of the 
former place. The preparations were alfo the 
fame, as well as the manner of placing the 
guefts and their little tables, except that to-day, 
inftead of fifty dimes, they could only boaft of 
four, namely, rice, broth, bones of meat, and 
"balls of meal. 

The Emperor having feated himfelf upon hh 
throne, all the guefts paid him the falute of 
honour, and afterwards fat down upon their 
cufhions. After having ate fometMng his Ma* 
jetty knt a fmall dim from his table to us in 
particular. It contained cakes of meal, which I 
found excellent. 

While we were eating, a vocal and in(tru> 
mental concert was executed. Among the 
fingers I remarked a very ftout man, whofe voice 
was the deepeft bafs I ever heard in my life, 
while the purity of the found was aftonifliing. 
He reminded me that I had heard about thirty 

years 
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years ago, at Amfterdam, three famous X<iw$t 
brothers, one of whom was very celebrated for 
his bafs voice j but this Chiaefe furpaffed hint 
Yery much. 

- The repair, being over, a cup of the milk of 
beans [Gatfang) was' brought to each gueft, but 
'it was fo burnt that it was impoffibje to drink it. 
Soon after the Corean Ambaffadors and we were 
deiired to rife in order to approach the throne, 
oppofite which we repeated the ceremonies per- 
formed on the 20th. We received from the 
hands of the Emperor a cup of Chinefe Samfou t 
after which his Excellency and I made the falute 
of honour with our hats on. 

As foon as we had refumed our feats fome 
"buffoons entered, among whom was a little boy 
who performed upon the top of a bamboo the 
only tricks defervmg of notice. 

Shortly after his Majcfty rofe, and retired 
towards the palace. We were then defired to 
walk down the fouth fteps into the garden, 
where a large yellow tent was pitched over three 
long tables. On thefe tables- were wooden 
trays containing prefents for all the Envoys 
who affified at the , entertainment. They 

were 
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were diftributed by the three firft Colaos or 
Minifters of State, and delivered to each of us 
individually. 

I faw to-day, for the firft time, among fhof? 
Minifters the Aa-tckong-tang, who is fo far ad» 
vanced in years that his beard is entirely white. 

To the prefents made us one was added for 
Prince the Stadtholder. It is a kind of Chinefe 
fceptre made of a beautiful tranfparent green 
ftone, resembling agate, and called by the Chinefe 
Fitz-any. This curiofity of admirable workman- 
ship, and the highefl: poKfli, valued at two thou- 
sand dollars, was accompanied by fifty-five rolls 
of different kinds of filk, which were delivered to 
the Ambaflador. He then received for himfelf 
twenty-five rolls of fluffs of various qualities ; X 
had eight ; there were forty more for the 6ve 
gentlemen in the fuite of the Embafly j and alfo 
feventy-two pieces of Paitche (thin filk) ; and 
feventy-two pieces of Nam-king for the Mechanifr 
and the feventeen foldiers and fervants. A falute 
of honour expreifed our thanks, and then the- 
whole was delivered to the Mandarins, our con* 
tlu&ors, in order that they might take care to 
convey it to our hotel. 

The ceremony being over the Voo-nfang-tattg 
Voi«. I. T caufed 
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caufed it to be intimated to us, that his Majeftjr 
had ordered the Naa~Jan~tayep. to take us to fee 
fome of the temples and edifices within the pre-? 
cin£ts of the palace. We defired.the interpreter 
to exprefs our grateful feelings for this favour of 
the Emperor, and fet off under the guidance of 
the obliging Mandarin,, 

We went back over the bridge, which I have 
feveral times had occafion to mention, and to the 
northward of which we entered the palace by an 
immenfe gate, 

We were conducted in the firfl: place toward? 
the temple of Houing-on-tfu, the great God of the 
Lamas, ; a feci: of which the prefent Emperor is, 
the declared protector. This temple confifts of 
two edifices, one fituated at the foot of a mount,, 
the other on its fummit. The nrft is built in 
the Chinefe fafhion, and the fecond according to 
the tafte of the Lamas> that is to fay, that its 
fquare bafement is furmounted by a lofty cir- 
cular dome, which is itfelf terminated by a long 
pyramid of excellent workmanship, and ending 
in a point, the extremity of which is covered by 
a crefcent. The idol placed in the lower temple 
\s of great height, gilt all over, and fitting upon a 
cushion, l\ is $, coloffal ftatue, the face expreff- 

im* 
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Sng pleafure and gaiety, the chara£teriftics of the 
idol of fenfualifcy among the Chinefe. 

From the .t-emple fituated at the foot of the 
^aount we proceeded through a door in the back 
part to a flight of a hundred, and twenty fteps of 
gentle afcenr, wliidi led us fa> the upper temple. 

. On" all fides of the fquare bafement which 
Supports the dome of the latter is a large gallery, 
iurrounded by a baluftrade. From this point 
of iight the eye difcovers without obftacle the 
vaft extent of Ve-kmg, of which the profpe£t is 
really furprifmg, both on account of the iramenfe 
fpace covered by the .city, and of the view af- 
forded by the whole of the palace, and by an. 
infinite number of edifices and buildings of all 
kinds. Unfortunately it was a very early houjr 
of the morning, and a thick fog arofe, which 
prevented our feeing fo well as we could have 
ivifhed. Bcfides tbere was no proportion 
between the time required to examine every 
thing, and that which we were permitted to 
employ. It was from this elevated fpot that \ 
perceived for the firft time, that the lodging af* 
jGgned to us is within the outer walls of the palace-. 

We were defired -to remark from the gallery 

#f tfoe upper temple the plaqe where the hit 

X £ Emperor 
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■Emperor of the Chinefe dynafty hung himffelf. 
It is a little rifing ground or mount, fituatecf 
within the fecond inclofure of the palace, and 
called King-tchmg. Oh the fumrnit of this rHing 
ground, over the tomb of the unfortunate .Mc^ 
narcb, an open hexagonal pavilion has been built. 

The outfide of the fquare bafement of the pa- 
goda of Houin-m-tfu is entirety coated with; bricks, 
exhibiting figures in relief, in the roidfl of which 
5s a deep niche containing the image of a Jos^ m. 
bajfo-velievo. The bricks have a ■ green 'edging* 
but the niche and image are yellow, The whole 
appears to be enamelled. . Hence the reader may 
judge , of the magnificent appearance made by 
the whole edifice. 

Within the temple itfelf, which is formed by 
this fcjuare, Itands upon an altar an idol monftroua 
in its form, but of fmall ftature, fince it is not 
jnore than five feet high. Its head is mifhapen, 
and it has a number of arms and legs of bronze* 
caft altogether in a mafterly manner. Before the 
dltar are four fluffed tygers in a .fitting pofture ; 
and along the walls are fufpended bows, arrows, 
and other attributes of hunting. The door, the 
pillars, and the window-frames of the temple 
are of bronze likewife, and are embelliihed by 
%$\ ui away highly, deferring of praife. 

Above 
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Above tijis fquare edifice fiands, as I have 
already faid, the dome, the bottom of which is of 
lefs extent than the fquare bafement itfelf, and 
which, after a contraction or neck, rifes, in- 
creafing in fize, and terminates in a fe&tion of a 
fphere. On the centre of this dome ftands a 
bronze fpire or point, ornamented with a fef- 
toon, furmounted by a crefcent, richly gilt. 

After having admired all thefe details, andevery 
thing elfe about this temple, and after having 
indulged our eyes with a view of fuch a variety 
of objects, we proceeded along a private roadj 
made at the back of the hill, in which we now 
and then met with pieces of rock. It brought 
us to a third temple of Chinefe conftructionj con* 
taining a female idoL 

Upon quitting this laft temple, we were de- 
fired to feat ourfelves upon a fled, which carried 
us acrofs the ice to another edifice. This is of 
a circular form, and built upon the margin of 
the water, with an open gallery, commanding a 
noble view when the eye is directed acrofs the 
pond, which is here of confiderable width, to 
feveral buildings erected on the oppofite'^iie. 

I obferved befidea five pavilions fituated oA 

the pond, all magnificent ftructures. The middle, 
T 3 and 



»7& V0YAG2 OF THE DUTCH 

and principal one, has a roof of thrJt divifiao^ 
or ftories terminating in a point. The two pa* 
viHons next this centre one have double roofs, 
while the two others have fing-Ie roofs of an acute- 
fornr. Like that of the middle pavilion, all thefc 
roofs are richly ornamented, and covered with. 
yellow varnifhed tiles. In fhort,. the whole ap- 
pearance of thefe five pavilions, exquifitely gilt,, 
and embelHflied with red and green varnifti, 'is 
truly extraordinary. It is there that the Em- 
peror goes in the fummer with his wives to fifh r 
or to be prefent at fome party of pleafure. The 
middle pavilion is deftined folely for the Em- 
peror, while the four others are inhabited by his- 
wives, the courtiers, and the other perfons in 
his Majefly's fervice. Thefe pavilions- are called 
Unm- hng-thang. 

On quitting the circular building, we returned 
to the fled, which conveyed us again acrofs the 
lake. When we reached the other fide we got 
out in order to vifit another temple, called Kik- 
hk-tfay-kay. In the centre of it is an artificial 
rock, the top of which afcends to the roof, while 
its bafe covers the greater part of the inner fur- 
face of the temple. This rock is planted with 
trees, and is embeDifhcd with arti6cial flowers* 
A great number of Jos are placed in cavities left 
in different parts ; while a winding and narrow 

patfe 
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path leads through the (tones, by irregular ftepsj 
to the fummit, where Hands the principal idol 
reprefenting a woman. 

We afcended to the top of the rock, and found 
it much higher than we had imagined. Another 
path, leading alfo round the rock, but in a 
contrary direction, brought us down again. It 
muft be confefied that this imitation exactly re- 
fembles nature ; that every part of it difcovers 
good tafte j and that it is very well worth feeing; 

Thence we were conducted to the temple Man' 
fat-ten, which is three ftories high, each of them 
confifting of an immenfe room full of altars and 
Idols. This temple is called the pagoda of ten 
thoufand idols. Among the principal gilt ftatues 
Handing upon altars there are three in each ftory, 
exceedingly large, and fix fmaller. The wall? 
all round the temple are full of little niches ; and 
in every niche, as well as between the fteps, is 
the image of a Jos, in bronze* about fix inches 
high. This temple is then not a little extra- 
ordinary, and has a fmgular efFecb upon the eye. 

We examined the three ftories with a great 

deal of attention, and found the edifice to be of 

fconfiderable elevation* The upper ftory fe as> 

handforae as the lower, except that the latter 

T4 can 
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can boaft of two beautiful towers, about fever?- 
teen or eighteen inches high. They are made of 
dark-coloured wood, and . are wrought with ad- 
mirable delicacy and ikill, the plates and orna- 
ments of filver, with which they are enriched,, 
making a very pie ami g contraft with the colour 
of the wood. They are placed on the ground 
in two angles of the. room. 

In each room or ftory, oppofite the altar, are 
vafes of bronze of the raoft finiflied workman- 
ibip, with perfumes burning in them. There 
are other vafes alfo intended for religious cere 1 - ' 
monies, andhighly defer-ving the attention of the. 
-eurious. 

We quitted this temple^ in order to go to that 
called Tay-fay-tin, where the principal image re- 
prefents a woman fitting, and is more than thirty 
cobidos high*. Its head is compofed of an af- 
femblage of fix faces, turned fix different ways j, 
while, from two well proportioned arms, proceed- 
five hundred other arms on each fide. Above- 
the head, or rather the heads is a pyramid which 
appears to contain, at leaft,. five hundred little- 
heads. 

Before and upon the fides of the altar are twe» 
* About tiurtpfiye French, feetr (FrrEJ.) 



towers^ 
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towers, {landing on the ground, fuperior, in 
beauty, to thofe of the temple of ten tboufand 
idols. Like them they are o&agonal, and of 
nine ftories, but are made of bronze, and, as -we 
were allured, caft in a fingle piece. They are 
fix feet and a half diameter at their bafe, and 
about fifteen feet high. The work is open, with 
chafed ornaments, and a thoufand curious de- 
tails. They are fo highly fmifhed that the moffc 
fkilful European arthl: might be proud of having 
executed them, fuppofing them even to confift 
of feveral pieces. 

By the fide of thefe towers are alfo two pretty 
large temples of bronze, ornamented infide and! 
out with beautiful chafed work, and with ftones, 
fuitable to facred purpofes*, which, as well as the 
temples themfelves, would be well worthy the at- 
tention of the moft fkilful artift. 

The confccratcd veifels of bronze for the ufe 
of the temples are, in general, admirably 
Wrought in bas relief, and with fo much delicacy 
in the details, that to difcover all their beauties, 
it is neceffary to examine them clofely, and with 
the moft fcrupulous attention. AH the pagoda* 
contain a great number of thofe veffels. 

* Bts pkrrts analogues a Vnfo^t 4tf tempkh 

We 
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We afterwards afcended, by a ftaircafe, to the 
fecond ftory, which only forms a kind of gallery^ 
becaufe the coloflal idol of which I have juft 
fpoken rifes above ir, and palies through the 
middle of the floon 

Upon the whole, thefe temples* both within 
and without, are decorated with a richnefs bor- 
dering upon profufion. The ornaments of fculp- 
- ture are covered with fuch brilliant gilding, and 
fuch lively colours, that they are aftonithingly 
fplendid and ' magnificent. His Excellency ac- 
cordingly confeffed that he had never feen any 
thing either fo beautiful, or fo fumptuous, in the 
temples of Japan*. 

All the avenues which lead to thefe edificesy 
and all the intervals between them, are laid out 
with exquifite tafre. Sometimes we met with a 
rock ; fometimes with places full of ftones and 
pebbles j all thefe irregularities united, imitating 
thofe of nature-, with an art which no other nation 
can equal. 

In going from the fecond to the third temple, 

* The Dutch .Ambaflador, M. Tttzing, refided a long time 
in Japan, and even employed himfelf in acquiring information' 
Concerning that interesting country, tkc language of which lie 
Btt&rftands. (Fr.M4J 

w« 
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"mr paned under a great and beautiful triumphal 
arch, with three wide openings, fituated near the 
edge of the pond at the entrance of the pavedl 
court of the temple Tay-jay-ten. The fupports or 
pedeftals of this triumphal arch confift of large 
pieces of marble, feulptured in a rnafterly man* 
ner- The part which furmounts them, and which 
is of mafonry, is entirely covered with varnifti of 
different colours, feeming to indicate bricks o£ 
different tints, and harmonizing in the mot! agree- 
able manner. This triumphal arch is befides 
richly ornamented in parts with fculpture and 
gilding. It is covered with yellow varniflied tiles, 

Wc were abundantly convinced this morningv 
by the fight of fo many curious things, that China 
has formerly produced men of great genius, fup- 
pofmg that there be none alive at the prefent day. 

From the Iaft pagoda, we were taken back 
upon the fled, over the pond, towards the eaftem 
fide, where we aHghted. There the Naa-fim tayex 
took leave of us, and we returned on foot to our 
hotel, which wasnearer to the gate through which 
we paffed in our way to it, than to the fonth fide 
of the palace. It was half pall eleven when we 
returned after this entertaining excurfion. 

This favour of the Emperor is anpthsrmamfeft 

proof 
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proof that our Embafly is agreeable to him, fincg 
no trace is to be found in the hiftory of preceding 
ones of the like being ever granted to an Am- 
bafiador. The fame may be faid of our journey 
to-morrow to bis fummer palace, efpeciajly as the 
Monarch fets offhimfelf to pafs fome time there. 

We received notice to repair early to-morrow 1 
morning to the palace to fee his Majefty fet off, 
and to hold owfclves in readinefs to follow him 
in the afternoon. 

In paffing through the flreet to return to our 
lodgings, we perceived that yellow fand was 
already {brewing in it, and that it was preparing 
for the Emperor's paffage. 

Every day the flreets are fwept by a kind of 
imperial ilaves kept for that purpofe. There are 
no lefs than four fhoufand of them at Fe-Mng^ 
where they are highly neceffary to keep the city 
in a cleanly ftate. 

30th. At five o'clock in the morning, we got 
iato our little carts, which conveyed us beyond 
the bridge fomewhat farther than yefterday. 
We alighted, and went into the ftop of a dealer 
in furs, where we remained till day-break. We 
were then taken into the flreet, where, fhortly 
3 after, 
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after, we faw his Imperial Majefty pafs, "borne by 
eight Coulisy in his ufual fedan-chair. We knelt- 
down while he paffed,.and perceived by a look 
he caft upon us, that we were not unobferved. 

The Emperor's retinue was confiderable. He 
was followed by a great number of palanquins- 
and carts ; but the principal part of his train 
confided of men mounted on horfes and mules. 
The latter, in the environs of Pe-kingt are large 
and handfome animals, and appear to be in 
higher eftimation than horfes. 

After the crowd was gone by, we got into- 
our carriages again, in order to return to our 
hotel, whither the Mandarins came at an early 
hour to haften our departure for the country. 

Our baggage being already packed up it was 
fent off before us ; and having dined at noon, 
we fet off in little carts at one o'clock in the 
afternoon. 

Driving to the northward for about four 
minutes, we turned to the wcfLward at the corner 
of our ftreet, and pafled the bridge. After going 
a little way round we entered a Jong ftreet, and, 
going a full trot ftill to the weftward for a quarter' 
of an hour, parted the outer gate of the palace- 
called the gate of Tfay-otu 

As 
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As foon as out of this gate, we turned again to 
the north, and drove down a ftreet wide anif 
ftraight like the laft, and paved in .the middle. 
At the end of fifteen minutes we turned a corner, 
entered another ftreet, and, driving to the wefc- 
wsrd, found ourfelves in fifteen minutes more at 
tfie gate of the city called the gate of Tfay-chec: 
Thus in fifty minutes were we conveyed from our 
Kotfil to the extremity of the city. 

In the laft ftreet but one, we met fix great 
•elephants coming into Pe-king, having almoft all 
long but flender teeth. They were a prefent fent 
to Hs Majefty by a great Mandarin refiding on 
the weftern frontiers. 

Beyond the gate of TJay dec the ftreets of 
the fuburbs are not fpacious, but on each hand 
ate as handfome Chops as in the interior of the 
city. The fronts of moft of them are ornamented 
with exquifite carved-work, refplendent with 
gliding of the richeft kind; On both fides of the 
way are alfo tents, in which haberdafhers and 
other tradefmen expofc all forts of wares to the 
view of the public* 

In thefe ftreets there were a great many 
women. We alfo met with a considerable num- 
ber in little carts, feme of whom were very 
agreeable in perfon* 

I thought 
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I thought I perceived that many of thefp young- 
ladies were upon an amorous pilgrimage : in the 
firft place, becaufe they had an old duenna fitting 
at the fore part of the cart, and alfo becaufe at the 
moment our carriages were pafling one another, 
they fuffered themfelves to be looked at with.A 
freedom equal to the curiofity with which they 
gazed upon us. They even lifted up entirely 
the curtain in the front of their carriage ; and as 
married women would never dare to allow tbefrt- 
felves fuch liberties, I am the mbre ftrongly con- 
firmed in my opinion. 

The gate by which we went out of Pe-kmg 
is exaftly fimilar to that by which we entered it 
on the fouth fide, on the icth of this month. It is 
furmounted by an edifice, and protected by a 
baftion on the outer fide. 

In the laft ftreet before we came to the gate 
of the city, we croffed a very wide bridge of a 
fingle arch, with a fione baluftrade on each fide; 
this bridge inclines me to fuppofe that a canal 
or ftream of water runs through the city- 
There were a great many windings in the road 
without Pe-kingt but in general it takes a north- 
weft direction. The middle is paved with hewn 
#ones like that by which we entered the city 

on 
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pn the 9th of the prefent month. There are alfo 
irees on each fide ; and we met with habitations 
l&nd villages at fmall diftances from one another. 

We had been going for fifty minutes at a full 
trot, when we flopped at a place called IMtime, 
Situated at ten //' from Yuen-tning'yuen. A very 
good and tolerably fpacious lodging had been 
prepared for us there. We took poffeffion of it, 
and fhortly afterwards our baggage arrived. 

Our conductor informed us upon our iirft 
leaving the city, that his Excellency and I muft 
t>e ready to-morrow morning at an early hour to 
go and breakfaft at court, and congratulate the 
Emperor upon his arrival in the country. It 
appears then that we {hall be no more exempt 
here than at Pe-kmg from thofe ceremonies whu,h 
precede the dawn of day. 
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